
Minutes of 

California Law Revision Commission 

May 22, 1954, 10 A.M. 

Offices of the state Bar, 440 Rowan Bldg. 

Lo s Angeles, California 

Pursuant to the call of the Chairman, Thomas E. Stanton, Jr. the 
California Law Revision Commission met at 10 A.M., May 22, 1954, at 
the orfices or the state Bar in the ROW81 Building in Los Angeles. 

PRESE1~ : 

Honorable Stanford C. Shaw, Assembly 
Mr. John D. Babbage 
Mr. Richard C. Fildew 
Mr. Thomas E. Stln ton, Jr. 
Mr. John Harold Swan 
Mr. Samuel D. Thurman, Jr. 
Mr. Ral ph N. Kle ps 

Mr. John R. McDonough, Jr., Executive Secretary of t~ ';ommis8ion, 
was also present. 

ABSENT: 

Honorable Jess R. Dorsey, Senate 
Mr. Bert 'Ii. Levit 

A motion was made by Mr. Babbage, seconded by !;fr. l"lldew, and 
unanimously passed thlit t~le minutes of the meeting r£ April 24, 1954 
be approved. 

The Kxecutive Secretary then reJXlrted that he had hired Uss 
Flo renee M. Pellicone for the position of Sen ior Stenographer-Clerk' 
at Ule office 01' the Commission at Stanford. Mr. McDonough repo 
that Miss Pellicone seems to be in every way very well qualified to 
the position and that sne hae tle highest recommendation •• 

The ,l!;xecutive Secretary t,1en reilorted that the matter of fum 
and equipping tne offices at Stanford has gone forward in good 0 
Full equipment ror tnree of rices has been ordered as well as an 
electric ty~ewriter and dictating equipment and of rice supplies. 

Commissioner Shaw t~en raised t~e question whether all members ~ 
the Commission could be issued telephone toll credit cards for ~a1l8 
in connection with the business of the Commission similar to those 
Which have oeen issued to the Cnalrman. the Vice-Chairman and the 
Exeoutive Secretary. Mr. Klaps Ii~reed to inquire lnto this matter 
upon his return to Sacramento. . 
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The Coamission then turned to a oonsideration of two letter., 
dra1"t. of Which were brought to the meeting b7 the Executive Seoretary. 
One letter i. to be .ent to m_bera of the Legislature ., d the other to 
TN-lou. other person. in CaUfornia, imlUding Calitornia Juqe., 
m .. ber. of the Board of Gov.rnor. of the State Bar. eto. Att.r full 
dbOU.Sion and oonl1d.rable re.,il1on the l.tter. were approv.d, It 
.aa agr.ed that the .everal distrlot attorne,.. andoounty ooun.els in 
califOrnia should be added to the lIst of addre.see. of the letter as 
.. ell as the Attorney General of California. IIr.Sha. mad, a motIon 
whloh was seconded 07 Mr. S.tIll and unanil80usly oarried. authertsing the 
Chalrman or the Exeout1ve Secretary to enter into an7 appropriate 
contract prov1d1ng for the WJ'lting of th. letters in the event that it 
turns out not to be possible to have all of the letters written b7 the 
.tenographer of the commissIon. 

The Executive S.or.tal'7 then ma4e a report of his inve.tlgation 
with respeot to tAe various poaalble _thodl of having reaearch work 
done for tb. Commi •• ion. H. reparted that aeveral pos.ibill'111e. havs 
besn C&I'Ivas.edl Cirtl Service, oontr80t •• 1th individuals. and. oontruts 
wIth in.titutions. H. atated various oon.iderations pro and con wi th. 
respe.t to each "t these method.~ He then atated that It i. hil opinion 
that the work on the prepara1;1on of the Ag.nda to be autlaltted to b 
Lallislatur.· in Jlhu&r7. 1955 ed the work on the Bducation Gode to be 
luba1tt.4 to theI.egislature on the .... date oould oest be done Wlder 
oontr .. t. b.t .... n the Oo..rsslon and Stantord Obiverslt7. 

!he Exeoutive Seoretar1 then placed betore the Commi •• ieners a 
oontrast which be had drafted to eo"er .uoh an arrangement .. lth re.pe.t 
to t'wl BdUGatton Code. Ho stated that thla oontr .. t ha4been di.o .... 4 
.. ith the people at stanford and allo with representative. of the CiY11 
8er,,1.e 0..-1 •• 10n mel of the Director of 1I'lnanoe In Sacra_nw and tbat 
It h.a4 been tentatlve17 appl'Oved by- both grou.ps. Atter ~11 dl.oQ.ion 
and loa. revision. of the Seorotal7's dra1"t JIr. Jl'il4ew .... a -.tlon 
which .... "oll4ed b, Jbo. S ... and uoaimou.17 passed thn the C~ 
of the Coals.ion oe authorlled to enter into a oontl'aet with s\D1'ori 
tJnlverait;r aubahntla1l7 similar to the contraot submitt.d '1>1 the 
beouti"e S"rotar7 whioh contract mould 1181t PIVlllllnts to be _de 
to Stanford to $10.000 unl.s. mother .. unt 1& ag.eed to in writing . 
b7 the pal"t i.s. , 

!he Exe.uti,.. Seoretary then st.ted that he had drafted a s!mil .. 
oontraot .. ith Stanford Unlver.it, .o"eping the work to l:>e clon. on tbe 
Agenda program of the Co..r.&1on. UteI' tIlll duou •• ion _d ... 
peTidons or the Seor.tar7' s dratt ... a_n IU.4e a IIOtl"B _leb... .. 
seoond4l4 01 .P. Shaw and unanlaoual7 pa ... d that the Clllliraa ot the 
Co.-1 .. 10n be autboplaed to exeoute • oontraot with Stanford 
.ubstantial17 s1m11ar to tho con1lput sub81tt.4 b7 the Bxeoutl.,o Secr.tarr • 
• hiob oontr .. t should. l1m1t pay •• ts to be aad. to Stanf ..... 110 ".000 
unl ... anotMr .. unt is agl"eed. to in 'lD'lUng b7 the puUe.. It .... 
agl'~ed. that attort sbould be 11&4. to obhiD the fund. to t"...o .u 
contraot froa the IIOne, available to tM Co.taa1on prlor to.,...., 
or thl1 ,..ar. 

• 

I, .. 



, 
• • 

.' 
".' 

M:I.mlte. of meeting of 
Calif'orn:l.a X- Rniaion COlIIIIli.aiOll 
Kq 22, 19~4 

The Elte8Utive SecretaI7 tho reponed that. he had. m.ade a prelim-.ry 
.tuq of 1H_bl¥ COIlolU'leat Ruel1l1;ion H •• 8 ~HDg apon t.he C-ia.lon 
to aake a .t.uq of cena1n .e.U~ ot t.he. Probate Code, the CiTil Cod. 
aad t.he Inherituce Tax Law. He stated. that he pro,. ... to get. iIl'Mch 
lIith .Mr. Hut.ernn, the apouor e£ t.he reaob.t.!oa, to'db ... v1*h bill 
t.nber preo1.eJt 1Ihat i. de'ired, aad \hat he wUllllke a hrtllar r.pen 
t.o _ \he Cclmmi.rion on t.hiI matte;r: lIh ... hehaa t.b1. 1n!ol'll&1ii .... 

The EucutiT8 _Secretary then nap.t.ed. t.he d •• irabUityof 
•• tabllahing a aal1 renlviDg i'1m4 t.o be used t.o defraT miDor expeue. of 

,the c-d •• ion. Thill matter ... dilauaed, ad a met.ion t.hen __ by .Mr. Swan, 
seQOllded by .Mr. BUbage, and ~.'. .' :paaHd tll&t. a renlriag t1IIlIl lor t.he 
Lp Rniaion c-i.UOIl ill t.he -.o11II.1i el JJQ0 be .. Qj)11aBed. lad t.hat \be 
PlucutiT8 Seeretary be autbonsad t.o 81p _aka on the .f'IIad. 

The Chairman 01 the r.onei8.1en then atated that he had reoeiftd a 
let.t.er fl'Qlll Mr. ao._ Farley, t.he LegLllat.in bpre •• tatin of tae SRte 
Bar. adrll1Jlg that. \be Beard. of Go~1'II of t.he Stat.eBar hIIIl ftI(IUI.ted. 
t.he 0-1 Hioa to include the .abj .. , .f ~ Negl.igenoe .. b.t_ 
Hwlbutii aad Wit. OIl it. agucla tor at:I&dy. 1fier dinWl.ion a _tioa vas 
..a., ...,..ed &Dd. unu1vw.q pya" t.Bat t.hiI aat.1;er be referred t.o the 
Exewti .... Secret.ary lor .t.udy aad repert;. 

The ~ ot th. c-i.aioa thell ra:Laed t.he quui;i.on whether .ab­
~t.t.ee, lis:; '11;1 be appoint.ed. at \lib "Wae t.OI-.perri." t.u -nt of t.he 
ea.i.lioa on tIM Jpnd& ad' on the •• eat.3.0Jl Gade. Ut.eI" __ diallUlWlA 
it. ".. d""ed. that. it. 1I'01Ild be at. __ qry t.e ..,."a' ,\101'1. .1Ib-.-ittee. -. 

There beiDg DO f1I.nher bUillel., \be aeet.ing vas adjo1ll'Ull at. 
314' P.)!. 
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