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Subject: Study 63.50 - Admissibility of Business Records

The Commission submitted a Recommendation Relating to Admissibility of

Copies of Business Records in Evidence (January 1975)(copy attached) to the

197 session and AB 974 was introduced to effectuate this recommendation. You
should read the attached recommendation for background.

AB 974 was held in the Assembly Judiciary Committee. The committee took
the view that the procedure proposed (involving a pretrial filing and notlce and
objection to admissivility prior to trial) was exceedingly complex and might
result in an unwary party inadvertently waiving his right to object. Moreover,
the rommittee strongly cbjected to applying the procedure to a defendant in a
criminel case since the defendant would be required to maske a pretrial affidavit
stating he believed the record was untrustworthy and setting forth the precise
facts on which this belief is based. Despite the fact that the bill was sup-
ported by the State Bar and with gualifications by the California Trial lawyers
Aggocistion, the committee unanimously voted against the bill.

The staff believes that some procedure should be provided for the admis-
sion of a copy of a business record in evidence without the need for the custodian
to appear. We bellieve that the recommendation is sound. Nevertheless, it is
apparent that some revision must be made in the recommendation if it is to have
any change for legislative enactment.

The staff suggests that the Commission take the approach taken in its
recommendation relating to the admissibility of duplicates. Specifically, ve
recommend legislation along the following lines:

Evidence Code § 1562. Admissibility of affidavit and copy of records

1562. (a) The copy of the records is admissible in evidence to
the same extent as though the originasl thereof were offered and the
custodian had been present and testified to the matiters stated in the
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affidavit. The sfridav i* 16 sdmissible 43 cvidence of the matters

ghated therein pureaant o Section 1561 and the mattere so stated
gra presuged trus. When moro thin ohe person has knowledge of the
marte, more tran ene affidavit may be made. The presumption estab-
“lighed by this sectlion 18 s presumption affecting the burden of
producing evidesse

(B} If the veyulrementr of subdlvision (c) are satisfied, the
| of the recoras iz not made s irgdnlscinie b by the hearssy rule .when
o?f’ red 51 the Crial or cther bebring Lo prove 8E ack, condinion, OF .
event recorde. uniess (1} 8 gemilne cuestion is reised 88 Lo the
aocur:cy of Lne secnrd or tf;j in Ghe CLrcumStences it would be unfair
¥I0E . Ehe copy without Yequiring the percons] Silendence of Lhe .
TasLodlan ar uther guelified withess. S

¢} The copy ef the records 1s admissible under subdivisica (b
coly 1f all of the folicwing are established by the party offering ihe

m as ev‘ldence.

1} The wag subpoenaed suant to subdivision .(_l of
Eecti%ﬁllﬁ aﬁe‘?ﬁons Eﬁg'f and 252

The aff‘iﬂevit aeoon i the oo containu the statements
___ggui _;{ subdlvision (&) o¥ g gfoﬁﬁ — -

na duees tecum served upon the custodian o:l' records
-—Iiﬁed witness for the production of the com did o Dot con-

ar ot.&)'
tein the clause set forth in Section 150k uiring perascnal 8ttendance
of the mﬁﬁfa’n or otﬁr gua iTicd witness ahd the gmd uction of the

*mﬂﬁul records. .

(4} The party uff ering the copy of the records as evidence
-setved on ‘each party, not less than 10 days prior to  the date of
the trial or other hearing, & notice " that a copy uf the records
described in the subpoens dures tecum have been subpoenaed for
the trial ur other hearing pursuant to subdivision (b) of Sectfon
1360, and Sectfons 1561 and 1562, of the Evidence Code, “together
with & copy vi the subpoena duces tecum served upon the custodian
of records or other qualified witnces for the production of the
COPY.

- -

ﬁ:is uctinn wil.’l. elimina te the need for the osourt to austain a hears&y obhjec=
tion in a case where therc is no controversy concerning the accuracy of the

" « - At the same tlme, it may satiafy those who are concerned about inad-
:l_a:tent vaiver cf & hearsay exceprtion in & case where the accuracy of the
_;,'lm:nd is in dispute and placee no burden on the defendant in & criminal case.

;&dqea not, however, provide micii essurence to the party offering the copy
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of the record that 1% will be admitted uniess he knows that the other party

doeg not contegt the «ccuracy ¢f the reced.

The proposed amendment does unt deal with the problem how 4 _party
is to determine the contencs ¢i the copy of the record to be presented
for adntiasion at trisl or other hearing. Section 1360 now provides
that, unless the parties te the proceeding otherwise agree, the copy ia
to be retained in a sealed envelope Eé be opened only at the time of the
trial or cther hearing., The Commissicn mey wish to include a provision

to deal with this problem. The folleowing le sugpested.

Evidence Code § 1582,5. Exawination of cogy prisr to trial

1562,5. The parties may agree that the copy of the records, .
and the affidavit descrihed in Section 1561, delivered to the
clerk, judge, or other person pursuant to Section L5460 be made
avaliable to the parties prior to the trisl or other hearing for
examingtion and copying under Buch terme and conditions as the
parties apecify in their agreement, If the parties are unable to
agree, the court, for good cause shown, may order that the copy and
affidavit be made available to the parties prior to the trisl or

+ other hearing for exemination and copying under such terms and
-conditions as the court deems appropriate. The person to whom the
copy and affidavit were delivered chell permit any party to inapect
and make coples of the copy of the records and affidavit pursuant
to ‘such terms and conditions.

Respectfully subnitted,

John H. DeMoully
Executive Secretary
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To: THE HoxoRaABLE EbMUND G Brown JR.
Governor of California and
THE LEGISLATURE OF CALIFORNIA

The Evidence Code was enacted in 1965 upon
recommendation of the Law Revision Commission. Resolution
Chapter 130 of the Statutes of 1965 directs the Commission to
continue to study the law relating to evidence. Pursuant to this
directive, the Comimnission has unidertaken a continuing study of
the Fvidence Code to determine whether any substantive,
technical, or clarifying changes are needed.

This recommendation is submitted as a result of this
continuing review. It deals with the admissibility of copies of

business records in evidence.

Respectfully submitted,
MARC SANDSTROM
Chairiman



: BACKGROUND

Before a business record may be admitted into evidence
several requirements must be satisfied. First, as is true of
any document, the record must be authenticated.! Second,
either the original record must be produced or a copy must
be shown to fall within an exceplion to the best evidence
rule.? Third, if the record is offered to prove the truth of
statements which it contains, the statements must be shown
to fall within one of the exceptions to the hearsay
rule>—normally the business records exception.*

The requirement of authentication can be met by calling
the custodian of the record as a witness. However, in the
vast majority of situations, and in light of the perfunctory
nature of the testimony to be elicited, the cost-of calling
such a witness to trial, or of taking his deposition,® is
wasteful and burdensome on persons, such as custodians of

1 Evidence Code Sections 1400 and 140} provide: :

1400. Authentication of a writing means (a) the introduction of evidence
sufficient to sustain a finding thet it is 1he writing that the proponent of the
evidence claims it is or (b) the establishment of such lacts Byqany other means
provided by law.

1401, {2} Authenlication of a writing is required before it may be received
in evidence.

{b} Auvthentication of a writing is required before secondary evidence - its
conkent may be received in evidence.

* The best evidence is defined by Evidence Code SecHon 1303 as follows:

1500, Except as ctherwise provided by statulte, no evideuce other than the
wriling itself is admissible to prove the content of a writing. This section shall e
known and may be ciled as the best evidence rule.

? Evidence Code Seclion 1200 centains the deliniton of hearsay as follows:

1200. ({a) "Hearsay evidence" is evidence of a statement that was made olher
than by a witness while testifying at the hearing and that is offered to prove the
truth of the matter stated.

(b) Except as provided by law, hearsay evidence is inadmissible,

{c) This section shall be known and may be cited as the hearsay rule.

4 Evidence Code Section 1271 provides:

1271. Evidence of a writing made as a record of an act, condition, or event
is not made inadrissible by the hearsay nide when offered to prove the act,
conditian, or event if:

- ' (a) The writing was made in the regular course of & business;
. (b} The writing was mzde at or near lhe time of the acy, condition, or event;

{c) The eastodian or other qualified witness teslifies to jts identity and the
mode of its preparation; snd

{d) The scurces of information and method and time of preparation were such
as to indicate its trustworthiness,

* In civil matters in which the custedian’s residence is beyond the scope of a subpoena,
his deposition may be taken and intreduced in licu ¢f his testimony. Code Civ. Proe.
£§ 2009(b), 2020, and 2016(d)(3). In criminal matters, Penal Code Section 1330
provides a procedure by which a witness, whe resides within the state but bzyond
the normal distance for 2 subpocna, inay neverlheless be subpoenaed il a judre finds
his atlendasice at the examination, trial, or hearing i malerial and necessary. Penal
Code Seclion 13343, a reciprocal statute, provides a procedure whereby a witness
may be brouglit from another state if the court finds 11t he is materiul and necessary.
In addilios, Penal Code Sections 1333-1345 provide a means of taking prelrial
tectimiony of a material witziess who is about to leave the state or who is too sick er
infirm to atteud the triak. Penal Code Sections 1349-1362 provide the defendant—but
not the proserution—with s method of taking a depasition of 3 material witness who
resides out of the state; Lhe deposition may be read iy evidence uwpon a count findingr
that the witness is unavailable within the meaning of Evidence Code Section 240



9 J

hospital records, whose rormal dulies are to care for such
records. Similarly, strict adherence to the requirements of
the best evidence rule with respect to business records
normally serves little useful purpose. There seems little
reason to demand production of an original record if a copy
is certified by the custodian to be identical to the original.

Evidence Code Sections 1560-1566, applicable to copies of
business records,® provide clear exceptions to the normal
requirements of authentication and to the best evidence
rule. These sections apply only in an action in which the
business is neither a parly nor the place where the cause of
.action is alleged to have arisen and permit compliance with
a subpoena duces tecum for business records by sending a
copy of the subpoenaed business record to the court in a
sealed envelope accompanied by the affidavit of the
custodian or other qualified witness, pursuant to Section
1561, certifying in substance each of the following:

(1) The affiant is the duly autherized custodian of
the records or other qualified witness and has authority
to certify the records.

(2) The copy is a true copy of all the records
described in the subpoena. .

(3} The records were prepared by the personnel of
the business in the ordinary course of business alt or
near the time of the act, conaition, or event.

Evidence Code Section 1562 provides in part as follows:

1562. The copy of the records is admissible in”

evidence to the same extent as though the original
thereof were offered and the custodian had been
present and testified to the matters stated in- the
affidavit. The affidavit is admissible as evidence of the
matters stated therein pursuant to Section 1561 and the
matters so stated are presumed true. . .

Thus, under this procedure, a copy of a business record is
admissible without the necessity of satisfying the
requirements of the best evidence rule or the rules of
authentication; the fact that the document offered is a copy
rather than the original is disregarded, and the matters
stated in the affidavit are given the same force as if the
custodian had appeared and testified. This procedure
serves a most useful purpose in a case where the content of
the business record will not be challenged for the truth of
statements therein.

It has been brought to the attention of the Commission,
however, that some attorneys and judges take the view that

% “Jhe legisiation was oripinally enucted as Code of Civil Pracedure Sections 1593-1995.5
and as such applivd exclusively 1o hospital records. In 1965, the provisions were
recodified as Fyvidence Code Sections 1560-15656 wilhout sulstantive change. The
sections were amended in 1969 1o make the provisiens applicable to “every kind of
business deseribed in [Evidence Code] Seetion 12707 Cal. Staks. 1969, Cl. 199, §§ 1-4.
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an affidavit complying with Section 1561 is sufficient to
assure the admission in evidence of a copy of a business
record notwithstanding a hearsay objection, possibly on the
theory that Sections 1561 and 1562, in effect, Provide an
exception to the requirements of Section 1271.

The argument that the requirements of the hearsay
exception are satisfied by following the procedurc under
Sections 1560-1566 is based upon two considerations. IMirst,
Section 1562 provides that the statements in the affidavit
accompanying the record are presumed true, without
denoting any specific evidentiary purpose. Second, the
required statements in the affidavit under Section 1561 in
some respects parallel the required showing needed for the
application of the business records exception to the hearsay
rule under Section 1271. However, Section 1271 includes

7 judge Herbert 5. Herlands, Judge of Superior Courl, Orange County, reports the
situnlion in a letter to the Law Revision Commission, dated July 8, 1974, as [ollows:

I have been discussing, with some of my colleagues, the problem aboul which
I wrote to you some time ago invelving Scctions 1271 and 1361 of the Evidence
Code.

Judge Robert A. Banyard of the Orange County Superior Court has made the
point that, prior to the 1963 amendments to the Evidence Code, altorneys
specializing in personal injury defense work belizved that Seclions 1504, 1561,
and 1362 constituted an exception to the requirements of Secticn 1271, in that
they allowed Faspitalrecords to go in with less of a foundation than that required
for the records of aller bosinesses. Apparently, it was believed, before 1548, that
the atlorneys for plaintiffs and defendants in personal injury cases bath wanted
hospital records to bz admitted on the basis of the affidai deseribed in Section
1561, in the belicf that the very nalure of hospital woirk and hospital
record-keeping established sufficient authenticily to warrant admission of the
records into evidence. Judze Banvard has further suggested that, while there
may have been a good factual reason for differentiating between hospilal records
and the records of all other businesses, the amendments in 1969 eliminated
whatever exception existed for hospita. records and created an apparent
inconsistency between Sections 1560, 1551, and 1562, on the one hand, and
Section 127%, on the other. Tt

I st adlere 1o the view that, on their face, Sections 1560, 1561, and 1552 are
not in consflict with Section 1271, and that decuments which coinply with Scctions
1560, 1551, and 1352 do not gualify for admission inle evidence vnless 1he
requirements of Secton 1271 are also met. 1 believe that it is unreasonalble to say
it the Legislaiure woutd requare boss of 2 founcation when the authesticatmg
witness is reprosented only by his deelwradon made under Section 1561 than
when he is present in court for oral examination under Section 1271 . ..

Of course, in most cases, botiu sides want the records in evidence and,
therefore, do nol ehject, or counsel en both sides assume that the affidavit under
Section 1561 constitukes an adequate foundation. Tet, only last week in my own
court, an objection was veiced, and the preponcnt had to bring in the
authenticating witness 16 lay lhe necessa v foundation under Sectirn 1271 The
problem, therefere, is still with usin a sporadic sort of way.

The uncertainty as o the scope of these sections as reported by Judge Herlands
is not new. In 1958, when the legislation was first adepled (limited to hospital
recards), the State Bar Journal discussed the new provisions as il they could setisfy
the business records exception as well as the best evidence rule. The Juarnal
comment stated, hawever, that the triad judee could refuse te admit copies of the
records sent to the court, pursuant o the statute, if upon examination the court
determined that the admission was not “justified,” citing Cede of Civil I'rocedure
Section 1633F, which at the time contained the business records exception to the
hearsay rule, now codified as Evidence Code Sectien 1271, 3 Cal. 5.13). 645659
{1955},
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‘requirements not salisfied by an affidavit submitted

pursuant to Section 1561.° The business records exception to
tf}}e hearsay rule provided for in Section 1271 applies only
if:
(¢) The custodian or other qualified witness testifies
to its identity and the mode of its preparation; and

(d) The sources of information and method and time

of preparation were such as to indicate its
trustworthiness. _ - ’

Moreover, there is an important difference between a rule
involving a showing of authenticity or specially providing
for admission of a copy inte evidence and one which admits
records for the truth of the statements contained therein
based upon a showing of trustworthiness in sources and
preparalion. A document can be an authentic original and
neveriheless contain unreliable or untrue information.
Thus, greater safeguards are needed to satisfy a hearsay
exception than are needed for tne best evidence rule or the
rules regarding authentication. This is particularly true in
criminal actions where a defendant, as a matter of policy,
is afforded the right to confront witnesses whose testimony
is material even when not constitutionally required.®

RECOMMENDATIONS

The uncertainty regarding the relationship between
Sections 1560-1566, on the one hand, and Section 1271, on
the other, could be clarified in several different ways.
Section 1562 could be amendec to provide that the affidavit
submitted under Section 1561 also satisfies the
requirements of Section 12 1. This solution would be
indefensible from a logical standpoint since it would make
copies of business records admissible without any showing
as to the trustworthiness of the records—a showing that
would be required if the original of the records were
offered in evidence. Alternatively, the requirements
specified in Section 1561 for the affidavit accompanying a
copy of subpoenaed business records could be expanded to
include the additional matters which must be shown under

* Note that the Coenunent to Section 1352 by the Assembly Committee on Judiciary states
that the presumnption created by Section 1562 “relales only 1o the truthfuliess of the
matters required by Section 1561 to be stated in the affidavit.”

P In soveral cases, the United States Supreme Court has held that the adniission of
evidence under one of the exccptions to the hemsay rule did not viokite the
defendant's constitutional right of confrontation. See California v. Creen, 325 1.5.149
{1970) (prior inconsistent statemnent made exception to hearsay rule by Cal. Evid.
Code § 1235); Dutlen v. Evans, X USRS 74 {1570} {declaration of co-conspirator
during pendancy of criminal project wade exception to hearsay rule by Ca. Code
Ang. § 33305 {1834 rov))p see alss ftead, The Mew Confrontation--Iearsay

Dileinma, 43 So. Cal, L. Rev. 1 (1972).

-
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Section 1271 to satisfy the business records exception to the
hearsay rule—ie., the statute could provide that, if the
affidavit shows that the mode of preparation of the records
and the sources of information and method and time of

preparation were such as to indicate its trustworthiness, the
record be admitted without further requirements. The
Commission believes that this solution would be
undesirable, however, since it would place the burden upon
the opposing party to subpoena the custodian-affiant in

order to exercise his right of cross-examination.
Additionally, the drafting of such an affidavit often would
be extremely difficult since the information required varies
with each case, and neither the custodian nor the
proponent of the evidence could be certain what
information would be satisfactory to the court. Another
alternative would be to provide expressly that Sections
1560-1566 do not satisfy the business records exceplion to
the hearsay rule. However, the Commission believes that
this solution is too drastic. :

The salutary purposes of Sections 1560-1566—to minimize
the demands of time and expense imposed upon third
persons by the trial process and to save the ime of courts
and litigants in establishing matters which many times are
not contested—would be served by providing a procedure
which would allow copies of business records to be
admitted into evidence despile the requirements of Section
1271 unless an opposing party notifies the subpoenaing
party of his hearsay objection to the records at a time
sufficiently before trial so that the custodian may be
produced at the trial to testify as to the additional matters
required under subdivisions (¢} and {d) of Section 1271. To
make such a provision operate effectively, it is necessary to
insure that the opposing party will not automatically.
demand the presence of the custodian in every case. Thus,
wheinever such a demand is made, it should be supported
by an affidavit setting forth specific facts showing the
necessity for requiring the custodian to be produced at trial.
Appropriate sanctions should be available in the event that
the court finds that such an affidavit is made without
substantial justification.

In order for an adverse party to have a realistic
- opportunity to determine whether or not to demand the
presence of the custodian of the records, he should be
supplied with a copy of the records or he should have aceess
to a copy if supplying a copy to him would constitute a
substantial burden on the party offering the copy in
cvidence. In the ordinary case, providing copies of the
records Lo ihe oiher partics would not be a substantial
burden on the party who sceks to introduce the copy in
evidence since he will normally bave cbtained a copy of the

!
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records through usual investigation. Cuslodians would have
a strong incentive to cooperate in providing copies of
yecords in order to avoid the inconvenience of being
required to attend trial in actions in which they are not
parties and have no interest.”® In the event that the
custodian resists voluntary disclosure in a civil case, copies
of such records may be oblained through the process of
pretrial discovery.”

Specifically, the Commission recommends that
legislation be enacted to provide: :

(1) If a copy of business records subpoenaed under
Sections 1560-1566 is to be offered as evidence at trial or
other hearing without producing a witness to testify
concerning the additional matters provided in Section 1271,
the party who intends to offer the copy must give notce to
the other parties of that intention, accompanied by a copy
of the records, not less than 20 days befure trial. j

(2) In those cases where numerous parties are involved,
or where the vecords are voluminous, it may not be

~ practical to require the party seeking to introduce the

evidence to serve on each parly a copy of the records to be
offered in evidence.”” In such a case, the court would be
authorized to permit the offering party to deposit a copy of
the records with the clerk of the court to be available for
examination and copying by the other parties under such
terms and conditions as the court deems appropriate.”
{3) If no party objects within 10 days after receiving
notice, the copy of business records would be admissible,
notwithstanding the requirernents of the hearsay rule.
. (4) lf a party, \within 10 days after receiving notice, serves

‘on the party seeking to introduce the copy of the records

Tt was the California Hospital Association which initially sponsored the legislation
aliowing the custodian to supply a copy of the records in licus of personal appesrance.
34 Cal. S.B.). 668 (1938, Sections 1560- 1566 apply enly “in an aclion in which the
business is neither a pasty ner the place where any cause of action is alleged to have

_ arisen.” See Section 1560.

U gg Code Civ. Proc. § 1955 _ .

2 In the case of volusninous records, Evidence Code Section 1509 provides & procedure
for offering a writlen or oral summary of the records. 1owever, this section only
overcomes the best evidenee role. If the original records are hearsay or not properly
guthenticated, the swnmary is not admissible. Poople v. Doble, 203 Cal. 51D, 285 P.
1) {19250, Sev B Witk ¢ oernia ividence §uss o2d od. 19867, Additionally,
Section 130 perinits the cowt o requiire prodhetion of the origingl records for
spection by Lhe adverse party. Soe Exclusive Flotists v. Kahe, 17 Cal. Appad 711
g5 Cal. Rptr. 323 11971).

# This recommendation is in accord with the observalion of the California Sunreme
Court in Vasquez v. Superfor Coure, 4 Cai 5d 500, 820, 154 P.od 664,977, 94 Cal. Rptr.
796, B9 (1571}, with regard lo adoplion of procedures for class activns: “'pragmatic
procedural deviees witl be required to simplidy the potentially complex litigation
while at lhe same time protecting the riglts of all the parties.” Compare the
proccdure for stablishment of o atral deposilories for inspection and copying of
documents in federal multidistrict Litigation. Afasuaf for Complex and Auliidistriet
Litigation § 25 (1970).
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into evidence a written demand that the requirements of
subdivisions (¢) and (d) of Section 1271 be satisfied,
together with a supporting affidavit, then the party who
offers the copy of the business records as evidence must
produce the custodian or other qualified witness in order to
satisfy the requirements of Section 1271{(d). In his
supporting affidavit, the adverse party must state that he
has good reason to believe that the requirements of Section
1271 cannot be satisfied and must set forth the precise facts
on which this belief is based.

(5} Upon a showing of good cause, the court would be
quthorized to make an ex parte order shortening the time
for service of the required notices. .

(6) In a case where a party has demanded that the
requirements of Section 1271 be satisfied and has served the
required affidavit, and where thereafter the evidence has
been admitted on the testimony of the custodian or other
qualified witness, the court may—if it finds that the party
who opposed the introduction of the copy of the records did
not have substantial justification for believing that the
records did not satisfy the requirement for admissibility of
Section 1271—require the party who opposed the
introduction of the copy to pay the party offering the copy
as evidence the expenscs of obtaining the testimony of the
custodian or other qualified witness, including reasonable
attorney’s fees.

(7) In a criminal action for failure to support under Penal
Code Sections 270, 270a, or 270c or in a civil proceeding
under the Uniform Civil Liability for Support Act (Civil
Code § 241 ef seq.), a copy of the business records of an
employer dealing with the employment and earnings of an
employee would not be made inadmissible by the hearsay
rule if the affidavit of the custedian or other aualified
wilness satisfies the requirements of Evidence Code
Section 1561 and if a notice of the intention te introduce the
records together with a copy of the records is scrved on the
parties not less than 10 days prior to trial. This hearsay
exception is justified by the large volumie of support cases,
a significant number of which concern distant or
out-of-state employers, by the routine and normally
accurate nature of the records involved, and by the ability
of the employee to prove any inaccuracy in the record by
his own iestimony and other sources of evidence.

(8} The recommended new provisions would affect only
the manner in which a copy of business records is admitted

. in evidence. They would not affect the weight to be given

to the record as evidence of the act, condition, or event
recorded, nor would they foreclose a pasty from presenting
evidence to disprove such act, condition, or event.
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PROPOSED LEGISLATION

The Commission’s recommendation would be
effectuated by the ecnactment of the following measure:

An act to add Section 250.5 to the Civil Code, to add

Sections 1562.3, 1562.4, 1562.5, 1562.6, and 1562.7 to the

Evidence Code, and to add Section 270i to the Penal Code,
relating to the admissibility of business records in evidence,

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

Civil Code § 250.5 (new) .
 QECTION1. Section 250.5 is added to the Civil Code, to
read: : :

250.5. (a) In any priceeding to enforce a duty of
support under this title, evidence of the employment and
earnings of an employee in the form of a copy of the
business records of his employer subpoenaed pursuant to
subdivision (b} of Section 1560, and Sections 1561 and 1562,
of the Evidence Code is not made inadmissible by the
hearsay rule when offered at the trial or other hearing to

‘prove such employment or earnings, or both, if all of the

following are established by the parly offering the copy as
evidence: S

(1) The affidavit accompanying the copy contains the
statements required by subdivision (a) of Section 1561 of
the Evidence Code.

{2) The subpoena duces tecum served upon the
custodian of records or other qualified witness for the
production of the copy did not contain the clause set forth

_ in Section 1564 of the Evidence Code requiring personal

attendance of the custodian or other qualified witness and
the production of the original records.

{3) The party offering the copy as evidence hasserved on
each party, not less than 10 days prior to the date of the trial
or other hearing, both of the following:

(i) A notice that a copy of the business records has been
subpoenaed for trial or other hearing in accordance with
the procedure authorized pursuant to subdivision (b) of
Sechon 1560, and Sections 1561 and 1562, of the Evidence
Code and will be offered in evidence pursuant to Seetion
950.5 of the Ciwvil Code. - :

{ii) A copy of the business records to be offered in
evidence. :

(b) The admission into evidence of a copy of a business
record pursuant to this scetion shall not affect the right of
a party to offer evidence to disprove the employment or
carnings recorded in such record.
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Comment. Section 250.5 creates an cxeeplion to the hearsay
rule (Evid. Code § 1200) for a copy of business records
subpoenaed pursuant to Evidence Code Sections 1560-1566 if the
requirements of Section 250.5 are satisfied. 11 should be noted
that Section 1562 of the Evidence Code creates an exceplion (o
the best evidence rule (Lvid. Code § 1500) and provides the
necessary preliminary showing of authenticity of both the copy
and the original record (Evid. Code § 1101).

Section 250.5 is similar to Section 1362.3 of the Evidence Coce
which creates a general hearsay exception for copies of busincss
records subpoenaed pursuant to Evidence Code Sections
1560-1566 if the requirements of Section 1562.3 are satisfied.
However, Section 230.5 does not include a provision similar to
subdivision {(d) of Section 1562.3, which permils a party to
demand that the custodian or other qualified witness be
produced at the trial or other hearing. The hearsay exception
provided by Section 230.5 is justified Ly the large volume of
failure to support cases, a significant number of which concern
distant or out-of-state employers, by the routine and normally
accurate nature of the records involved, and by the ability of the
employee to prove any inaccuracy in the record by his own
testimony and other sources of evidence.

Subdivision (b) makes clear that Section 2505 does not
preclude any party from offering evidence at the tricl o: =ther
hearing to prove that the records are not accurate. For a
comparable provisicn, see Evid. Code § 1362.7.

Section 230.5 applies in an action under the Uniform Civil
Liability for Support Act. For a comparzable provision applicable
to criminal actions for failtre to support, see Penal Code § 270i.

Evidence Code § 1562.3 (new)

SEC. 2. Secction 1562.3 is added to the Evidence Code,
to read:

1562.3. A copy of the business records subpoenaed
pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1360, and Scctions
1561 and 1562, is not made inadmissible by the hearsay rule
when offered at the trial or other hearing to prove an act,
condition, or event recorded if all of the following are
established by the party offering the copy as evidence:

(a) The affidavit accompanying the copy conlains the
stalements required by subdivision (a) of Section 1361.

{b) The subpoena duces tecum served upon the
custodian of records or other qualified witness for the
production of the copy did not contain the clause set forth
in Section 1364 requiring personal attendance of the
custodian or other qualified witness and the production of
the original records.

(c) The party offering the copy as evidence has served on
each party, not less than 20 days prior to the date of trial or
other hearing, both of the following: ’
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(1) A notice that a copy of the business records has been
subpoenaed for trial or other hearing in accordance with
the procedure authorized pursuant to subdivision (b} of
Section 1560, and Sections 1561 and 1562, of the Evidence
Code and will be offered in evidence pursuant to Section ?
1562.3 of the Evidence Code. '

(2) A copy of the business records to be offered in
evidence or a notice that a copy of the business records has
been deposited with the clerk of the court in accordance
with Section 1562.4.

{d) No party has, within 10 days after being served with
the notice referred to in subdivision (c), served on the
party seeking to introduce the record both of the [ollowing:

(1) A written demand that the requirements of
subdivisions (¢) and (d) of Section 1271 be satisfied before
the copy of the record is admitted in evidence.

{2) An affidavit of such party stating that he has good
reason to believe that the copy of the business records, or
a specific porlion thereof, served on him, or in the custody
of the clerk, does not satisfy the requirement of subdivision
(d) of Section 1271 and sctting forth the precise facts upon
which this belief is based.

Comment. Scction 1562.3 creates an exception to the hearsay
rule (Section 1200) for a copy of business records subpoenaed
pursuant to Sections 1560-1566 if the requirements of Section
1562.3 are satisfied. Section 1562 creates an exception lo the best
cvidence rule (Section 1500} and provides the neccessary
preliminary showing of authenticity of both the copy and the
original record (Section 1401). However, the affidavit of the
custodian of records or other qual‘fied witness under Section
1561 does not satisfy the requirements of the hearsay exceplion
provided by Section 1971—the busi wess records exception Lo the
hearsay rule—because the affidavit does not contain statements
sufficient to satisfy the requirements of subdivision (d) of Section
1971 (“The sources of information and method and time of
preparation were such as lo indicate its trustworthiness.”). See
Recommendation Relating to Admissibility of Copics of Business
Records in Evidence (January 1975).

Subdivision {d) provides the method by which the adverse
party may demand testimony by the custodian of the records or
other qualified witness before the opy of the records can be
admitted into evidence. Subdivision (d} (2) is designed to assure
that a party will not make such a demand automatically and
without substantial justification. Under subdivision (d), the party
who opposcs the introduction of the record, or a portion thereof,
must not only state under cath that he has good reason to believe
that the copy of the record, or a porlion thereof, is inadmissible
because the requirements of subdivision (d) of Section 1271
cannot be satisfied, but he mast also state speceific facts upon
which the beliclis based. This places 2 burden on the parly who
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opposes Lhe introduction of the copy of the records to investigate
a situation in which he Iacks knowledge of the facts sought to be
proved. In such a case, the party may support his statement of
belief with facts showing that the record is in fact inaccurate or
that the sources of information or method of preparation of the
records are such as to render the records untrustworthy. Failure
to object does not preclude a party from oflering evidence at trial
to show that the records are in fact incorrect. See Section 1562.7.

Evidence Code § 1562.4 (new)

SEC. 3. Section 1562.4 is added to the Ewdence Code,’
to read:

1562.4. In anacton in which there are numercus parties
or a party secks to have a copy of a voluminous business
record admitted into evidence under the provisions of
Section 1362.3, the court may make an ex parte order
permitting the party, in lieu of serving the copy of the
record on all parties as required by subdivision (c) of
Section 1562.3, to deposit a copy of the business records with
the clerk of the court for examination and copying by the
other parties under such terms and conditions as the court
deems appropriate. A copy of the order of the court shall be
served together with the notices required by Section 1562.3.

Comment. Section 1562.4 authorizes the court to issue an ex
parte order permitting depaosit of a copy of business records with
the clerk of the court in an action in which there are numerous
parties or in which a party seeks to have a copy of a voluminous
business record admitted into evidence. This avoids the need to
serve a copy of the records on each party and offers a practical
solution to the procedura’ problems, raised by complex
multiparty litigation or veluininous records, where the cost of
reproduction would be a subs “antial burden on the party offering
the copy of the record as evadence.

Evidence Code § 15625 (new) "

SEC. 4. Section 1362.3 is added to the Evidence Code,
to read:

1562.5. A party who seeks to introduce a copy of
business records pursuant to Section 1562.3 may, upon a
showing of good cause therefor and in the diseretion of the
court, obtain an ex parte order shortening the time for
service of the notices required by subdwlsmns {c) and (d)
of Section 1562.3.

Comment. Section 1562.5 provides flexibility in those
circurnstances where a party wishes to use the procedure
provided by Scection 1362.3 but where the Hme limnitations
otherwise would preclude use of the procedure. The court is
given discretion so that such an order will not be granted where
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it would be prejudicial to the other parties to the action.

Primarily, the provision is intended to aid in the use of this
procedure in criminal aclions which are required Lo be brought
to trial within strict time limits.

Evidence Code § 1562.6 (new)

SEC. 5. Section 1562.6 is added to the Evidence Code,
to read:

1562.6. If a party serves a demand and supperting
affidavit as provided in subdivision {d) of Section 1552.3 and
if the party offering the copy of the business records as
evidence satisfies the requirements of Section 1271 and the
copy of the record is admitted into evidence, the latter
party may apply to the court in the same action for an order
requiring the party who served the demand to pay him the
expenses of sabisfying the requirements of Section 1271,
including the cost of obtaining the testimony of the
custodian or other qualified witness and reasonable
attorney’s fees. The court in its discretion may enter such
order upon a finding that the party serving the demand had
no substantial justification for believing that the business
record was not admissible under Section 1271,

Comment. Section 15562.6 provides a means by which the
court can profect against vnjustified demands under Section
1562.3 (d) for comnpliance with the requirements of Section 1271,
The section gives the court discretion to order the party who
requires the testimony of the custodian or other qualified witness
under the procedure set out in Section 1562.3 to pay the expenses
of obtaining such testimony including reasonable attorney’s fees
if the court finds that the demand was made without substantial
justification.

Lvidence Code § 1562.7 (new)

SEC. 6. Section 1562.7 is added to the Evidence Code,
to read:

"1562.7. The admission into evidence of a copy of a
business record pursuant to Section 1562.3 shall not affect
the right of a party to offer evidence to disprove an act,
condition, or event recorded in such record.

Comment. Seclion 1562.7 makes clear that a copy of a
business record admitted inio evidence under the procedure

‘specified in Scetion 1562.3 is not conclusive evidence of the facts

sought to be proved. The adverse party has the right to offer
evidence to disprove any act, condition, or event recorded.

Penal Code § 2701 (new)
SEC.7. Secction 270i is added to the Pcnal Code, to read:
270i. {(a) In any proseculion for failure to support
brought under Section 270, 2704, or 270¢, evidence of the
employment and earnings of an employee in the form of a
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copy of the business records of his employer subpoenaed
pursuant Lo subdivision {b) of Section 1560, and Sections
1561 and 1562, of the Evidence Code is not made
inadmissible by the hearsay rule when offered at the trial
or other hearing to prove such employment or earnings, or
both, if all of the following are established by the party
offering the copy as evidence:

{1) The affidavit accompanying the copy contains the
statements required by subdivision {(a) of Section 1561 of
the Evidence Code. '

(2) The subpoena duces tecum served upon the
custodian of records or other qualified witness for the
production of the copy did not contain the clause set forth
in Section 1564 of the Evidence Code requiring persoral
attendance of the custodian or other qualified witness and
the production of the original records.

(3) The party offering the copy as evidence has served on
cach parly, not less than 10 days prior to the date of the trial
or other hearing, both of the {ollowing:

(i) A notice that a copy of the business records has been
subpoenaed for trial or other hearing in accordance with
the procedure authorized pursuant to subdivision (b} of
Section 1560, and Sections 1561 and 15562, of the Evidence
Code and will be introduced in evidence pursuant to
Section 2701 of the Penal Ceode.

(ii} A copy of the business records to be offered in
evidence.

(b) The admission into evidence of a copy of a business
record pursuant to this section shall not affect the right of
a party to offer evidence to disprove the employment o
earnings recorded in such record. :

Conmment,  Section 270i creates an exception to the hearsay
rule (Evid. Code § 1200) for a copy of business records
subpoenacd pursuant lo Evidence Code Seclions 1560-1566 if the
requiremcnts of Section 270 are satisfied. It should be noted that
Section 1562 of the Evidence Code creates an exception to the
best evidenee rule (Evid. Code § 1500) and provides the
necessary preliminary showing of authenticity of both the copy
and the original record (1ivid, Code § 1401).

Secticn 2704 is similar to Section 1562.3 of the Evidence Code
which ereales o general hearsay exception for copies of bosiness
records subpoenaed pursuant to Evidence Code Sections
1560-156G il the requircinents of Section 15623 are satisfied.
However, Section 27Ci does not include a provision similar to
subdivision (d) of Section 1562.3, which penmnits a party to
demand that the custodian or other qualified witness be
produced at the trial or other hearing. The hearsay exception
provided by Section 270] is justificd by the lurge volume of fuilure
to suppart cases, a significant number of which concern distant
or oul-of-staie emplovers, by the seouling and norimally accurate
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nature of the records involved, and by the ability of the employee
to prove an inaccuracy in the record by his own testimony and
other sources of evidence. :

Subdivision {b) makes clear that Section 2701 does not
preclude any party from offering evidence at the trial or other
hearing to prove that the records are not accurate. For a
comparable provision, see Evid. Code § 1562.7.

Section 2701 applies in a criminal action for support. For a
comparable provision applicable to actions for failure to support
under the Uniform Civil Liability for Support Act, see Civil Code
$ 250.5.



