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Pursumst to the call of the Chairmen the California Law fevision
wamission et st 10 AJM., July 17, 1954, st the offices of the State fmr in
the Central Tower Bullding in Sen Prancisec.

PRESDTHTS

¥re Thases . Stambom, Jr., Chairemn
lonorshle Joss G, Jorsay, Senate
Mr. John . Debbage

Mr, Richard . Flildew

Hr, Dept d. Lowit

Hr, John Harold Shemn

Hre Ralph 4. Kieps, ex officle

Mre Jolm R, HoDonough, Jr., 2esoutive Secretary of the Cosxission, was
also present, At the inwitetdon of the Commismion, . Laurence . Lesrnay,
Adnistrative Advisc of the State Nepsrtoet of 3ducation, vs present during :
a part of the mesting.

ABSENTY

lHonorehls Stanford C, Shaw, Assesbly
Hry Jgemwl O, Threan, Jr.
A mtion wae pele by !r. Dabbage, seoonded by Hr. lLevit, and unnimously
passed, that the mimites of the mesting of May 22, 1954, be approved,




e

The firet sabject discussed Ly the Comissicn was the "doostion Code
revislan project,. The Coxxiseion firet considered whether it wald asoept the
recomendeticn of the ective Secretary thet steps be taken imedistely to
recrglioe the Code alang the lines indiested i Me written report to the mambers
of tiw “amission. This oetter was wery thoroughly discussed. In the ocoarse of
the disoussicn the following polnts againet adertaicing such reargedsstion now
were zade; (1) The crganisstion of the present Cods is nol perfect, bt it 1s
ot W deficient 8 to serlcusly affect the usefulness of the Uodeg (2} there
i o 1deal oode orpwdastion sd there would doubllese be lisagressest by sae
persuns with say orgmissticn the Cosdssion aight decide wxaj (3] it would oot
be likely thmt the lagizlature waald give favoeshis conslderetion to a bill which
mmmmmmmwmmu;muvrm.u
recrgmisstion vere to be undertakan it would have tc Ye Ly & separste Y1) for
that scle purpose, sad the wisdom of this i3 dowbtful; (4) it would teke a mirdmur
of ten ponths to recrgmdue the Codep (§) In deciding whether to recrgerise the
ade the Cosision et waigh the subsiantial cost inwolwed agninet the sain
shich sight be achlevel, st from the evidence pressutly before the camzlesion
it 44d not mppesr thet the galn wuld outweigh the probebls cost., %o one wiabed
ay criticism, however, of any of the spesific proposals for reorgmimstion
contained in the Secretary's report.

At the el of this discuselon 2. Owan ade & motion which vas seoondec
qy ongtar Toresy, and pheee!, that oo reorgmisatlion of the typs reommended Ly
tie ‘xecutlve decretary should be undertasken st this time. o, levit voled

The ‘amission slso dimcuesed st length what ita progrea betweon now and
Junaey 1 in respect of the ‘ducetion Uode should be. It was deolded thmt the



Commission should submit & bill or bills in January which will accomplish, so
far as the available time and personnel will permit, repeal of obsolete sections,
clarification of smbiguous sections, resolution of conflicts in the Code, etc.
The Commission will also submit & report to the legislature stating what it has
done and what else might be done by wiky of revieing the Fducation Code. The
report will contain an estimate by the Coomission of the time and money necessary
to accomplish the additional revision of the Code outlined in its report.

The Commission approved the proposed letter fram the Commiesion to various
legal officers and people in the field of education in Cglifornia, and muthoriged
the Txecutive Secretary to send the letter to the persons listed in his repori
to the Commission. It was suggested that the letter be sent alec to the presidents
of State colleges and to the head of various assoclations identified with public
education.

Several members of the Camission suggesbed that the Executive Secretaryts
proposed study of legal opinions writien concerning the Fducation Code might not
be practiceble. The point made was that many, if not most, of these opinions deal
with routins matters and would, therefore, be of little or no value to the Camission,
and that it would take & great deal of time to winnow out the opinions which would
ba helpful. It was suggested that this study be undertaken with ceution, with an
eyetobeingoerbﬁnthtbtheretmmsﬁichmmﬂizadmmmtewith
the effort involved. The Conmission approved the incurring of neceesary travel
expense in making such study of legal opinions as is undertsken. It was suggested
that the Ixecutive Secretary write to a mmber of legal officers, such as Messrs.
Westphal, Kenmedy, Coakley and Gargano, telling them about the propoeal to study
legal opinions on the Education Code, and requesting that they advise him of any
specific opinions writtenty their respective offices which would be of particular
value.



e omsisalon approved the wecutive ecretary's suseetion that atteegpt
o wade to hiwe representative people in the field of educetion wxdertaks t-
siuly various parts of Lhe .ode for the parpose of mekine suggeetlions for ite
revigid.

7ith respect to the "=meguiive Secretary's proposal that the people working
o revision of the “ducation Code &b Stenford maice & study of probles snd
practices in the field of educatlon it was agresd that it wouwld not bo warth
wille to hewe those pecple interview educetors to find out in 8 genersl wey what
their problems are. (L wea Turther agreed, howaver, that it would be well, after
prelicinery work on & partlcoulsr sublect has been done at tanford and tentetive
idess e boen developed for revision of the ode sectiong dealing with that
subject, 1o discuss the subject and the Eroposed revisions with informed people
in the field of eduomtion, The Comdesion approved the incurring of such nsoessary
Lravel expense a3 worild be involved in halding euch discuesions.

PP VoY Wi SSied to slite his views an Adeinistretive Advisar to
e opartmert of sduostion. lio eald that the Tepartment 'ae prepared s list
afl Juostion Code sectione which mre either sheclete or in need of techniol
revision, and that the iepartument 1s in some doubt as to whether it ahould eponsor
& 41l for this popoee or whether it should twm this informstion over to the
agaission. Mre Senrney was Lold that the view of the “oleelion im that it
should not presuse to tell the Jepartment of “ducsticn whet it should do, bl
thal Lie “omuission invites the epsrtomt's sttention to the duostion ode
revision project and will welcone sy suggestions which the Jepartment sdght be
willing to send along to the “comission for conmideretion. 't wes eghasised that
the Commiseion most rely upon the ‘opartioent, os wall as wpon other pareaws sd
orgisstions In the field of educstion in “alifornia, for help in finding defects
in Ue Code.



Asoda, I tect:

e Cozdssion discussed tiw "ecutive Secretars's written repart on
the ipends project and the questions reissd therein, hw aomlssion approved
u"ﬁfu&Wl@ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬂ&iw&m'fwmnﬁngwwﬁm
of sladdy for the “omisslon's coosideretion. It wes decided that the umission
Will oot sdopt & strict or litoral interpretation of the words “snachroniss
@i "inequity” in 1ts governing statute in devaloping & calendar of topics
propogsed for study. The Lecretsry reported thet in his opinion the experience
L date has descnetreted that the people working on the Agenda project ot “tenford
W@mmtamumwwﬁmmmwws{
L&m;‘mfmmfmi;rmm@muwnmamm”m
W alifornia I schools. L was, sooordingly, decided that the work st sStanford
wmmmmmmmmmamafmmmm
Lhit & ceprebensive snalysis of the jew York law ‘evieion ~reiesion's reporis
shuld be postpaned, smbers of the Commission pointed cul that ancther fruttful
sourcs of calendsr toples would be articles in the various ber joumals publishec
in aliforni@. ir. Clldew pointed oub thet the Los Angeles jar Jowwnsl has
mwmmam&mmnmmwmm
i alifomis law, &l that the layere' Club In los Angeles has made & study
#d report concerning the sesmry probate provisions of the Probete Code.

T lupe sugmestod that the ‘oomission should not conoern 1teel!
with the ‘alifurnda Code of Ulvil Procedure, lseving defocts in that sode to
be handled by the Julledal ‘o]l and/or the Jtate far. (@ also receemanded
that the Commisalon not get inte such fields of activity as that of the Industrial
Accddent, Commised.on. After & dlacuseion of thess suzgeetions it was decided thet
WTMWWW@MmmMWWMWa
ﬁﬂwmmm,mww??m&mﬂnmﬁamlwwwq
a & CaBe-liy-olte Lanls.



.re lovit raised the quostion whetherthe topics sugpested to dabe
v the ‘xeadive Jecretary were porhape nol too nerrow in scope in that they
deal maly with fregoestary parts of the law insteal of sugesting larper arois
for sore soprehonaive trestosnt. s surgested, by way of exeple of the latier,
the possibility thet the “cmsission might etuly vhether tha “sderel "ules of
[iwil Provedure should be adopied in (alifornds. (1. “leps commmeted in this
comction that some poopls hewo thought that the low fork Law “evision Lomission
has concernsd 1tself too much with amell probless rether thn large ones, & &8
& refull e not & greet doal to show for 1ts twenty years of work.

In compotion with the Agenda project, the “xecutive Secreliry reparted
Lhat the lstters Yo non-lezislators snnouncing the existence of the “olssion
ani saliciting ldeas for law revision hmwe not yet gone out but thet thelr
sceparetlon is now wider way. e subxzitted a 1ist of Bame 1,400 pobentisl
siiressess of such & letier, snd the Jcmlseion decided that the lstter shoull
oot ALl of these perscas, the purpose being Lo glve the widest possibls
cipculation to the report of the ‘wmission's orgmimstion ad its requeet for
sugmestione for revision of “slifornia law.

5
LG o Perscusel

The ‘xpoutive Secretsry reported that s of July 15, 1754, Stealord
hal expanded $355.50 wrier the Agenda contrwet, lstwing - 1,044.50 resadning of
the 2,000 camdtted to that contrect. “he quastiion was relsed &8 %o how mxy
wopossd toplos for study might be produced by the peonle working on thw Agenie
project st Jtenfard, and the Secretary sald thet it might be unard of & Maadred.
o recmmended that the work e cmrried on to the full extent of the 2,00
aveilahle under the omtrect stating thet the 'lew York Lew “evisicn Comdseicn
oado & stuly in ite early years of ‘iew York decisions to sbtain idess which
pruchuoed 500 idems mnd that thees have servel as A backlog ever mincs, The
Arpisaion appsoved this rocosendstion.
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e ixecubive Decrotary reported that as of July 15, 1954, Stenford
hac axpended 834,94 under the ducation lode cotrect, leaving 5,145.0 yet
to be expevied of the 30,000 committed to thet contrmct. "o alsc repartod
Ll salaries for research assistants wder this contrect now dsount Lo 1,25
Per uxtha E%?Wwfmzmtwltmmwmr
;;mmwzwmmﬂmmm.mmlpmmmmem
a&ﬁzﬁum:gmthammfm:mmmmum
fommw.rw.wmwhiuthmmwmm
tm;mwwwmmmmtmmm. he
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Lo wrk At with him 8 mocehee ror Lialaon between the  ordsaion &l U
Asda g which woudd be rziaally satisfactory.

2o he Casdesion lhon dlscuseed whetlwr b shauld lgwe a meoting b Ur
oo e piace of the meeting of the Ttafe 'ar af . ororlic in septerher, A0

hig sebier wes Tully discusoed, 1t wes noved by v, Jildew, secouded Ly r. Levii,
& uweciawaly peased, that thoe ccuisslon oschedule a moeting 86 -orunsdo during
Um weok of lepbexier 20, 1554, problbly on Thursday, Septeuber 23. enbers of the
Saaslanicn vho Sre preeent will bo introduce: to the onference of itate ar
alegabes Bt some time dwring the meeting of the ‘onference on “onlsy e ey,
aptasonr 2 st 21,

3, The xsnutive lecrelery repurted that the ‘azdsatonts udpet eolinslc
for 1755-54 mt be sudedtted ty Soptenber 15. The Ulmirmen and (meoutive lecretary
were @dlorisod Lo prepere & budpet for tids parpose. U wis agreed tiwt this
Laalwt walld be cireulebed to the nenbers of the axissicn iy lstier for epproveal

in the ovend thst thare i oo seetiop Lotwesn now mx! Septesher 15.
Le Xe ilepm, the lozialative Coumeeld, reported Lo the Josmlosion Uied

ni8 of fios hee poos throuch Lte ‘seded tevision file and hae collscted fros that
rile thooe ‘tens share substantive revixion 1a needed. o delivered these iteno
by Ui emiselon, etating thei his office will send alndler items to the - aaxissicn
fram Liwe to time. ‘7. lope reported thet !ds office will contime to repart tw
Lhe leglalatare altustlcs whare non-gabetaptive revision of the Codes is reqrired.

5, The zeemlive Jecretary roported that he has not yei boon able ic
start e Probete Code study which the legislature hws dlrected the omalsedon
Lo clke, but dhEt he will 9o ao in the Lmediste Dature.

Coapectfully edndtted,

sdbn . Jgoanough, Jre
Focutive Jecrobary



