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Minutes of
Celifernla Law Revislion Commlssion
May 22, 1954, 10 A.M.
Offices of the 3tate PBar, 440 Rowan Eldg.

Los Angelss, Cealifornia

Pursuant to the c&ll of the Chairm&n, Thomsgs E, Stenton, Jr. the
Celifcrnie Law Revision Commission met at 10 A.M., Mey 22, 1954, et
the of ficee of the State Bar Iin the Rowan Building in Los Angeles,

PRESENT ¢

Honorable Stanford C, Shaw, Assembly
¥Mr, John D. Babbage

Mr, Richerd C. Fildew

Mr, Thomas E. Sta ton, Jr,

Mr., John Harold Swan

Mr, Samuel D. Thurmean, Jr.

Mr, Ral ph H. Kleps

Mr. John R, McDonough, Jr., Executlve Secratary of the ommlaslon,
was &lso presant,

ABSENT :

ionoreble Jess R. Dorsey, Senate
Mr. Bert W. Levit

A motion was made by Mr, Babbage, seconded by ¥Mr, Fildew, &nd
unarfimously passed thet the minutes of the meetling of April 24, 1054
be approved. :

The Executive Secretary then reported that he had hlred Yiss e
Florencs M. Pelllicone for the position of Senlor 3tsnographer-Clerk =
et the office of the Commlsslon at 8tenford., Mr, McDonough reporte
thet Miss Pellicone seems to be In svery way very well gualified fo
the position eand that sne has tie highest recommendatlons. '

The kxscutive Secretary taen revorted thet the matter of furnisl
and equipping tne offices at Stanford hes gone forward in good ordeygeM
Full equlpment for tnree offlces has been ordered es well aa an '
alectric typewriter and dlctatlng equipment snd office suppllies.

Commlssioner Snew tnen ralsed the question whether all members
the Commisslon could be 1lssued telephone toll credit cards for calls
in connection with thne business of the Commission similer to those
which have neen 1ssued to the Cnsirman, the Vice-Cheirman asnd the
Executlve Secreotery. Mr., Kleps azreed to inquire into this matter
upon his return to Sacramsnto, '
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The Commlasion then turmed to & considersation of two latters,
drafts of which were brought to the meeting by the Exscutive Secretary,
One letter is to be sent to members of the Legislature md the other to
various other persons in Caelifomisa, imtuding Callifornia Judges,
members of the Board of Governors of the State Bar, stc, After full
discussion and consldsrable revision the letters were approved, It
wes agreed that the several district attorneys and county oounsels in
California should be added to ths list of addressses of the letter as
well as the Attorney General of Callfornis, Mr, Shaw mads a motion
which was seconded by Mr, Swen and unaenimously carried suthorising the
Chelrmsn or the Exedutive Secretary to enter into any appropriate
oontrast providing for the writing of the letters in ths event that 1t
tumsa out not to be posaible to have all of the lstters written by the
stenographsr of the Commiasslon, ‘

The Executive Secretary then made a report of his investigation
with respect to the various possible methods of heving research work
done for the Commission, He reported that saeversl possibilitisa have
been canvassed: Civil Service, sontracts with individuals, and contrasts
with institutions. He astated verious consliderations pro end con with
respast to eaoch of these methods, Hs then stated that it is his opinion
that the work on the preparatlon of the Agenda to bes auimitted to the
Legislature in January, 1955 and the work on the Educatlen Code to be
submitted to the Legislature on the same date could best be done under
contrasts between the Commission and Stenford University.

The Executive Secretary then placed before the Commissioners a
contrest whioch he had drafted to cover such an arrsagenent with respect
to the EBduostion Code, He stated that thils contract had bYeen discuased
with the peopls at 3tanford and also with representatives of the Civil
Service Commission md of the Director of Finance in Ssoramnto and that
1t had besn tentatively espproved by both groups. After full discussion
and some revisions of the Secretary’s draft Nr, Fildew msde a motion
which was seconded by Mr., Swan and unm imously passed that the Chalrman
of the Commission be suthorized to enter into a contrast with Stanford
University substantially similsar to the contract submltted by the
Exscutive Sesretary whioh contract should limlt pg ments to be made
to Stenford te $10,000 unless smother smunt is agresd to in writing
by tha parties,
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The Exesutive Secretary then stated that he had drafted a simllar =
contrast with Stanford University sovering the work to be done on the S
Agenda program of the Commission, After full discussion md sone .
revisions of the Sscretary's draft ¥r, Swan made & motion which was - T
seconded by Mr. 3haw snd unanimously psssed that the Chsiram of the e
Commission be authorised to execute a contrast with Stanford
subatantially similar to the contract submitted by the Executive Sscretary,
which eontrast should limit payments to be made to Stanford to §8,000
unless smothsr smwunt fs agresd to in writing by the partiss, It was
sgreed that effort should be made to obtain the funds to fiasmos thia
contraoct from the money aveilable to the Commission prior %o Jume 30
of this yeur,
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The Exeeutive Secretary thea reported that he had made & prelimimary
study of Assembly Concurrent Resolution No. 8 calling wpon the Commission
to make a study of certain seotions of the Probate Code, thc Civil Code
snd the Inheritance Tax Law. He stated that he proposes to gel in’temch
with Mr. Mastersen, the sponsor ef the reselmtion, to discuss with him
further precisely what 1s desired, and thet he will mpke a further report
to_the Commission on this matier when he has this :ln:torm.tion.

The Executive Secretary then suggested the desirability of
establishing a small revolving fund to be used to defray minor expenses of

" . the Commission., This matter was discussed, and a metion then made by Mr. Swan,

segended by Mr. Babbage, and unanimously passed that a revolving fund for the
Law Revision Commmission in the smount of Bﬂﬂ be sstablisked and that the
Exeoutive Secretary be suthorised to sign shecks on the fund.

The Chalrman of the Commission then stated that he had recelved &
letter from Mr. Gosooe Farley, the Leglslative Representative of the Shate
Bar, advising that the Board of Govermors of the State Bar had reguestad
the Commission to include the subjest of Imputed Negligence as betwesn
Husbend and Wife on its agenda for study. Aftsr discussion a wmotion was
nade, seconded and unanimously passed that this matier be referred te the
Exeeutive Secretary for study and repert.

The Chsdrwsm of the Cemmission then raised the question whether sub-
ccmmitteen showlilk be appointed at this time to-supervise the work of the
Commission on thé Agenda snd on the Edusstion Code. After sems discussion
it was decided that it would be not nscessary to appoint such nh«-ou-ittua
nowW.

Thers bsing no further busimess, the meeting was adjourned at
3145 P,
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