
Admin. November 11, 1993

Memorandum 93-51

Annual Report for 1993

Attached to this memorandum is a draft of the Commission’s Annual Report for

1993.  If approved, the staff will send it to the printer in December.

We have not included the numerous appendices that will be printed with the

Annual Report, in order to save copying costs and unnecessarily burdening

Commissioners. These items are listed in the table of contents on pages 905-906 of

the attached Annual Report. All of these reports and recommendations have been

previously approved by the Commission. The Family Code recommendations are

published as a separate volume because of their size (848 pages).

Much of the Annual Report language remains virtually the same as in past

reports, but particular attention should be paid to the new material concerning

studies in progress (pp. 911-13) and the Commission budget (pp. 920-21).

The staff has resisted the temptation to insert a footnote recognizing the

Commission’s debut in fiction. A recent detective novel by Sue Grafton — “J” IS

FOR JUDGMENT — includes the following:

“…Anyway, he did what he could, but there was no way we
could prove Wendell Jaffe was alive. We did manage to overcome the
presumption of death—temporarily.…Mrs. Jaffe was plenty mad, but
all she had to do was wait. She kept the premiums on his policy paid
and went back into court when the five years were up.”

“I thought it was seven.”
“The statute was changed about a year ago. The Law Revision

Commission modernized the procedure for probate in the estate of a
missing person. Two months ago, she finally got a finding and order
from the superior court and had Wendell declared dead. At that
point, the company really had no choice. We paid.”

The original recommendation was Recommendation Relating to Missing Persons, 16

Cal. L. Revision Comm’n Reports  105 (1982).

Respectfully submitted,

Stan Ulrich
Assistant Executive Secretary






















































