11/4/69
First Supplement to Memorandum 69-12L4
Subject: Functlon of ILaw Revision Commission
The attached portion of the latest Annusl Report of the New York
Iaw Revision Commission may be of interest.

Respectfully submitted,

John H. DeMoully
Executive Secretary



st Supp. EXHTRIT I
Yemo 59-120

WEPORT OF THE LAW REVISION COMMISSTON
FOR 1960
At the opening of the 10969 legislatlve scssion Assemblyman
Edward F. Crawford, as Chairman of the Assembly Judiciary Committee,
and Assemblyman Prescott B. Huntington, as Chairman of the Assembly

Codes Committec, becamc members ex officio of the Cornmission.

T. 'THE COMMISSION'S ORGANIZATION AND PROCEDURE

The Law Revision Commisslon was created by chapiter 597 of the
Laws of 1934, which enacted article lL-A of the Lepgislative Law.
Tt consistis of the chairmen of the Copmittees on the Judiciary and
on Codes of the Senate and Asseuwbly, as members ex officio, and
five members appointed by the Governor, ecach for a term of five
years. The statute provides that four members appointed by the
Governor shall be attorneys and counsclors ab law, zdmitted to
practice in the courts of this State, and at least two of them shall
be members of low facultics of universities or law schools within
“he State.

The Commission iz charped by statute with the following duties:

1. To examine the common law snd statutes of the state
and current judicial decisions for the purpose of discovering
defects and anachronisms in the law and recommending needed

reforms.

2, To receive and consider proposed changes in the law
recommended by the American Law Tnstitute, the commissioners

for the promotion of uniformity of legislaetion in the United
Stetes, any bar associatlon Or other learned bodies.

3., 'To receive and concilder suggestions from Judges,
Justices, public officials, lawyers and the public generally
as to defects and anachronicms in the law.



L. To vecommend, from time to time, such changes in

the law as it deems necessary to modify or eliminate

antiguated and inequitahle rules of law, and to bring

the law of this state, civil ang erinmlnal, into harmony

with modern conditionsz.

The offlices of the Commission are at Tthaca, New York in
Myron Taylor Hall.

A number of studies undertaken by the Commlssion have been msde
8t the direction of the Legislature. Studies have also been made in
response to requests by the Governor and by other officers of the
State government. Soms studlies have involved problems suggested by
bar assoclations and other organizations, and by public officers,
Judges, lawyers and laymen. In‘oﬁhar instances, the Commission
through its oun examination of stetutes, case law and iegal literature,
nas ascertained the need for now legislation or for the amendment of
existing statules.

Each year the Commission reviows the prolems that have been
brought to its atiention and sclects a number of them for study.

In making its selection, the Commission considers whether the problem
is such that a legal study i needed and whether there are guestions
involved on which the opinion of the Commissicn would be helpful to
the Legislature. Proposals relating solely or primarily to matters

"*“in the special fields of other depoartments and agencles of the
govermment are referred to those bodies.

Bills to carry out its recommendations ore drafted by the
Commission and thelr introduction in the Legislature is made or

srranged by the ex officio members of the Commission, Multilithed

-



copies of the formel wacompepdations of the Commisslon are placed
on the desk of each nerber of the Teplslature following the
introductlon of the bilils. The ox officio mermbers bring to the
ettention of the Commission ausstions relating to the bills which
may arise during thelr cenaiﬁcrntion Ly the Legislature.

During the legisintive secsion the Commission distributes
multilithed copics of 3its recommendations to bar associations
‘“hiroughout the State, te of ficlal and unofficlal agencies concerned
with legislation, and to all interested persons who request them.

The research reports considered by the Commission in its study
of topics on which recommendations are made are not printed at the
time the recommcndations zre presented to the Lepislature. Multi~
“tthed copies, in the form in which they were prepared for use by
the Commission, ere made avellable as unpubliished and unedited
material to members of the Legizlature who request them and, to the
extent permitted by the limlted number of coples, to members of
par assocliation commiitess who prepare reoports on the bills
recomnended by the Complssion.

Vhile the bills are before the Lepgislature, the Commlission
smeks to inform itself of all criticlsms of the bills and suggestions
Jor improving them, and this material is cerefully considered. On
some occasions the Commiscion has wlithdravn a recommendation for
‘urther study in the 1light of objections; on others, it has recom-
onded amendment of its bilis., To 2llow time for comment and
tonsideration of criticism, actlion on the Commission's bills has
customarily been deferred by the Leglislature unbil after a
»ublic hearing on the'bills held jointly by the Senate and
tgsembly Committees on the Judiciary and on Codes. It has been

:ustomary to hold this public hearing after the middle of

rebruary. -~Z -



