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Memorandum 86-207
Subject: Study L-1040 - Public Guardian and Public Administrator
(Comments on Tentative Recommendation)

The Commission distributed for comment in September 1986 its
tentative recommendation relating to public guardians and public
administraters. We have received the letters attached to this
memorandur as Exhibits 1-28. This memorandum analyzes the general
comments included in the letters. Points addressed to specifie
provisions of the tentative recommendation are analyzed following the
relevant provisions 1n the revised draft of the tentative
recommendation, which is alsc attached to this memorandum.

0f the letters commenting on the tentative recommendation, over
half commented generally on the recommendations. Of these all but one
supported the recommendations, either without exception or subject to
a few specific problems. Typical comments are: “Overall, the
tentative recommendations are excellent.” (Belan M, Wagner of Pacific
Palisades (Exhibit 2)). "In my opinion, each change has merit, and I
have no additional changes to suggest.” (Judge Robert R. Willard of
Ventura Superior Gourt (Exhibit 3))}. "We are in agreement with almost
all of the recommendations." (Barbara A. Cain, Deputy Public
Administrator of Marin County {(Exhibit 21)).

The California State Association of Public Administrators, Public
Guardians, and Public Conservators (Exhibits 25 and 29) supports the
tentative recommendations 1in general, and specifically applauds the
Commission’'s efforts to cover, at least partially, the costs of the
Public Guardian/Administrator, "Our Association appreciates the
commission's appropriate shifts of the burden of costs of services
from overburdened counties to the estates, insofar as is possible.”

One commentator was disturbed by and objected to the general
thrust of the tentative recommendations. Gilbert Moody of Turlock
(Exhibit 7) states, "I think the Public Administrator's powers and
reimbursement for expense should be much limited and restricted from
their present powers rather than expanded. In fact, I think if there

is anyone else avaliable to act as a guardian or administrator,
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particularly administrator, he should be given precedence over the
Public Administrator, and the Public Guardlan and Public Administrator
should be at the bottom of the list of those who may be appointed.”
In support of this position, Mr. Moody cites the experience of his
firm with the public administrator's office. He helieves the office
is insensitive to the needs and feelings of interested persons. He
reports a case where the public administrator's office advised a
person to let that office handle the estate hecause a private lawyer
would bhe more time consuming and expensive. He reports another case
where a person in a mental health unit for a short time because of
alcoholism returned home to find the public guardian had cleaned out
the house and sold all the furnishings for a small amount,

In fact, the public administrator is already at the bottom of the
list of appointees for administration. All kin and beneficiaries are
higher in priority than the public administrator, and the only persons

lower in prilority are creditors and "other" persons.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathaniel Sterling
Assistant Executive Secretary
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Meme 86-207 ' - EXHIBIT 1 : _ 1-800
’ : : L~1035
‘ L-1033
JEROME SAPIRO
ATTORNEY AT LAW L-1040

SUTTER PLals, SUITE 3O
1388 SUTTER STAELT
San Faancisco, CA, 84109-3415
(413) 928-13515

Oct. 10, 1986

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, CA, 94303-4739

- Re: Tentative Recommendations,
dated September, 198&
Proposed Estate and Trust Code

Hon. Commissioners:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment upon
your proposed recommendations concerning the following subjects.

PUBLIC GUARDIAN AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, #L1040, Sept.l986

On the question raised at p.4 of your resume concerning
elimination of appraisal or self-appraisal by a conserv-
ator or Public Guardian, they are not normally gqualified
to make such appraisals (when not a co-owner) on such
items as jewelry, furnishings, securities, etc. 1In
small estates we can usually obtain broker's appraisals
for free and others do cooperate in keeping cost down,
if aware of the circumstances. Appraisals do serve as

a protection to both conservators and the Public Guardian.
Perhaps some provision accepting letterhead appraisals
from qualified sources as an alternative to formal
Referee appraisal in small estates should be considered.

Your recommendations at p. 5 and in §§ 2920 and 7621
adding that a Public Guardian or Public Administrator

- can take charge of property to protect against mis-
appropriation is a good one. Over-reaching of the
infirm and elderly is too freguent an occurrence, and
anything that will allow the protection of them and
their estates gets my approval.

I do think that the temporary file retention period for
the Public Administrator discussed at p.8 and contained
in §7685 (b) at p.32 is too short. The proposed 2 year
period should be extended to 4 or 5 years. It would be
more appropriate and protective. The permanent filed
statement is but a resume and may not reveal all that
original records do.
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CAVEAT the proposal that unclaimed summary disposition
funds should be deposited into the County Treasury as
part of the general fund seems wrong. {p.9 and §7643({a).
It is my recommendation that such funds be deposited
with the County Treasurer for ultimate transmission to
the State Treasurer. These funds should be used as
part of State planning and funding, i.e., the State
could grant assistance from such earmarked funds to
Counties prorated in accordance with their populaticn
to assist the elderly and infirm. You have included
and recommended other provisions in the law to see
that counties are reimbursed and Public Guardians and
Public Administrators and their expenses paid.

§7682 concerning payment of debts, -what about the payment
of anv taxes or public liens for past care? Should this
not be specifically mentioned, and a position of priority
assigned? It might be well to add that no formal claim

is rgquired - a letter or other written notice should
suffice. This should be spelled out in the sectlon.

In.any event, I do_appreciate the chance to reﬁiew these
proposals in advance. It is part of the educaticnal process.,

Respectfully,

%M
erome Sapiro

JS:mes




Memo 86-207 : EXHIBIT 2 Study L-1040

BELAN M. WAGNER
ATTORMNEY AT LLAW
18200 SUNSET BOULEVARD, SINTE 207
PACIFIC PALISADES, CA 90272
(213) 454.0837

October 10, 1986

California Law Revision Committee
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, CA 94303—4739

Re: Comments relating to
TENTATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR
PUBLIC GUARDIAN AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

Gentlemen:

Overall, the tentative recommendations are
excellent.

However, please refer to proposed section 7681(d).
I do NOT believe the public &ministrator should have authority
to sell real property of a decedent without permission of the
Court first had and obtained after notice to all interested
persons.

Very truly yours,

BMW:4f | - | éEé%:%:T”zzzzgéééégﬂpwipv’//




- Memo 86-207 - EXHIBIT 3
L-1040

CHAﬂ-BER. or ’ . L_1033

The Superior Tt s
VENTURA., CALIFORNIA i:?gg_,’
ROBERT R. WILLARD, Jupae

- October 10, 1986

California Law Revision Comnission
4000 Middlefield Rd.

Suite D=2 ,

Palo Alto, CA 94303-4739

Gentlemen:

I have reviewed the five tentative recommendations relating to
probate law and procedure that you mailed October 3, 1986.

In my opinion each change has merit, and I have no additional
changes to suggest.

I am sending the tentative recommendation on public guardians
and administrators to the Ventura County Public Guardian and
Administrator for her caments, if any.

Sincerely,

 Robert R, Willard
Judge of the Superior Court

RRW:vm

ce: Catherine E. Johnston
Public Administrator & Guardian
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Memo 86-207 EXHIBIT 5 - Study L-80Q0
Study 1-1040

A\ 4 Western Surety Company

- Office of General Counsel

October 14, 1986

California Law Revision Commission
State of Califcrnia

4000 Middlefield Rcad, Suite D=2
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4739

Gentlemen:

Re: Studies L-800 & L-1040; Tentative Recommendations
Relating to Nonresident Decedents and Public Guardian
and Public Administrator (Cur File CA 4372-B)

I am writing in general support of these recently distributed
tentative recommendations relating to the proposed new estate
and trust code. This Company writes fiduciary bonds of the
sort contemplated in this proposal in all 50 states.

L-1040

?his Ccmpany.is in full agreement with proposed §2906 restat-
ing the requirement of bond currently contained in Welfare

and Institutions Code §8008, and with all other provisions of
this proposal.

Thapk you very much for permitting us to comment on these ten-
tatlve.recommendatlons. Please keep us on the mailing list
regarding these and related estate and trust recommendations.

Yours yery truly,

DAN L. KIRBY

DLK:glh
cc: A-K Associates, Inc.
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L-1033

: 1-1035

Burriss. SuMNeER & PaLLEY 1L-800
A PROFESSIOMNAL CORFORATION L_].O","S

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
QLD MILL QFFICE CENTER
201 SAM ANTONIQ CIRCLE
SUITE 180
MOUNTAIN VIEW. CALIFORNIA 24040

(415 948-7127

October 14, 1986

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, CA 9Qu4303-4739

Gentlemen:

I have no comment with regard to most of the tentative
recommendations relating to probate law, as most appear both
necessary and useful.

I do object, however, to the change of title. I see no

particular purpose in changing the name of the code from Probate
Code to Estate and Trust Code, particularly in light of the fact
that we are accustomed to dealing with a Uniform Probate Code as is
most of the country.

The change of title is unnecessary, expensive, will create
confusion, and in the long runm will cost a great deal of money
in changing the cross-references which currently exist in other
California Codes,

My suggestion is that the title remain the same.

Yeryftruly yomrs,

NPSH

SUSAN HOWIE BURRISS

SHB:cd
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GILBERT MOODY B o - 1-1035
VERNON JOHNSON | 1-80Q

EDWIN MACH ATTORNEYS AT LAW L-1045 ,
THOMAS HOLSINGER 250 WEST MAIN, TURLOCK, CA 95380 - (209) 632- 1086

October 15, 1986

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Rd., Suite D-2
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4739

Re: Probate Law Revision
Gentlemen:

Thank you for sending me your recommendations relating to
probate law and procedure. I think there are some wvery good
proposed revisions, and there is only one part that disturbs
me and to which I object. This has to de with the Public
Guardian and Public Administrator. I think the Public Admin-
istrator's powers and reimbursement for expense should be
much limited and restricted from their present powers rather
than expanded. 1In fact, I think if there is anyone else
available to act as a guardian or administrator, particularly
administrator, he should be given precedence over the Public
Administrator, and the Public Guardian and Public Administra-
tor should be at the bottom of the list of those who may be
appointed.

I think too in a Will contest the law should provide for
appointment of a Public Administrator only if requested by
all parties to a contest.

Our experience with the PA office has led to this conclusion.
Some of the employees seem to run rough-shod over the needs
and feelings of people and those interested as friends,
relatives, or heirs. I have one probate administration where
it was reported to me by a client that she had been told by
the Public Administrator's employee that she should not have

a private attorney handle the administration; that the Public
Administrator's office should do it, and that if it was turned
over to a private attorney the time and cost would be much
greater than if the Public Administrator handled it.

I had another incidence where a client was in a mental health
unit for a short time because of his alcoholism. When he
returned home, he found that the Public Guardian had cleaned
out his house and sold all of his furnishings for a rather
small amount, and including some rather valuable antique ware
and furniture.
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October 15, 1986
Page 2

Likewise, I do not think the Public Administrator's fees for
conserving an estate should be increased to $350.00, and I
don't think there should be any standard fee; that they should
be required to apply to the court for an allowance after proper
notice according to the time and trouble they have had in
conserving the estate.

1 am also enclosing the questionnaire regarding probate practice,
and I would strongly object to the proposal relating to changing
the fees to a review process. The present system allows for
adjustment of the statutory fees and commission which is suffi-
cient protection in my view. I think adoption of the proposal
would just promote rabid competition by some offices, with heirs
going from office to office to check ocut the lowest bids.

I do think there should be a minimum fee and commission allowed
for estates under $15,000.00. I have handled estates where there
has been real property of a value.of $500.00 or $1,000.00 or
$2,000.00 or $3,000.00, and obviously 4% of these values does not
begin to pay for the work. Fortunately the courts have been
genercus in allowing extraordinary fees, but I would suggest a
minimum of $250.00 to $300.00.

What can happen in relation to fee allowances can be illustrated
by what happened in our county a few years ago. Attorneys had
normally been asking for $500.00 extraordinary fees for preparing
federal estate tax returns. A couple Judges took the position
that the work wasn't worth more than $250.00, so we and perhaps
quite a few other attorneys just quit doing them and the Judges
never said a word about payment of $750.00 to accountants.

Thank you for your consideration.




Memo 86-207

STEPHEN M. CHANDLER
LELAND W. BRUNER
STEPHEN A, RICKS
STEPHEN G. CHANDLER

EXHIBIT 8
) [ 3

LAW OFFICES OF .
CHANDLER, BRUNER & RICKS
PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION )
BEST BUILDING, |330 EAST |4™ STREET
SAN LEANDRO, CALIFORNIA 94877-475!

A, W. BRUNER (190)-1982)

JOSHUA L. BRIGHT (415} 483-14a4a

October 16, 1986

Mr. John H. DeMoully

Executive Secretary

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4739

Dear Mr. DeMoully:

I received the Law Revision Commission's tentative
recommendations relating to probate law with your cover
letter of October 3, 1986. I reviewed the enclosures and
find them to be a very excellent job and really have no
particular comment other than my congratulations to the
Commission. I would like to receive any future mailings.

Very truly yours,
CHANDLER, BRUNER & RICKS
Leland W. Bruner

LWB/tm




Memo 86-207 EXHIBIT 9 ' , Study 1-1040

LAY OFFICES
HOUSER & SANBQORN
2650 ATLANTIC AVENUE
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA $0302-3294
©{213) 432.8943

EVERETT HOUSER
WARREN L. SANBORM

October 22, 1986

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, #D-2
Palo alto, California 94303-4735

My review of the tentative recommendations of the Estate and
Trust Code are as follows:

L-1045 - Useful
1-1035 - Okay
L-1033 - Fine

L—1040/: Okay as far as it goes. My experience has been
in Los Angeles County where both of these cffices
are sadly behind schedule. Some means should be
devised to require a more rapid termination of
cases, or the use of private attorneys by court
appointment when the schedules get more than six
months behind. '

L—BOO - Approved

This is my first shipment of papers, so I may have missed something.
I am involved right now with a trust which should be revocable under
§2280 of the Civil Code. Husband and wife set up the trust to bene-
fit each other and after the death of the survivor to go to numerous
‘beneficiaries. The wife died first. The husband wishes to revcke
the trust, and the defense is that everyone of the contingent bene-
ficiaries has to be notified and given a chance to protect his
contingezcy. I think this point should be settled by statutory

ERETT HOUSER

EH:da




Studies: L-800

L-1033

Memo 86-207 EXHIBIT 10 L-1035
L-1040

WILBUR L. COATS L-1085

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

TELEPHONE (619) 748-6512

October 23, 1986
California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Rd., Suite D-2
Palo Alte, Ca 94303

Dear Commission Staff:
Comments relate to studies 1033, 1035, 1040, 1045, and 800.

I concur with all changes except as sel forth below concerning
study 1040,

The term "resasonable fee for service” in referring to fees to

be charged for services rendered by the Public Guardian and

Publiec Administrator appear too broad and are going to cause

a great deal of non-uniformity throughout the State. Each court
will determine the fee according to its "liberal" or "conservative"
view of charges for service rendered. It appears to me that the
State has an obligation, as it does in setting probate fees, except
for extraordinary fees, to state with specificity the range of

fee charges. I suggest that a minimum dollar amount be set forth
and a percent above that pegged to the dollar value of the property
handled be established in the code as the proper fee. I believe

it is important to establish specific guiddines rather than the
subjective term "reasonable".

Regarding the appraisal of an estate it appears that if an estate
consists of real property only or real property and other personal
assets not exceeding a value of $1000.00 or some similar dollar amount
the estate should be appraised by the nominated or appointed Guardian
or Conservator. GEspecially onerous for a Guardian or Conservator

is the necessity to either borrow money or sell an asset to pay an
appraiser when an estate does not have any cash or a minimal amount

of cash but may have a valuable piece of real property which may be
the residence of the conservatee or the minor.

Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed changes.

Very truly vyours,

)i, £ Guls

Wilbur L. Coats

12758 Poway Road, Suite 104, Poway, California 92064




Studies: L-800

8 L-1033
KILPATRICK, CLAYTON, MEYER & MADDEN L-1040
A PROFESSICGHNAL CORPORATION _1045
ATTORNEYS AT LA&AW
R. J. RILPATRICH 200 PINE AVENUE, SUITE 606
STERLING S. CLAYTON POST OFFICE BAQX 2210

DONALD W, MEYER
PHILIP M. MADDEN
STEVEN A. JONES )
MONTGOMERY COLE 1213y 775-3206
SCOTT M. KOPPEL

TEREMCE KILPATHICK

LOMNG BEACH, CALIFORMNIA S0B801-2210

(213] 435-55655

~October 22, 1986

Mr. John H. DeMoully

Executive Secretary

California Law Revision Commission
4200 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, California 94303-4739

Dear Mr. DeMoully:

I have reviewed the five tentative recommendations pertaining
to probate law and procedure sent to me for review and
comment. I think the recommended changes are all improvements
in existing law, and the only particular observation I would
make pertains to the tentative recommendations regarding the
public guardian and public administrator. Apparently, it is
now proposed that the public guardian will not be restricted
insofar as statutory fees are concerned and that it will be
left simply with a "reasonable fpe" determination., It would
seem to me that the determination of a reasonable fee, or at
least its approval, should be subject to court review and
authorization.

Yours very truly,

KILPATRICK, CLAYTON, MEYER & MADDEN
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LAW OFFICES

HARVEY M. PARKER PARKER, BERG, SOLDWEDEL & PALERMO _ JAY D RINEHART
J.HAROLD BERG * A PARTNERSHIP INCLUDING PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS mn.lgzsrl.-v?:;nmn
:::zn": .5;';2‘: :—1‘;5: * 301 EAST cz nL_‘c:TF::A S cc:;n:l.: LEVARD RQN:‘.ZEE’:&E CAID
* 4 PROFESSICHAL CORPORATION PASADENA,CALIFORNIA 9110)

AREA COOE: B18-783-5196
AREA CODE: 213+-681-722¢6

October 27, 1986

Mr. John H. DeMoully

Executive Secretary

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, California 94303-4739

Re: Tentative Recommendations
Relating to Probate Law
Your Letter dated October 3, 1986

Gentlemen:

Thank you for the Tentative Recommendations Relating
to Probate Law which yvou sent to me under your letter of October 3,
1986.

I would like tc make the following counter-recommendations
and comments with regard to the tentative recommendation relating
to the Public Guardian and Public Administrator: :

1. Public Guardian's Bond: The Public Guardian should
be treated similar to a bank or trust company which do not need to
post a bond in connection with the administration of an estate,
since it would appear that the assetsof the Public Guardian would

" be sufficient to cover any misfeasance. In any event, there should
be at least a threshhold under which the public should bear the cost
of the bond rather than the estate, i.e., value of estate less than
'4$25,000. Otherwise, the cost of a bond will eat into the estate of
the ward, which eventually will become a public charge, anyway.

2. Appraisal of Estate: The protection that currently
exists against fraud in an estate is the requirement of having an
independent person appointed to appraise the assets of the estate.
This requirement should be continued in all estates of more than
$500.00. The cost of an appraisal by the Probate Referee in said
estates 1s very nominal and should be continued in order to pro-
vide a safeguard of all persons interested in the estate against
fraud.

submitted,

PRP/dml
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- 3
LG = [ 7 et 19

CALTFORNIA LAW REVISION COMMISSION
4000 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD SUITE D-2
PALO ALTO, CA 94303-47239

FO=m

NIESSAGE

PLEASE FIND ENCLOSED THE COPIES OF THE TENTATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS
MY ATTEWTION FOR MY

I HAVE WRITTEN MY COMMENTS ON THE RECOMMENDATION DOCU-
PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT MY OFFICE WITH ANY QUESTIONS

RELATING TO PROBATE LAW WHICH WAS SENT TO
REVIEW.
MENTS,

REGARDING MY COMMENTS,

~ SIGNED

RERLY

REDIFORM ., 48 471

SIHGNED

SEND PARTS 1 ANIT 3 INYALT -
PART 3 WHL BE RETURNMED WiTi REFLY.

MELVIN C. KERWIN

Jul200 -
Study L-1040 -

wer® TRIP

|
——

MELVIN C. KERWIN, ESQUIRE
1040 MARSH ROAD SUITE #120
MENLO PARK, CA 94025

(415)32%7-8060

pate 10/22/86

- DATE | // //

POLY PAK (50 SETE) 4P 471
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TERTATIVE RECOMMENDATION RELATING TO
PUBLIC GUARDIAN AND PUBLIC: ADMINISTRATOR

PUBLIC GUARDIAN

The new code relocates the public pguardlan statute from the
Welfare and Institutions Codel to the Guardianship and
Conservatorship Law. At the same time, the new code makes a few
significant substantive changes in the law,

Public guardian's bond. The official bond of the public guardian

and the liability of the county for the public guardian stand in place
of the ordinary hond of a guardian or comnservator. Since the publie
guardian's bond and liability are for the benefit and protection of
the ward or conservatee and persons Interested in the estate of the

ward or conservatee, it is proper that thege persons, rather than the

public, ShO“1@_}252;_}23__EE§E;E—~ The new code allows as a claim
against the estate of the ward or conservatee a share of the cost of
the public guardian's bond.3 This amount is remitted to the county
treasury to offset the publiec expenditure for the official bond and
other public liability of the county.

1. VWelf. & Inst. C. §§ B8000-8015.

2. A puardian or conservator is generally allowed the amount of
reasonable expenses incurred in performance of the duties, including
the cost of any surety bond gilven. Prob. Code § 2623(a). '

3. The statutory share is $25 plus %% of the amount of an estate
greater than $10,000. This amount 1is subject to revision, depending
ultimately on the small estate non-appralisal provisions ultimately
adopted. See discussion of “Appralsal of estate," below.




Court ordered public pguardianship or conservatorship, If the
court orders the guardianship or conservatorship of any person or
estate Into the public guardlan's hands, existing law provides 1in one
place that the public guardian "may act" as guardian or conservator and
in another that the publiec guardian ™shall" procure letters of
guardianship or conservatorship.4 As a consequence, whether the
public guardian must accept a court referral is not clear. The new
code makes clear the public guardian must accept a court-referred
guardianship or ceonservatorship. However, the court may not order the
referral except upon 15 days’ mnotice to the public guardian, a court
hearing, and a determination that there is no other person qualified
and willing to act and that the public puardianship or conservatorship
is necesgsary. This wWill ensure that persons and property in need of
protection will receive it, and that the public pguardian will bde
required to act cnly in appropriate cases.

Jurisdiction of public guardian, Existing law provides that the

public guardian may act with respect to persons and property "in the
count:r."5 However, a person domiciled in the county may require
protection when temporarily outside the county {(including
institutionalization outside the cbqnty), or the person's property
requiring protection may be situated outside the county. Jurisdiction
should be based on domicile, regardless of the temporary location of

the person or property, The new code implements this concept.

4. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8006.

5. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8006.




.

Taking possession or control of property., Whether or not the

public guardian is ultimately appointed guardian or conservator, the
public guardian may take immediate possession or control of property in
need of protection because it 1s subject to waste, lack of care, or
loss. The new code extends this authority to property that is subject
to misappropriation ras well,

Existing law sets a statutory fee for the services of the public
guardian in taking charge of the ward's or conservatee's property. The
statutory fee 1s subject to a $25 minimum and a $500 mr:t::cirnum.I6 These
limits are arbiltrary, and bear ne reasonable relation to the actual
cost to the public guardian of providing services. The proposed law
eliminates the statutory maximum and minimum fees, leaving the publiccjﬁﬁvziz
guardian simply with a reasonable fee for services.

Employment of attorneys. Existing law enables the public guardian .«

to employ private attorneys if necessary, provided the cost can be
defrayed out of estate funds.7 The new code broadens this authority
even where estate funds are insufficient by enabling the public
guardian to employ private attorneys where satisfactory pro bonc or
contingency fee arrangements can be made. This will enable the public
guardian to obtain adequate legal representation for the ward's or

conservatee's estate without cost to the public or the estate.

6. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8006.5.

Welf.

& Inst,




Appraisal of estate. Ordinarily a guardianship or conservatorship
\Bestate must be appraised.a The appraisal reciuirement is a

q substantial and unnecessary burdepn in the case of small '.es.t.au:es9 and
-

estates where the assets will not be scld., The Commission has under

. = review proposals to eliminate appraisals lor to substitute conservator
for probate referee appraisal in appropriate cases, such as small

JV/ estates, estates that will not be sold, and estates eligible for Social
Zb' Security Supplemental Income Bvenei*‘its.l0 The object of this review
ﬂw iz to simplify administration in small estates and to prevent the

ward's or conservatee's assets from being consumed in administrative

W ﬁ/ expenses, The new provisions would ¥ to estates administered bdy
: private conservators as well the public guardian. The Commission

M, Dishosition assets on death of ward or conservatee, On the
'f.v‘ death of e ward or conservatee the public administrator may pay

58 of last illness and funeral expenses, and may liquidate an

tate worth less than $20,000 by summary court proceedings if existing
liquid assets are insufficient for payment.ll This i1is a useful
- procedure, and the new code expands it to perfnit liquidation and
payment of other reasonable guardian or conservator charges as well,
inciuding unpaid court approved attoi‘ney’s faes.12 However, because

V/{P f of the expansion and because of the summary nature of the court

;/ " proceedings, the new code restricts the liquidation procedure to the
smallest estates——those worth less than §5,000.

B. Prob. Code § 2810.

9. An estate handled by the publiec guardian need not be appraisad
if worth fifty dellars or less. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8011.

10. The current $SSI asset limit is $1,600.
11. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8012.
12. The new code makes this revision in Section 2631, which is

applicable teo any guardian or conservator and is not limited to the
public guardian,
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PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

The provisions of existing law governing public adminilstrators
are generally continued in the new code without substantive change, or
with only minor changes that are noted in the Comments to the new code
and to the repealed provisions of existing law. There are a number of
more significant changes, however, that are noteworthy.

Property subject to loss, injury, waste, or misappropriation. A
public administrator must take charge of a decedent's property either
(1) upon court order or (2) if there is no personal representative and
the property is subject to loss, injury, or waste.13 The new code
extends this requirement to  property that is subject to
misappropriation as well. However, the public administrator is given
express immunity with respect to property the public administrator is
unable to obtain control of.

In carrving out this responsibility, the public administrator may
make.a search for other property, a will, and burial instructions,
including a search of the decedent's safe deposit box, but only if
there are reasonable grounds to believe that the public administrator
may be appeinted personal representative.l4 This limitation is
unduly restrictive, since there may be an immediate need for action
regardless of the likelihcod the public administrater will ultimately
be the personal representative., The new code deletes the likelihood
of appointment requirement. The new code alszo adds a requirement that
if the search reveals additional property of the decedent that is
subject to loss, injury, or waste, the person in possession must

surrender the property to the public administrator.

13. Prob. Code § 1140.

14, Prob. Code § 1141,




-Existing law sets a statutory fee for the services of a publie
administrator in searching for and taking charge ofl the decedent's
property that is subject to loss, injury, or waste, The statutory fee
is subject to a $25 minimum and a $500 maximum.ls These limits are
arbitrary, and bear no reasonable relation to the actual cost to the
public administrator of providing the =services. The new code
eliminates the statutory maximum and minimum fees, leaving the public
administrator simply with a reasonable fee for services, )

Public administrator's bond. The official bond of the publie

administrator and the 1liability of the county for the publiec

adminlstrator stand in place of the ordinary bond of a personal
representative, Since the public administrator's bond and liability
are for the benefit and protection of persons Iinterested in the estates
administefed by the public administrator, it is proper that these
beneficiaries, rather than the public, should bear the cost. The new
code allows as a charge agalnst every estate administered by the public
administrator a share of the cost of the public administrator's
bon.d.16 This amount is remitted to the county treasury to offset the
public expenditure for the officjal bond and other public liability of

the county.

15. Prob. Code § 1144.5.

16, The statutory share is $25 for an estate of $10,000 or less
and %% of the amount of an estate greater than $10,000. This amount is
subject to revision, depending ultimately on the small estate
non-appraisal provisions ultimately adopted, See Tentatlve
Recommendation relating to Inventory and Appraisal {to be published).




Summary _proceedings, Most estates Thandled by' the public

administrator are small estates that are  uneccnomical to

' administer.17 Existing law seeks to. cure this problem by providing

summary proceedings for wuse by the publiec administrater in small

estates.18 The existing definition of a small estate, however, is

unrealistically ldw-—$3,000 for independent action by the publie

administrator, and $20,000 for actlon with court authorization. The

new code increases these amounts to allow independent action by the

public administrator if the estate is less than $10,000, or upon court

authorization if the estate 1s 1less than $60,000. These amounts

correspond to the amounts that define a small estate under general

Probate Code provisions enabling collection and transfer of small

estates without administration.lg Increasing the amounts should place

the operation of the public administrator's office on a more sound

economic basis, C:jf;b?té{
In conducting summary administration proceedings, the public

administrator may liquidate personal property assets but not real

property assets.20 This limitation unduly impairs the utility of the

summary proceedings. The new code provides that, so long as the total

estate is small, the public administrator may sell real property that-—-?i“*-zzx'

is part of the estate. The sale should be subjeet to court - &y

confirmation, howvever, just as sales under ordinary estate 1vw4¢~1-(:

administration.(yM T AL e ? )

17. For example, James R. Scannell, Public Administrator feor the
City and County of San Francisco, informs the Law Revision Commission
that 70% of the estates handled by his office are less than $10,000 in
value and 88% are less than $50,000 in value., See Minutes of Meeting
of California Law Revision Commission (March 15-14, 1986) at 28.

18. Prob. Code § 1143,

19. Prob. Code § 13000 et seq, P 2 O‘ﬁé- )L Ve ol

-

20. Prob. Code §§ 1143-1144, A W —t JM




Because no notice to creditors is given under summary proceedings,
the new code includes two protections for creditors not found under
existing law. First, the new cocde requires payment of claims made any
time before distribution of the decedent's property is made, as opposed
to the four-meonth claim period applicable in ordinary administration
proceedings in which creditors recelve published notice, To avold
precipitate distributions, the new code prohibits distribution wuntil
four - months after commencement of summary disposition proceedings.
Secoﬁd, the new code imposes 1iability on recipients of property
distributed pursuwant to summary proceedings for unpaid creditor
claims. This is analogous to personal liability Imposed on recipients
of property that passes without probate administration.21

Existing law provides no 1limit to the amount of time a public
administrater must preserve files of summary dispositioﬂ. cases, The
nevw code simplifies the record-keeping system by requiring the public
administrator to file with the court a permanent statement of the
decedent's estate and receipts for distributions in the case of an
estate over $10,000. Thereafter, the public administrator must
preserve in the office of the public administrator a temporary flle of
all recelpts and records of expenditures for a period of two years,
after which the file may be destroyed.'

The minimum fee of the public administrator for summary
administration is $250.22 This fee is wunrealistically 1low wunder

modern conditions, and the new code increases the minimum fee to $350.

21, See, e.g., Prob, Code § 13000 et seq.

22. Prob. Code §§ 1143-1144; 43 Ops. Cal, Atty. Gen. 192
(4-22-64),




e

Existing law provides that where the public admiﬁistrator uses

summary disposition proceedings, unclaimed property in estates under

23

$3,000 is paid to the county but unclaimed property 1in estates under

$20,000 1s distributed toc the sta\te.24 The Law Revision Commission
recommends that all unclaimed summary dispos;t—:?on funds be paid to theﬁ.

‘T:"_dm’lty. T Typically the small estates summarily disposed of by the

public administrator are the estates of elders 1living alone without
famlly support who receive greater than usual county care and service
during their lifetimes.25 For this reason It 1s appropriate that

unclaimed property is paid to the county where the decedent resided.

23. Prob. Code § 1143(b).
24, FProb, Gode § 1144,

25. Such care and service may include supplementation of income
through geriatric programs such as day care centers, low cost public
transportation, food and health centers, and replacement of services
eliminated from the Medi-Cal program. See letter from Dianne
Feinstein, Mayor of 8San Francisco, to California Law Revision
Commission (May 21, 1986) (letter on file in Commission office).
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LAW QFFICES OF

LEVIN, BALLIN, PLOTEIN & ZIMRING

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION OF COUNSEL
WILLEAM LEWIN JUSTIN GRAF
' © RIVERSIOE DRIV
HARMON R. BALLIN e6s s RIVE MANYA BERTRAM
Y J. PFLOTKIN "
;:U:RT NG NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA SI807-3452 LEGAL ASSISTANTS
NANCY O, MARUTAMNI .- {213) 8TY-0E&83 » (BIA) S84-3950C FPATRIC!IA O, FULLERTON

PACITA A, FRANCISCO
AMNME M. CUNNINGHAM

GIG KYRIACOU

November 4, 1986

John H. DeMoully

Executive Secretary

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Rcad

Suite D-2

Palo Alto, CA 04303-4739

Re: Tentative Recommendations Relating toc Probate Law
Dear Mr. DeMoully:

Enclosed are my comments regarding the five tentative
recommendations recently sent to me for review.

I appreciate this opportunity to assist the Commission and
thank you for soliciting my input.

siijgiglg},,‘

u77!UART D. ZIMRIN

EDZ:zw
Enclosure




October 31, 1986

COMMENTS ON TENTATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE CALIFORNIA LAW

REVISION COMMISSION

Public Guardian and Public Administrator

1. I am delighted to see that the proposed law shifts the
cost of the bond from the public to the individual estate. This
is a long-overdue revision.

2. The proposal that unclaimed summary disposition funds
be paid to the County rather than the State is, for the reasons
indicated in footnote number 25, salutary and I support it.

3. §7645{a). The recognition of Lettersrbeing issued to
the office rather than the individual is an intelligent decision.
Having made that decision, I'm surprised at Section 7645(a}. I
think it will ultimately be more economical for the administration
of justice if the public administrator and/or guardian is always
appointed in his or her "office" capacity as opposed to individual
capacity. I therefore think that 7645({(a) should be amended to
provide that the public administrator does cease to act as
personal representative upon termination of tenure.

4. 7685. Because of the scandals and allegations of
misfeasance in office that have been brought against public
administrators over the years, I strongly urge that the public
administrator be required to file a statement in all cases.

Hopefully, this will help rebuild public confidence.
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GENE E. GREGG, JR.
R. SCOTT JENKINS CaBLE ADDRESS
CHARLES J. GREAVES HAHMLAW
DALE R. PELCH
WILLIAM 5. GARA TeLecoPiER

*PROFELSSIONAL CORPORATION (818} 449-7387

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Sulte D-2
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4739

Re: Tentative Recommendations Relating To
The New Estate and Trust Code

Gentlemen:

This letter is written with respect to solicited comments
cn a number of tentative recommendations relating to The New Estate
and Gift Tax Code. The following comments are a composite of comments
of our coffice's Probate Department to particular tentative recommenda-

tions.

Public Guardian and Public Administrator:

In general, the recommended legislative changes relating
to the Public Guardian and Public Administrator appear sound. We
strongly support the requirement that the Public Guardian accept
a Court referral in cases on guardianships and conservatorships.
With the exceptions of the few subjects which will be discussed
below, the members of our Probate Department fully support the other
proposed changes as well.

Proposed Section 2920, which governs when the Public
Guardian may take possession or controcl of property, contains
several changes we support, but we also have several other sugges-
tions. The addition of the grounds of "misappropriation" appears
sound as does the change from minimum and maximum fees to "reasocn-
able" fees. We do believe, however, that to limit the action of ,
the Public Guardian to circumstances in which the owner is "domiciled"
in the county may be tco restrictive. We would suggest that the
Public Guardian be permitted to take possession or control of "“property
physically located in the ccunty," regardiess of the location or
domicile of the individual owners under the circumstances described
in Section 2920(A). Our concern is that domicile is often a dis-
putable issue, whereas physical location of the property to be
protected is not. Perhaps some further provision would have to
be made to facilitate turning over possession and control to the
appropriate Public Guardian 1f one is appointed in another county
and that is the entity which should ultimately control. However,
since the purpose of Section 2920 is to authorize action in an
"emergency," it seems to us that questions of domicile shcould not
tie the hands of the Public Guardian.




The only cother questicn we have as to Section 2920 is
the phrasing of Subsection A, itself. It appears that the words
"referred to the Public Guardian for guardianship or conservatorship"
are spurious. Someocne should look more closely at the wording of
that section to be certain that all of the clauses fit.

Our only comment in the Public Guardian/Administrator
area 1s that we can reach no consensus among ourselves on the subject
of appraisals by conservators in small estates. There is a sharp
division in our Prcbate Department as to the need for the involvement
of the Probate Referee.

Should you wish to discuss any of the foregoing comments,
please feel free to call me.

Very truly yours;f

. y
pre A e //:_...,_. _
./‘/(7(,/ e < d g F (f‘* 7 —"ifi‘ .; L ‘ i ﬁ‘ z shtaat /

RS s s

William S.'Johﬂstone, Jr. -~
of HAHN & HAHN

WSJ:qg
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41049
CALIFORNIA CONTINUING EDUCATION OF THE BAR™

2300 Shattuck Avenue, Berkeley, CA 94704
(415) 642-3973; Direct Phone: (415) 642-8317

Memo 86-207 EXHIBITIA

November 12, 1986

California Law Revision Committee
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, California 94303-4739

Re: Study L-1040; Tentative Recommendation Relating to
Public Guardian and Public Administrator

Sirs:

I have reviewed the foregoing and am wondering if the judiciary
has been consulted to determine whether proposed Probate Code

2921 provides them adequate flexibility to order appointment of
the Public Guardian in the situations which the judges face. I
also think that the necessity of a determination that no other
person is qualified and willing to act may be an undesirable
restriction. What if the public guardian is willing to act and
the court believes that it is best to appoint the public guardian
because of disputes among family members who are technically gqual-
ified and willing?

I suspect that the one-fourth of one percent fee bond is much
higher than the actual cost to the county.

I don't understand the rationale of having the court determine the
clerk's fee in 7680({a) (2).

It should not be necessary for heirs to wait four months to col-
lect an estate under '$60,000 if they could have collected it with-
cut administration, if the public administrator had not gotten in-
volved. '

I have alsc made a very cursory review of studies L-800, L-1(33,
L-1035, and L-1045. The principal proposed changes will improve
the Code.

uly yours,

s
. Dennis~Stpréathmeyer

JAD-S: kg

THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA / University of California Extension
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The Surety Association of Americ#ss

. 100 WOOD AVE. 5., ISELIN, NEW JERSEY 08830 (201) 494-7600

LLOYD PROVOST . Fidelity Department
President FRANCIS X. LeMUNYON
_ Vice President
. . . ROBIN V. WELDY
November 12, 1986 Director - Legai
Actusrisl Deparimant
ROBERT G. HEPBURAN, JR.
Vice President
GAETON SACCOCCIO
Mr. John H. DeMoully Senior Statistician
Exet_‘.utlv? Se cretary o Surely Departmenl
California Law Revision Commissicon DENNIS E. WINE
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2 - : Vice Prasident

Palo Alto, California 94303-4739

Re: Law Revision Commission Tentative Recommendation
Relating to Probate Law

Dear Mr. DeMoully:
This is to acknowledge and thank you for your letter and enclosures of October 3.

We have reviewed the latest set of recommendations (L-IORO,_L-BOO, 1-1033,
L-1035, L-1045) and are in general support of them.

We would, however, like to echo the comments of the Western Surety Company
which had written to you on October 14, 1986.

Please keep us on your mailing list to receive future recommendation studies.
Thank you for your assistance.

Sincgrely,

- -

William L. Kelly
Manager-Surety . g

WLK:poh
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RAWLINS COFFMAN

POST OPFFICE BOX 158 ATTORNEY AT LAW TELEPHONE 527-2021

REL BLUFF, CALIFORMIA 36080 AREA CODE 916

November 13, 1986

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alteo, CA 94303-4739

JAttn: John H. DeMoully, Executive Secretary

Dear Mr. DeMoully:

Thank you for your communication and transmittal
of October 3, 1986.

My comments with respect to tentative recommendation
#L-1040, "Public Guardian and Public Admlnlstrator" include
the foIIOWLng

FIRST: 1 am unhappy with the provisions relating

to the public guardian's bond. Verdine Dunham is the Public
Guardian in Tehama County. She reports that her bond premium
for LPS conservatees is $150 per annum and with respect to the
regular civil conservatorships the premium is $125. She has
approximately 50 LPS accounts at any given time and 50 regular
civil accounts at any given time. She feels that %% of the
amount of the estate is outrageous and so do I. For example,
if I read your reccmmendation correctly, if she is assigned a
million dollar estate, the charge against the estate for a
bond premium would be $2500. In addition, she would pick

up premiums from the other conservatorships. She is presently
operating under Prcbate Code Section 2623(a). In a recent
telephone conversation she indicated her hourly rate, including
her staff, the bond and all other expenses, averages $45 per

hour.

SECOND: I am very much opposed to Section 7680(a) (1)
as incorporated into the exception to 7685(a). The public
guardian should file with the clerk a statement showing the
property of the decedent that came into his/her possession
and the disposition of the property together with receipts
for all disbursements. I would make no exceptions.




THIRD: If the estate of the decedent is wvalued at

less than 510,000 and includes real property, I doubt if any
title company would accept the public administrators deed; on
the other hand, a court order should do the job.

*- * %* * * * * * * % *
Very truly yours,
%
Gulina - o%ww
RAWLINS COFFMAN

RC:tm

P.S. Please keep me on your mailing list.
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OFFICES OF

THE COUNTY COUNSEL
COUNTY OF ORANGE

10 CIVIC CENTER PLAZA
MAILING ADDRESS: P.Q. BOX 1370
SANTA ANA, CALIFOANIA 027021379

71418343300

November 14, 1986

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2

Palo Alto,

California 94303-4739

Study L-1040.

ADRIAN KUYPER

COUNTY COUNSEL

WILLIAM J. McCOURT
CHIEF ASSISTANT

ARTHUR C. WAHLSTEDT, JR.
LAURENCE M. WATSON

ASSISTANTS

VICTOR T, BELLERAUE
JOHN R. GRISET
EDWARD M, DUARAN
IR¥NE C. BLACK
RICHARD D. QVIEDD
O.M. MOORE

JULEE ROBINSON
HENJAMIN P. DE MAYD
A. DONALD McINTYRE
HOWARD S£RBIN
DANMIEL J. DIDIEA
GEME AXELROD
ROBERT L. AUSTIN
DOMRALD H. RUBIN
DAVID R. CHAFFEE

BARBARA L. STOCKER
JAMES F. MEADE
STEFEMN H. WEiSS
SUSAN STROM

DavID BEALES

TERRY C. ANDAUS
CLAUDHA L. COWAN
JAMES L. TURNER
PETER L. COHON
NICHOLAS S. CHRISOS
DAVID G. EPSTEIN
THOMAS F. MORSE
WANDA 5. FLORENCE
HQPE E. SMYDER

. . CAROL D. BROWN
Dear Commission:

DEPUTIES
Thank you for sending me the revised tentative
recommendations regarding the Public Guardian/Public
Administrator, Determining Class Membership, Preliminary

Provisions, Nonresident Decedent:; and Administration Of Estates
0f Missing Perscns Presumed Dead sections of the new Estate and
Trust Code.

Due to the birth of my first child, I have had difficulty
finding the time to respond before now. I am sending my response
before the deadline of November 15, but it may not reach you
until after the deadline. I hope you will consider my comments
as if timely received. '

As before, I note that these are my individual views. I do
not write here as a representative of the Orange County Counsel,
the Orange County Public Administrator/Public Guardian. or the
County of Orange.

Public Guardian/Public BAdministrator Sections:

Proposed Section 2905 - I believe the second sentence is a
vseful addition to the law. This will save time, confusion, and
paperwork and clarify that there are no gaps in authority when a
successor public guardian takes office.

Proposed Section 2920(a) - I support the addition of
"misappropriation" as a ground for the public guardian taking

possession or control. The public guardian fairly often winds up

being appointed conservator in these kind of cases, and it would
help him to recover assets if he could have the "head start"
provided by 2920. Certainly, misappropriation is as important a
ground as the existing grounds. Persons who fit the standard of
being unable to resist fraud or undue influence are too often
victims of "misappropriation.”

Proposed Section 2920(b) - I support the proposed change.

BRIAN PETRABORG




California Law Revision Commission
November 14, 1986
Page Two

Proposed Section 2921(b) - As argued before, I oppose the
requirement that the public guardian apply for appointment if the
Court sc orders. His is an office of limited resources, and he
must have discreticn as to which cases are most appropriate. In
most counties, the public guardian is the officer who has the
obligation to apply for letters in Lanterman-Petris-Short cases

" where there is no alternative. The propesed probate section

change would lessen his resocurces to meet that obligation.

There are a number of cases which involve the manpower
and expertise {for example, the need to run a business) that may
be beyond the resources of a particular public guardian's ofiice.
The public guardian must have discretion to decline a case that
fits this category.

Proposed Section 2923 - I support the proposed change.

Propocsed Section 2941 -~ I support the proposed change.

Proposed Section 2942(a) - I support the .expansion of
authority to pay all unpaid expenses, not just burial and last
illness. Absence of this express authority has 1lead to
uncertainty as to how to act when payments are needed to preserve
estate assets - i.e., mobile house space rent. The section still
does not clarify whether the public guardian can pay from the
conservatorship estate debts accruing after the conservatee's
death (again for example, rent). It would be helpful to clarify
that this authority will exist.

Proposed Section 2942(b) - I support the proposed change.

Proposed Section 2%43(e) - I support the proposed change.
It seems most £fair to charge the cost of the protection of the
bond tc those estates that receive the protection, rather than to
the taxpayers in general.

Proposed Section 7621 - I support the proposed changes.
There is sometimes need to act immediately in cases involving
"misappropriation", teo recover assets before they are forever cut
of reach. The proposed new section {(b) expressly adds more
fairness to the code. It would be unjust to penalize a public
administrator for failing to take possession of an asset beyond
his control.

Proposed Sections 7622, 7623 - I support the proposed
deletion of the regquirement o©f reascnable grounds. That
requirement could cause delays 1in situations where emergency
action is needed. If the public administrator is to be caretaker




California Law Revision Commission
November 14, 1386
Page Three

under 7621, he needs access to property, the will, and burial
instructions, whether or not he will eventually be issued letters
of administration. The proposed change should help assure that
estate assets are in the hands of a bonded and competent party.
Also, it should help the public administrator to determine
vhether in fact the estate requires formal administration, and
whether or not there is a will naming an executor.

Proposed Section 7624 - I support the proposed change.

Proposed Sections 7640, 7641l(b) - I oppose the addition that
the public administrateor shall accept appointment as personal
representative when so ordered by the Court, whether or not upon
petition of the public administrator.

One objection is that this provision cculd cause the public
administrator to be appointed on cases above and beycond his
resources. Also, there are ocften cases where at first there
appears to be no alternative to the public administrator, but
where soon a ready and able party appears. These are sometimes
cases where there 18 no urgent need for appointment. To appoint
the public administrator may unnecessarily affect the office work
locad, cause needless transfers and re-transfers of assets, and
require burdensome accounts te be filed by the public
administrator.

If the provision is adopted, I believe 7641{b) should be

more explicit about the amount of notice required. Perhaps the

notice should be at least 15 days, unless the Court finds that
good cause exists to shorten notice.

Proposed Section 7641(c) and (d) - I support these proposed
changes.

Proposed Section 7645(b) - I support the proposed change.

Proposed Section 7680(a) -~ I support the increased summary
probate limits. These will greatly add to the efficiency of
administering small estates.

Proposed Section 7680(c) - I am pleased to see this
proposal, about which I have written you before. Previously,
many small estates have required formal administration sclely
because there was a need for Court instruction, for will
interpretation, or for determination of heirship. The proposed
change sclves the problem.




California Law Revision Commission
November 14, 1986
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Proposed Section 7681 -~ I support the proposed changes.

Proposed Section 7682, 7683 - I have some concerns about
this proposal. 1In particular, what if a claim is received after
other c¢reditor's c¢laims are paid, but before the heirs or
beneficiaries are paid their "distribution"? If such a claim
made the estate insclvent, so that creditors already paid in full
should only get a pro rata share of their claims, would there be
an obligaticn to collect the "overpayments"? Perhaps the
scolution is to define "distribution” sc as to include payment of
any creditor's claim.

Proposed Section 7683(b) - I support the propdsed change.

Proposed Section 7685 =~ The preoposed changes should
substantially increase the efficiency of administering summary
estates, and I support them.

Proposed Section 7686 - I support the proposed change.

Determining Class Membership - I support the‘general thrust
of the changes., expanding the list of those who may commence
proceedings. -

Preliminary Provisions - No comments.

Nohresident Decedent - No comments. .

Administration Of Estates Of Missing Persons Presumed Dead -
No comments.

Please note that I have conly commented on proposed changes
in the law. My failure to comment on sections that simply
renumber and recodify the law should not be construed to
necessarily indicate approval or disapproval of the existing law.

I look forward teo receiving your further recommendations.
Véry truly yours,

Howard Serbin
Deputy County Counsel
HS:dp Orange County

cc: Carcl Gandy, Linda Martinez, Dwight G. Tipping, Chris Salas -
Office of Public Administrator/Public Guardian;
James F. Meade, Nicheclas S. Chriscs - Office of County Counsel
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FRANK L. FREITAS, CPA.

DEPARTMENT ADMINISTRATOR

RENEE SIMON
ASSISTANT

TREASURER, TAX COLLECTOR
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR, PUBLIC GUARDIAN

S AN LUdtIs OBI1ISPO COUNTY
PO.BOX 1149 « ROOM200 COUNTY GOVERMMENT CEMTER «  SAN LUIS OBISPO, CALIFORNIA 93406 « TELEPHOME (805) 549-5842

November 14, 1986 '

California '_aw Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Ste. D-2
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4733

Gentlemen:

In the Law Revision Commission's proposals to modify Welfare and
Institutions Code §8006, you have proposed that the Public Guardian is
required to serve in cases where the Court makes a referral.

Unfortunately, the suggestion fails to recognize there 1is an existing
sophisticated procedural structure whereby referrals to the. Public Guardian
are received from a number of sources, (Department of Sccial Services/Adult
Protective Services, Mental Health Agencies, Civic and Public Welfare groups
and private citizens).

In many cases persons seek to have the Public Guardian appointed as a
Successor Conservator when the estate resources of the conservatee have been
fully exhausted. It is naturally the inclination of the Court to continue a
conservatorship once such a vehicle has been created. However, in the vast
majority of cases it is the experience of this office that the proposed
conservatee can have his or her needs met without the establistment of a
conservatorship. This would allow the proposed conservatee to maintain the
maximun amount of dignity and independence and would also preserve valuable
resources so they may be utilized for the benefit of truly needy proposed
conservatees. A proposed conservatee should not be forced to rely on a
conservator who may not be able to meet his needs.

' The Public Guardian does not have the power to create his own resources.
Currently, if he lacks the resources to provide proper services, he can
avoid a commitment.
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It would, therefore, be our strong recommendation and hope that your
honorable commission waould reconsider forcing an unwilling fiduciary into
service.

While we do recognize certain political exigencies may exist to create such
a system {(Judical Council, Governmental staff expansion, etc.), we would
hope that if you submit this revision with the court authority to impose a
conservatorship on the Public Guardian without his consent, you would in
addition, create the authority in the Public Guardian’s Office to provide
all of the proposed conservatee's needs including food, health, clothing and
shelter. 1In order to ensure this, the Public Guardian should have the
authority to order various public agencies that provide these services to
meet the needs of the proposed conservatee.

Alternatively, an independent source of funding could be provided. For an
example, expenditures made by the Public Guardian to provide services to
conservatees would be charges against the County General Fund and shall be
paid by the County.

It is, therefore, strongly urged that the Public Guardian be given the tools
through funding and/or authority to compel support services to meet these
rew responsibilities which you propose.

Also, we note, that while you are proposing that the Public Administrator be
granted express immunity with respect to property that he or she is unable
to obtain control, the Public Guardian will not., We would recommend that
express immunity be applied to the Public Guardian as well,

Sincerely,

ANK L. FREITAS

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR/PUBLIC GUARDIAN

FLF/fo
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Study L-1040

TREASURER — TAX COLLECTOR - PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

CounTY OF MARIN
P. D. BOX 4220 — CWIC CENTER

JOSEPH A. COFFRINI
TREASURER — TAX COLLECTOR San RAFAEL, CALIFORNIA 934913

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

MICGHAEL J. SMITH
ASBISTANT TREASURER ~ TAX COLLECTOR

November 14, 1986

California Law Revision Committee
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alte, California 94303-4739

Dear Members of the Law Revision Committee:

We recently received a copy of the "Tentative Recommendations
Relating to Public Guardian and Public Administrator”. This
office, as Public Administrator, is particularly interested in
the recommendations relating to the Public Administrator and
we mainly address these recommendations.

We are in agreement with almost all of the recommendatioms.
However, with regard to section 7686(b), we would suggest

raising the minimum commission for administrating a Summary
Probate estate, from the current two hundred fifty deollars

($250) to five hundred dollars ($500), instead of three hun-

dred fifty dollars ($350} as proposed by the Committee. Inas-
much as you are proposing raising the limit of Summary Probate
estates under Probate Code, section 1143(b) from three thousand
dollars ($3,000) to ten thousand dollars ($10,000), the propesed
fee of three hundred fifty ($350) seems unrealistically low. An
increase up to five hundred dollars {$500) would be closer tc the
actual cost of administration of small estate valued at less than
ten thousand dollars ($10,000}.

Please include us on your mailing list for further recommendations
as we are very interested in keeping current om the proposed law.

Very truly vours,

JOSEPH A. COFFRINI
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

Bbwin . Loi

Barbara A, Cain
Deputy Public Administrator

BAC/rw

TELEPHOQNES: TREASURER — TAX COLLECTOR (415) 4996133 — RQOM 200 CIVIC CENTER

e
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VICTOR J. WESTMAN OFFICE OF COUNTY COUNSEL DEPUTIES:

COUNTY COUNSEL BHARON L ANDERSON
1“{ DUANE A, BAKER

Aﬂmum.';rvn. ,L,TSENTA' IR . COUNTY ADMINISTRATION BUILDING mm‘ma-'.l;_lmm mlt:m: .
LELIAM T. FULN

MICHAEL 1, FARR P.O. BOX 69 DENNIS C. GRAVES
EDWARD V. LANE, JR. . MARTINEZ, CALIFORNIA 34553-0006 n.mafn-l B. HEAREY

PRINCIPAL DEPUTIES PHONE: {415} 372-2074 SHAROMN L MILLER

November 18, 198g PAWCFscHmor

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palec Alto, CA 94303-4739

Re: Approve of Tentative Recommendation Relating to Public
Adwinistrator : .

The Contra Costa County Counsel's Office, as attorneys for
the Contra Costa County Public Administrator, approve of the
Commission's tentative recommendations relating to the public
administrator. We particularly approve of your recommendation
favoring that the cost of the official bond of the public
administrator be borne by the estates' beneficiaries rather than
the public.

Very truly yours,

Victor J. Westman

L_/Ij:unty Counsel
90 :lﬁ}LLNW

s A ,
-By(:' £¥119an T. Bojii~
Deputy County Cdunsel

LTP:te
cc: Public Administrator
Attn: Jim Millerx
Mark A. Wasser, General Counsel, CSAC
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; Matthew Bender -
Matthew Bender Mathew Bende

2101 Wehster Street
Post Dffice Box 2077
Oakland, CA 94604

November 17, l98§ {415 445-7100

CALIFQORNIA LAW REVISION COMMISSION
4000 Middlefield Road, suite D-2
pPalo Alto, CA 94303-4739

Re: Studies # L-800 (Nonresident Decedents), L-1033 (Determining
Class Membership), L-1035 (Estates of Missing Persons), L-1040
{Public Guardians/Administrators), and L-1045 {Definitions).

Gentlemen:

Thank you for the September, 1986 versions of the tentative
recommendations of the above-referenced proposals. It is
helpful to have the latest thinking of the commission regarding
the preliminary provisions and definitions while reviewing the
other proposals.

I know this will arrive after your November 15th deadline, but
computer malfunction has made timely transcription of this
letter impossible.

Regarding the proposal for simplification of distribution or

adminsistration of California assets of nonresident decedents,

I think it is all workable, sensible, and an improvement. Also:
§12522 (validity of foreign will): I especially like the
proposed provision conforming the criteria for validity of
a nonresiaent's will to those in Prob C § 6113.
§§12553, 12554 (payment of small accounts): Shouldn't
Totten trust accounts be excepted from those which may be
delivered to a foreign representative? If there are
competing claims by a Californian entitled to distribution
without administration and a foreign representative, are
.they to be resolved in the state where the primary
administration is pending or may they be resclved here?
The requirement of § 12553(b) and the discharge from
liability provisions of Prob ¢ § 13106 seem to favor the
California claimant, allowing the institution to pay the
California claimant and requiring the foreign
representative then to establish a superiocor claim. 1Is that
your intention?

Regarding the proposal for determination of class membership:
§ 320 (Proeceeding authorized): Are there some situations
in which both these proposed proceedings and proceedings
under Prob C § 1080 will be available?
§ 322(b) {Notice of Hearing}: This is not one of the
matters listed at Prob C § 1200(a}. Given Prob C § 1200(4d)
and the trend to limit the responsibility of the clerks for
posting notices, why not drop subdivision (b)?

W® Times Mirror
" »d Books




_A_ Matthew Bender

§ 323 (Response): Answers can support {(admit) as well as
deny, toc. Do you think it might simplify things to
require the response/answer be filed sooner than before the
hearing? 1Is earlier filing required in some counties by
virtue of local rules? I think that procedurally these
proposed proceedings and proceedings under Prob C § 1080
should be substantially similar.

I like all the changes regarding administration of estates of
missing persons. 1 agree that there is no reason to perpetuate
different notice, hearing, or distribution waiting-period
requirements for estates of missing persons. I also think the
changes adopting the new general defintion of interested person
and charging the costs of any aaditional required search to the
estate are appropriate.

I like all the changes regarding public guardians and
administrators. Specifically, I agree:
§ 2921: that domicile is a more workable basis for
jurisdiction; '
to be drafted (re W & I C § §011): that appraisals are
wasteful and unnecessary 1in smnall estates;
§§ 2631, 2942: that the public guardian should have
authority to pay expenses of general admisistration on the
same basis that present law provides for payment of funeral
and last illness expenses:
§ 2941: that the public guardian should be allowed more
flexiQility in arranging for legal representatlon-
§§ 7643, 7683{b): that unclaimed funds in an estate
admininstered by the public admininstrator are more
properly turned over to the county; and
§ 7682-7684: that the new creditor protection provisions
are appropriate.

Regarding the current version of preliminary provisions and
definitions, generally, they all seem sensible., Specifically,
I like the new § 46 definition of insured account because it
equalizes the treatment between the three most prevalent types
of financial institutions and because it is keyed to the
insurance coverage, I think the latter is especially important
since representatives under pressure to maximize income to the
estate are likely to forget that some of the "investment
certificates" are not insured.

Yours very truly,

f/{%j/&e)

eryl aA. Beptucio
Senior Legal\Writer

cc George A, Meier




Studies: L-800

- o L-1033
- 'Memo B86-207 EXHIBIT 24
: L-1035
-1040
MACCARLEY, PHELPS & ROSEN L-1045
A FROFESSHONAL CORPORATION
ATTORMEYS AT LAW
MARK MACCARLEY 3800 ALAMEDA AVENUE, SUITE 1150 TELEFPHOMNES
;T:::: :':::é‘:s BURBAMK, CALIFORNIA 91505-4331 ::::: :;;:f:gg

RUTH A. PHELPS
DEBORAH BALLINS SCHWARZ

HARLAMN L. BRANSKY Hovember 17 , 1986

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, California 94303-4739

Attention: John H. D'Moulley, Executive Secretary

Re: Law Revision Commission Tentative
Recommendations Relating to Probate
Law

Dear Mr. D'Moulley:

I am writing to you with my comments on
the Tentative Recommendations of the California Law
Revisjon Commission relating to the new Estate and
Trust Code and the Public Guardian and Public
Administrator.

For your convenience in organizing the
comments, I have put my comments for each separate
code on separate sheets, If you have any questions,
or if I can be of any further assistance, please call.

Very truly yours,

MacCARLEY, PHELPS § ROSEN
A Professional Corporation

By: kffi}xﬁél é;- 5%25{£}1G»..’

Ruth A. Phelps i/

RAP:mr
0612nm




MACCARLEY, PHELPS & ROSEN

A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

Comments on Tentative Recommendations
Relating to Public Guardian and
Public Administrator
L-1040
September, 1986

I read this tentative recommendation. I
have several comments,

1. Summary of proceedings - page 7 - 1
agree with raising the limit for independent action
in the estates, of less than $10,000.00 and court
authorization if the estate is worth less than
$60,000.00, I think these limits should be higher
but I understand that this new code section will
track other provisions of the probate code. I
suggest raising the limits to $15,000 and $75,000
respectively.

2. New Section 7624 - Cost and Fees for
Taking Possession or Control of Property - This is a
needed section. However, aren't fees subject to
court approval? Who determines the fees? Will the
public administrator promulgate a fee schedule based
on a percentage of the property?

3. Section 7685 - Public Administrator
Statement of Disposition - Under this section the
Public Administrator does not have to state the
disposition of the property in estates of less than
$10,000.00, How will creditors of estates less than
$10,000.00 find out to whom distribution was made in
order to file a claim? With that small an estate
there may not be any significant creditors but there
is no provision for this. The creditor needs tc know
to whom to turn to collect as provided in section
7684,

Respectfully submitted,

0 ‘ ! i ; J / P }
vf&{;{/ﬁfl t::. AT S e

Ruth A, Phelps _
0612m L
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Study L-1040

CALIFORNIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATORS, PUBLIC GUARDIANS,
AND PUBLIC CONSERVATORS

November 25, 1986

California Law Revision Commission
4000 Middlefield Road, Suite D-2
Palo Alto, CA 94303-4739

Attn: John H. DeMoully
Dear Sirs:

Thank you for sending me copies of your commission's recommendations
relaring to the review of the California Probate Code. Unfortunately
I did not receive the proposed revisions until November 20, 1986.

I therefore hope that my comments on behalf of the California State
Association of Public Administrators/Guardians/Counservators will
still be timely enough for your commission.

Our Association is supportive of all the tentative recommendations
made. Therefore, I will restrict my comments specifically to those
relating to Public Guardian/Administrator revisions.-

Public Guardian Bomd: Our Association strongly supports this re-
vision. We do have two points which need clarification: (1) What
are examples of "other public liabilities of the County™ that may

be offset besides our official bond; and would, for example, insurance
costs to protect personal property stored in our offices qualify.

(2} In reviewing the revision that a share of cost would be charged
against estates of more than 510,000, I interpret this to mean the
small estates under $10,000 would net be subjected to this mandated
fee, and this would be supported by our Association.

Court Ordered Public Guardianship or Conservatorship: We support
a revision in the law that will eliminate the c¢onflict in the Probate
Code and require proper notice for court referrals.

Taking Possession or Control of Property: Support

Employment of Attorneys: Suppert




California Law Revision Commission
November 25, 1986
Page 2

Appraisals of Estates: Very strongly suppoert. This has been an
issue where reform is urgently needed. Small estates are currently
being billed bv Probate Referees throughout California where the
individual estate cannot afford the mandated appraisal fee. We
believe that it is unjust to require an appraisal when the estate
cannot afford it, when the estate will not be sold, and when the
individual estate qualifies for 58I and/or Medi-Cal benefits. We
also believe Public Guardians are generally as well qualified to
make appraisals as Probate Referees and the appraicsals could be
done free of charge for our estates. Our Association is available
to testify in supporting this important revision, and we urge the
Law Revision Commission to support this needed change in the Probate
Code.

Disposition of Assets Upon Death of Ward or Conservatee: Support
amend. Upon review of Welfare and Institutions Code 8012, the
Public Guardian may pay such expenses, not the Public Administrator.

Property Subject to Loss, Injury, Waste or Misappropriation: Support.

Public Adminiserator Bond: Strongly support. We do seek a clarifi-
cation on what effect will the small estate non-appraisal provisions
have on this revision, if any. Please forward a copy of your com-
mission's regulations relating to inventory and appraisal as soon

as it is available. .

Summary Proceedings: Very strongly support. These changes will in-
crease the efficiency, reduce costs, cut time and increase revenue
to the counties, which will help offset the cost of administration
of estates, thus reducing the burden to local government.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these tentative revisions.
Flease feel free to contact me or the president of our Association
regarding any additional information you may require. 1 am locking
forward to receiving your full recommendations and for them to be
activated into law.

5i ely,

DOUGLAS A. KAPLAN
Liaison Qfficer

DAK:cp

cc: Verdine B. Dunham
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J. Earle Norris

Vice President and
Senior Claims Caunsel

November 17, 1986

Mr. John H. DeMoully

Executive Secretary

California Law Revision Commission

4000 Middlefield Road ' ‘
Suite "D-2"

Palo Alto, CA 94303-4739

Re: California Law Revision Commission

Study L-B00 - Nonresident Decedent

Study L-1033 Determining Class Membership

Study 1-1035 Administration of Estates of Missing Persons
Presumed Dead
Public Guardian and Public Administrator
PreTiminary Provisions and Befinitions

Study L-1040
Study L-1045

Dear Mr, DeMoully:

I have submitted copies of the above-mentioned studies to the
Subcommittee members of our special committee of the CLTA Forms and
Practices Committee for review and comment in October, 1986.

I apclogize for the late response since I noticed that you requested
comments no later than November 15, 1986. From the responses 1 have
received from the Subcommittee members, it would not appear that there
is anything in all of the studies that would cause any concern for the
members of our industry.

I would suggest one recommendation with regards to Study L-1035,
tentative recommendation relating to the Administration of Estates of
Missing Persons Presumed Dead. That comment would concern proposed
Section 12408, Recovery of Property by Missing Fersons Upon
Reappearance. In Sub-Section {a) (2) there is a statute of limitations
from the recovery of property from distributees "to the extent that
recovery from distributees is equitable in view of all the circumstances
e « » ". I would like to suggest that it would be of assistance if
there were a third sub-paragraph to indicate that conveyances by
distributees to third party bona fide purchasers for value would protect
such purchasers and the missing persons recovery would be limited to
recovery only from the immediate distributee. This would clarify that
the missing person would be left with a monetary cause of action against
the distributee but that the title as conveyed to the bona fide
purchaser would be protected.

Ticor Titlte Insurance Company ol California
6300 Witshire Bouievard. Los Angeles, California 80048  ({213) 8527410




Letter to John H. DeMoully
November 17, 1986
Page Two

Thank you very much for the opportunity to review the prOposed

recommendations to the legislature
continuing work.

Yery truly yours,

7 ok T

JEN:elm

cc:Gordon Granger
Richard M. Klarin
Robert L. Manuele
Robert Cavallaro
James Wickline
Collyer Church
Clark Staves

in the Law Revision Commission's

T
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7 EXHIBIT 27 Study L-1040
ESTATE PLANNING, TRUST AND
PROBATE LAW SECTION
720 w. HOMER, Compiet THE STATE BAR OF CALIFORNIA ﬁ%ﬁﬁmw
2 ERITHBIAER, S foneser JOUN A GROMALA, Evvie

ANNE X. HILKER, Las Angoler
WILLIAM HOISINGTOM, St Fraacis
LLOYD W, HOMER, Campbelf

JAY ROSS MacMAHON, Sen Rafact
STERLING L. ROSS, JR., Mill Vadiey
WILLIAM V. SCHMIDT, Cota Mese
GLARE H. SPRINGS, San Funcisve
ANN E. STODDEN, Las Argrier

HERMIONE K. BROWH, Lo Agetex
THEODORE ). CRANSTON, Lz fulla
JAMES D. DEVINE, Mmiovy

IRWIN D GOLDRING, Beoorty Hills
KENNETH M. KLUG, Fretar

JAMES C. OPEL, Las Angelns
LEONARD W. POLLARD 11, 5ot Drye

IAMES . SUTLLNAN, e = 555 FRANKLIN STREET I Ay
HUGH MEAL WELLS 111, Jroas SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94102-4498 DIANE G. YU, Oaklaad
{415 561-8200

December 1, 1986

James V. Quillinan, Esqg.
444 Castro, Suite 900
Mtn. View, Ca 94041

Dear Jim:

Re: LRC TR: Public Guardians & Administrators - Study
L-1040

I have made a careful review of the LRC TR dealing with
the Public Guardians and Public Administrators. Having gone
over this memo several times before, I have no additioconal
comments on its final form.

Neal Wells would like to see proposed Section 7685 revised
to require the Public Administrator to file receipts for all
distributions with the court, rather than being preserved by
"the Public Administrator for two years only. I have no strong
feeling either way.

Very truly yours,

e fRea Y

LEONARD W. POLLARD II

LWF :naa

cc Chuck Collier
Keith Bilter
Irv Goldring
Jim Opel
Jim Devine
Lloyd Homer
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Study L-1040

CALIFORNIA STATE ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC
ADMINISTRATORS, PUBLIC GUARDIANS,
AND PUBLIC CONSERVATORS

December 3, 1986

California Law Revision Commissian
4000 Middlefield Rd., Suite D-2

Palo Alto, CA 24303-4739
Attention: John H. DeMoully
Gentlemen:

Doug Kaplan, Liaison Officer of our Association, has provided me with
copies of your commission's recommendations relating to the review

of the California Probate Code, along with a copy of his letter

dated 11-25-86 with his comments, and to his I wish to add the
following:

Public Guardian Bond: If Mr. Kaplan's interpretation is accurate
that "estates of under $10,000 would not be subjected to this
mandated fee", it was agreed, in further discussion with Mr.
Kaplan, that in determining small estates not subject to the
mandated fee, the current 33I asset limit might be appropriate
rather than the arbitrary $10,000 figure.

Appraisals of Estates: The following motion was made, seconded, and
carried at our Assocliation Conference on 9/16/86. "That the PA/PG
Association recommend that the Probate Code be amended to exempt
conservatorship estates from probate referee appraisals except in

the event of sale unless the conservatee is S81 or Medi-Cal

eligible, which case, only the sale of real property would require a

probate referee appraisal.”

this is t¢ emphasize cur Association's support of the

in general, and to applaud, specifieally,
the commission's efforts to cover, at least partially, the costs of
the Public Guardian/ Administrators. Qur Association appreciates
the commission’s appropriate shifts of the burden of costs of
services from overburdened counties to the estates, inscofar as is
possible.

Finally,
tenative recommendations,

If we can be of further assistance, please let us know,.

Slﬁcerely,

-~ L,/L(;é(/( f,t/- |

Verdlne B. Dunhém

President

VBD/slb
ec: Doug Kaplan
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Reviged
TENTATIVE RECOMMEERDATION RELATING TO
PUBLIC GUARDIAN AND PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

PUBLIG GUARDIAN

The new code relocates the public guardian statute from the
Welfare and Institutions Codel to the Guardianship ard Conservatorship
Law. At the same time, the new code makes a few significant
substantive changes in the law.

Public guardian's bond. The official bond of the public guardian
and the l1iability of the county for the public guardian stand in place
of the ordinary bond of a guardian or conservator. Since the public
guardian's bond and liability are for the benefit and protection of the
ward or conservatee and persons interested in the estate of the ward or
conservatee, it is proper that these persons, rather than the publie,
should bear the cost.2 The new code allows as a claim against the
estate of the ward or conservatee a share of the cost of the public
guardian's bond.3 This amount is remitted to the county treasury to
offset the public expenditure for the official bond and other public
liability of the county.

1. Welf. & Inst. C. §§ 8000-8015.

2. A guardian or conservator 1s generally allowed the amcunt of
reasonable expenses incurred in performance of the duties, including
the coat of any surety bond given. Prob, Code § 2623(a).

3. The statutory share is $25 plus 4% of the amount of an estate
greater than $10,000. This amount is subject to revision, depending
ultimately on the small esatate non-appraisal provisions ultimately
adopted. See discussion of "Appraisal of estate,” below.




GCourt ordered public guardianship or conservatorship. If the
court orders the guardlanship or conservatorship of any person or

estate into the public guardian's hands, existing law provides in one
place that the public guardian "may act®™ as guardian or conservator and
in ancther that the public guardian "shall" procure letters of
guardianship or conservatorship.‘bf As a consequence, whether the
public guardian must accept a court referral is not clear. The new
code makes clear the public guardian must accept a court-referred
guardianship or conservatorship. However, the court may not order the
referral except upon 15 days' notice to the publie guardian, a court
hearing, and a determination that there is no other person qualified
and willing to act and that the public guardianship or conservatorship
1s mnecessary., This will ensure that persons and property in need of
protection will receive it, and that the public guardian will be
required to act only in appropriate cases.

Jurigdiction of public guardian. ZExisting law provides that the

public guardian may act with respect to persons and property "in the
county."5 However, a person domiciled In the county may require
protection when temporarily outside the county {including
institutionalization outside the county), or the person's property
requiring protection may be situated outside the county. Jurisdiction
should be based on domicile, regardless of the temporary location of

the person or property. The new code implements this concept.

4. Welf. & Inst. GCode § 80056,

5. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8006.




Taking possession or control of property. Wwhether or mnot the
publiec guardian is ultimately appointed guardian or comnservator, the

public guardian may take immediate possession or control of property in
need of protection because it is subject to waste, lack of care, or
loss. The new code extends this authority to property that is subject
to misappropriation as well.

Existing law sets a statutory fee for the services of the public
guardian in taking charge of the ward's or conservatee's property., The
statutory fee is subject to a $25 minimum and a $500 maximum,® These
limits are arbitrary, and bear no reasonable relation to the actual
cost to the public guardian of providing services. The proposed law
eliminates the statutory maximum and minimum fees, leaving the public
guardian simply with a reasonable fee for services.

Employment of attorneys. Existing law enables the public guardian
to employ private attorneys if necessary, provided the cost can be
defrayed out of estate funds.’ The new code broadens this authority
even vwhere estate funds are insufficient by enabling the public
guardian to employ private attorneys where satisfactory pro bonme or
contingency fee arrangements can be made. This will enable the public
guardian to obtain adegquate legal representation for the ward's or

conservatee's estate without cost to the public or the estate.

6. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8006.5.

7. Welf, & Inst, Code § 8010.




Appraisal of estate. Ordinarily a guardianship or conservatorship

estate must be appraised.8 The appraisal requirement 1is a
substantial and unnecessary burden in the case of small estates? and
estates where the assets will not be sold. The Commission has under
review proposals to eliminate appraisals or to substitute conservator
for probate referee appraisal in appropriate cases, such as small
estates, estates that will not be socld, and estates eligible for Social
Security Supplemental Income Benefits.10 The object of this review
is to simplify administration in small estates and to prevent the
ward's or conservatee's assets from being consumed in administrative
expenges. The new provisions would apply to estates administered by
private conservators as well as the public guardian. The GCommission
solicits comments on these concepts.

Digposition of assets on death of ward or conservatee, On the

death of the ward or conservatee the public guardian may pay expenses
of last illness and funeral expenses, and may liquidate an estate worth
less than $20,000 by summary court proceedings if existing liquid
assets are insufficient for pa.yment.l1 This is a useful procedure,
and the new code expands it to permit liguidation and payment of other
reasonable guardian or conservator charges as well, including unpaid
court approved attorney's fees.12 However, bhecause of the expansion
and because of the summary nature of the court proceedings, the new
code restricta the liquidation procedure to the smallest estates—-those
worth less than $5,000,

8. Prob. Code § 2610,

9. An estate handled by the public guardian need not be appraised
if worth fifty dollars or less. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8011.

10, The current SSSI asset limit is $1,600.
11. Welf. & Inst. Code § 8012Z2.
12. The new code makes this revision in Section 2631, which is

applicable to any guardian or conservateoer and is not limited to the
public guardian.
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PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR

The provisions of existing law governing public administrators are
generally continued in the new code without substantive change, or with
only minor changes that are noted in the Comments to the new code and
to the repealed provisions of existing law. There are a number of more
significant changes, however, that are noteworthy.

Property subject to loss, injury, waste, or misappropriation, A

public administrator must take charge of a decedent's property either
{1} upon court order or (2) if there is no personal representative and
the property 1is subject to loss, injury, or waste.l3 The new code
extends this requirement to property that is subject to
misappropriation as well. However, the public administrater is given
express immunity with respect te property the public administrator is
unable to obtain control of.

In carrying out this responsibility, the public administrator may
make a search for other property, a will, and burial Instructions,
including a search of the decedent's safe deposit box, but only if
there are reasonable grounds to believe that the public administrator
may be appointed personal representative.l4 This limitation is unduly
restrictive, since there may be an immediate need for action regardless
of the likelihood the public administrator will ultimately be the
personal representative. The new code deletes the likelihood of
appointment requirement. The new code also adds a requirement that if
the search reveals additional property of the decedent that 1s subject
to loss, injury, or waste, the person in possession must surrender the

property to the public adminlstrator.

13. Probk. Code § 1140,

14. Prob, Code § 1141.




Existing law sets a statutory fee for the services of a public
administrator in searching for and taking charge of the decedent's
property that is subject to los=s, injury, or waste. The statutory fee
is subject to a $25 minimm and a $500 maximum.l3 These limits are
arbitrary, and bear no reasonable relation to the actual cost to the
public adminlstrator of providing the services, The new code
eliminates the statutory maximum and minimum fees, leaving the public
administrator simply with a reasonable fee for services.

Public administrator's bhond. The official bond of the public
administrator and the 1liability of the county for the public
administrater stand in place of the ordinary bond of a personal
representative. Since the public administrator’'s bond and liability
are for the benefit and protection of persons interested in the estates
administered by the public administrator, it 1s proper that these
beneficiaries, rather than the public, should bear the cost. The new
code allows as a charge against every estate administered by the public
administrator a share of the cost of the public administrator's
bond.1® This amount is remitted to the county treasury to offset the
public expenditure for the official hond and other public liability of

the county.

15. Prob. Code § 1144.5.

16. The statutory share is $25 for an estate of $10,000 or less
and %% of the amount of an estate greater than $10,000. This amount is
subject to revision, depending ultimately on the small estate
non—-appraisal provisions ultimately adopted. See Tentative
Recommendation relating to Inventory and Appraisal (to be published).




Summary proceedings. Most estates handled by the public
administratoer are small estates that are uneconomical to
administer.l? Existing law seeks to cure this problem by providing
summary proceedings for use by the public administrator in small
estates.l8 The existing definition of a small estate, however, is
unrealistically low—-$3,000 for independent action by the public
administrator, and $20,000 for action with court authorization. The
new code increases these amounts to allow independent action by the
public administrater if the estate is less than $10,000, or upon court
authorization if the estate is less than $60,000. These amounts
correspond to the amounts that define a small estate under general
Probate Code provisions enabling collection and transfer of small
estates without administration,19 Increasing the amounts should place
the operation of the public administrator's office on a more sound
economic basis.

In conducting summary administration proceedings, the public
administrator may 1liquidate personal property assets but not real
property assets,20 This limitation unduly impairs the utility of the
summary proceedings. The new code provides that, so long as the total
estate is small, the public administrator may sell real property that
is part of the estate, The sale should be subject to court
confirmation, however, Just as sales under ordinary estate
administration.

17. For example, James R. Scannell, Public Administrator for the
City and County of San Francisco, informs the Law Revision Commission
that 70% of the estates handled by his office are less than $10,000 in
value and 88% are less than $50,000 in value, See Minutes of Meeting
of California Law Revision Commission (March 13-14, 1986) at 2§.

18. Prob. Code § 1143,
19, Prob. Code § 13000 et s=eq.

20. Prob. Code §§ 1143-1144,




Because no notice toc creditors is given under summary proceedings,
the new code Includes two protections for c¢reditors not found under
existing law. First, the new code requires payment of claims made any
time before distribution of the decedent's property is made, as opposed
to the four-month claim period applicable in ordinary administration
proceedings in which creditors receive published notice. To avoid
precipitate distributions, the new code prohibits distribution until
four months after commencement of summary disposition proceedings.
Second, the new code imposes 1liability on reciplents cof property
distributed pursuant to summary proceedings for unpaid crediter
claims. This is analogous to personal liabllity imposed on recipients
of property that passes without probate administration,21

Existing law provides no limit to the amount of time a public
administrator must preserve files of summary disposition cases. The
new code simplifies the record-keeping system by requiring the public
administrator to file with the court a permanent statement of the
decedent's estate and receipts for distributions in the case of an
estate over §10,000. Thereafter, the public administrator must
preserve in the office of the public administrator a temporary file of
all receipts and records of expenditures for a period of two years,
after whiech the file may be destroyed.

The minimum fee of the public administrator for summary
administration i1is $250.22 This fee is unrealistically low under

modern conditions, and the new code increases the minimum fee to $350.

21, See, e.g., Prob, Code § 13000 et seq,

22, Prob, Code §§ 1143-1144; 43 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 192
(4-22-64).




Existing law provides that where the public administrator uses
summary disposition proceedings, unclaimed property in estates under
$3,000 is paid to the county23 but unclaimed property in estates under
$20,000 is distributed to the state.24 The Law Revision Commission
recommends that all unclaimed summary disposition funds be pald to the
county. Typically the small estates summarily disposed of by the
public administrator are the estates of elders living alone without
family support who receive greater than usual county care and service
during their lifetimes.25 For this reason it is appropriate that

unclaimed property is paid to the county where the decedent resided,

23, Prob. Code § 1143(b)}.
24. Prob. Code § 1l44,

25. Such care snd sgervice may include supplementation of income
through geriatric programs such as day care centers, low cost public
transportation, food and health centers, and replacement of services
eliminated from the Medi-Cal program. See letter from Dianne
Feinstein, Mayor of San Francisco, to California Law ERevision
Commission (May 21, 1986) (letter on file in Commission office).
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DIVISION 4. GUARDIANSHIP, CONSERVATORSHIP, AND OTHER
PROTECTIVE PROCEEDINGS

PART 5. PUBLIC GUARDIAN
CHAPTER 1. OFFICE OF PUBLIC GUARDIAN

§ 2900. Creation of office

2900, {(a) In any county the board of supervisors may by ordinance
create the office of public guardian and such subordinate positions as
may be necessary and fix compensation therefor,

(b) The board of supervisors may appoint a public guardian te fill
the office and provide for appointment to the subordinate positions.

Comment, Section 2900 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 3000 without substantive change.

Note. 1986 legislation added ¢to Section 8000 the following
provisions, which we will incorporate here:

In appointing the public guardian, the board of supervisors
may give preference to the person or agency providing public
guardian services in each county, No person or agency shall be
designated as public guardian whose agency functions present real
conflict with the functions of conservatorship investigation or
administration.

The board of supervisors may alsc designate who shall be
authorized as public representative payee, and designate the
publiec guardian to collect such fees as may be authorized by the
board of supervisors for public representative payee services.

§ 2901, Termination of ¢ffice

2901. The hecard of gupervisors may by ordinance terminate the
office of public guardian,

Comment ., Section 2901 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8002 without substantive change.

§ 2902, Public administrator as public guardian

2902, The board of supervisors may by ordinance designate that
the public administrator is ex officio public guardian,.

Comment. Section 2902 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8001 without substantive change.
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§ 2903. Termination of public adminigtrator as public guardian

2903, If the public administrator has been designated ex officio
public guardian, the board of supervisors may by ordinance terminate
the designation and appoint another public guardian and all authority
vests in the successor.

Comment. Section 2903 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8003 without substantive change.

§ 2904, Termination of public guardian and appointment of public
administrator

2904. If the board of supervisors has not designated the public
administrator as ex officlo public guardian, but has appointed another
public guardian, it may terminate the appointment and may by ordinance
deslgnate that the public administrator is ex officlo public guardian
and all authority vests in the successor.

Comment, Section 2904 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8004 without substantive change.

§ 2905, Termination of authority of public guardian
2905. The authority of the public guardian or ex cofficic public

guardian ceases upon the termination of his or her tenure In office as
public guardian or ex officio public guardian and his or her authority
vest8 In his or her successor. If letters have been issued to "the
public guardian" of the county, the letters are sufficient to authorize
action by the successor and new letters need not be issued.

Comment. The first sentence of Section 2905 restates former
Welfare and Institutions Code Section 8005 without substantive change.
The second sentence 1s new; it recognizes that letters may be issued to
the office instead of the Individual (Section 2923) pursuant to
existing practice in some counties.

CROSS-REFEREHRCES
Definitions
Letters § 52

Note, This section adds a provision that enables Jletters of
guardianship or conservatorship to be issued to the office of the
public guardian rather than to an individual public guardian. Howard
Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit 19), believes
this is a useful addition to the law. "This will save time, confusion,
and paperwork and clarify that there are no gaps in authorily when a
successor public guardian takes office.”
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§ 2906, Official bond
2906, The public guardian shall give an official bond in an

amount fixed, from time teo time, by the board of supervisors. The bond

shall be for the joint henefit of the guardianship or conservatorship
estates and the county. The public guardian may not be required to give
a bond in an individual estate.

Comment. Sectlon 2906 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section B008 without substantive change. See also Section 2923
(letters, oath, and bond). The public guardian is allowed a share of
the cost of the bond as an expense of administration, Section 2943
(expenses of public guardian).

Note, The Western Surety Company (Exhibit &) is "in full
agreement with proposed § 2906 restating the requirement of bond
currently contained in Welfare and Institutions Code § 8008.*

On the other hand, Peter R. Palermo of Pasadena (Exhibit 12)
gquestions the need for & bond here. *"The Public Guardian should be
treated similar tc a bank cor trust company which do not need to post a
bond in connection with the administration of an estate, since it would
appear that the assets of the Public Guardian would be sufficient to
cover any misfeasance.” The staff notes, however, that the bond also
serves to protect the county.

§ 2907, Advance on expenses of public guardian

2907. {a)} Necessary expenses of the public guardian In the
conduct of any guardianship or any conservatorship estate may be
advanced by the county. If so ordered by the beoard of supervisors,
such expenses are a county charge, but the county shall be reimbursed
therefor out of funds or property of the estate by the public guardian,

(b)) As a means of advancing neceasary expenses of a public
guardian, the county board of supervisors may establish a revelving
fund to be used by the public guardian. The revolving fund shall be
established pursuant to Article 7 (commencing with Section 25460) of
Chapter 2 of Division 3 of Title 3 of the Government Code.

Comment. Section 2907 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8015 without substantive change. To the extent funds of
the estate are insufficient for reimbursement under subdivision (a),
the expenses advanced remain a county charge.

CROSS-REFERENCES

Definitions
Property § 62
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CHAPTER 2. APPOINTMENT OF PUBLIC GUARDIAN

§ 2920, Taking possession or control of property

2920. (a) The public guardian may take possession or control of
property of persons domiciled In the county referred to the public
guardian for guardianship or conservatorship if the property is subject
to loss, injury, waste, or misappropriation.

(b} A public gusardian who takes possession or control of property
pursuant to this section is entitled to reasonable costs incurred for
the protection of the property, together with a reasonable fee for
services, in case of the subseguent appointment of another person as
guardian or conservator of the estate. The costs and fee are a proper
and legal charge against the estate of the ward or conservatee.

Comment. Subdivision (a) of Section 2920 restates the fifth
sentence of former Welfare and Institutions Code Section 8006, with the
addition of misappropriation as a ground for taking possession or
control. Subdivision (b) restates former Welfare and Institutions Code
Section 8006.5, eliminating the maximum and minimum fees,

CROSS—REFERENRCES
Definitions
Conservatee § 1411
Congervator § 1410
Property § 62

Note. This section adds "misappropriation” to the law as a ground
upon which the public guardian wmay take property into protective
custody and changes the public guardian’s fee to "reasonable costs
incurred” in place of the existing $25 minimum and $500 maximum. The
California State Association of Public Administrators, Public
Guardians, and Public Conservators (Exhibits 25 and 28) support this
proposal.

With respect to the addition of “misappropriation”, Howard Serbin.,
beputy County C(Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit 19), notes Ais
support. The public guardian fairly often winds up being appointed
conservator in these kinds of cases, and it would help in recovery of
assets if the public guardian could have the "head start” given in this
provision. "Certainly, misappropriation Is as important a ground as
the existing grounds.” This sentiment is echoed by Jerome Sapiro of
San Francisco (Exhibit 1), who states that, "Overreaching of the infirm
and elderly is too fregquent an occurrence, and anything that will allow
the protection of them and their estates gets my approval.” This
addition also appears sound to the Probate Department of Hahn & Nahn of
Pasadena (Exhibit 15).

The change in fee allowance tg a "reasonable’” basis also received
favorable approval from Mr. Serbin, Hahn & Hahn, and Melvin €. Kerwin
of Menlo Park (Exhibit 13), Sterling S. Clayton of Long Beach (Exhibit
11} felt this determination should be subject to court review and
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authorization; the staff believes that this would be the procedure, but
this should be clarified. Wilbur L. Coats of Poway (Exhibit 10} is
worried about nonuniformity throughout the state. "It appears to me
that the State has an obligation, as it does in setting probate fees,
except for extraordinary fees, to state with specificity the range of
fee charges.” He suggests a fee schedule pegged to the dollar value of
property in the estate.

The provisions for taking possession by the public guardian are

limjited fo the e where th rotected rson i omicil in the
county. Hahn & Hahn sees circumstances where this may be too

restrictive. They would extend the section to permit possession or
control of property physically located in the county regardiess of the
location or domicile of individual owners., “Our concern 1s that
domicile is often a disputable issue, whereas physical Iocation of the
property to be protected is not.” They recognize there might be some
jurisdictional problems between couniies, since the ultimate public
guardian may be in a different county, but this is just a temporary
emergency situation and the hands of the public guardian should not be
tied.

The public guardian may ¢take possession of property "referred to

the public guardian for guardianship or conservatorship.” Hahn & Hahn
wonders just what this means. The staff has also been concerned with

this, but the Commission decided €o hkeep it nebulous. Perhaps the
public guardians can expand upon this for us.

§ 2921, Application for appeointment

2921, If any person domiciled in the county requires a guardian
or conservator and there is no other person qualified and willing to
act as guardian or conservator:

(a) The public guardian may apply for appeintment as guardian or
conservator of the person and estate or person or estate,

{b) The public guardian shall apply for appointment as guardian or
conservator of the person and estate or person or estate if the court
s0 orders after a hearing on 15 days' notice to the public guardian and
a determination that the appocintment is necessary.

Comment. Section 2921 supersedes the first, second, and a portion
of the third sentences of former Welfare and Institutions Code Section
8006, Section 2921 applies even though a person may be
institutionalized in a facility 1in another county if the person 1is
domiciled in the county of the public guardian.

CROSS-REFERENCES
Definitions
Conservator § 1410
Trust company as filduciary § 300
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Note, Appointment of a_ publi¢ guardian is Iimited to cases where
no ther erson _is alified n willin to  act, Jeffrey A.
Dennis-Strathmeyer of CEB (Exhibit 16) is concerned about this
limitation. "What if the public guardian is willing to act and the
court believes that it is best to appoini the public guardian because
of disputes among family members who are technically qualified and
willing?”

The categories of persons who may be referred ¢o the public
guardian are expanded in the drafé, Existing law is limited to persons
and property in the county, and the proposed law extends this to
persons domiciled in the county, regardless of their location or the
location of their property. This change received favorable comment
from Melvin C. Rerwin of Menlo Park (Exhibit 13) and from Beryl A,
Bertucio, Senior Legal Writer for Matthew Bender (Exhibit 23), who
observes that "domicile is a more workable basis for jurisdiction.”

Existing law is unclear wheth the lic ardian is requir o
gocept a person or estate when “ordered intg his handsy by the court.*

Welfare and Institutions Code Section 8006 says in one place that in
such a situation the public administrator "may act as guardian or
conservator”, and in another that "letters of guardianship or
conservatorship shall be procured”, The public guardians believe they
need not accept a court referral; the probate courts believe the
opposite. Subdivision (b) makes clear that the guardianship or
conservatorship must be accepted when ordered by the court, but also
precludes the court from making such an order except upon notice and an
opportunity for the public administrator to be heard and a
determination by the court that the appoiniment is necessary.

This provision received a mixed reaction., Ihe Probate Depariment
of Hahn & Hahn of Pasadena (Exhibit 15) strongly supports the proposal
to reguire the public guardian to accept a court referral. The
California State Association of Public Adeinistrators, Public
Guardians, and Public Conservators (Exhibits 25 and 28} alsc supporis
"a revision in the Iaw that will eliminate the conflict in the Probatle
Code and require proper notice for court referrals.™

Mr. Strathmeyer wonders whether we may have unduly restricted the
court’s authority under this section. He's not sure the provision
“provides them adeguate flexibility to order appointment of the Public
Guardian in the situations which the judges face.”

The requirement that the public guardian accept a court referral
was opposed by Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County
(Exhibit 19), Mr. Serbin points out that the public guardian has
limited resources and “must have discretion as to which cases are most
appropriate.” He also points out that there are cases that involve the
manpower and expertise (e.g., the need to run a business) that may be
beyond the resocurces of a pariticular public guardian's office. ‘*The
public guardian must have discretion to decline a case that fits this
category.” Mr, Serbin does not address the point that the notice of
hearing gives the public guardian an opportunity to make these concerns
known to the judge.

Frank L. Freitas, Public Administrator/Public Guardian of San luis
Obispo County (Exhibit 20) Iikewise points out the limited resources of
and the many demands on the public guardian, He believes if the
Commission is going to try to impose a duty on the public guardian to
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receive all cases referred by the court, the Commissjon must also give
the public guardian the means to carry out the duties. Specifically,
he suggesis:

(1) Adequate funding. *“For an example, expenditures made by the
Public Guardian to provide services to conservatees would be charges
against the Couniy General Fund and shall be paid by the County.”

{2) Authority tc compel various public agencies that provide food,
clothing, shelter, and health services, to provide these services to
meet the needs of the ward.

{3) I'mmunity with respect to property which the public guardian is
ordered to care for but is unable to get possession or control of.
This would parallel the immmnity given the public administrator in the
Commission's drafi.

§ 2022. Persons under jurisdiction of Departments of Mental Health or
Developmental Services

2922, An application of the public guardian for guardianship or
conservatorship of the person and estate or person or estate of a
person who is under the Jjurisdiction of the State Department of Mental
Health or the State Department of Developmental Services may not be
granted without the written «consent of the department having
jurisdiction of the person.

Comment., Section 2922 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8007 without substantive change.

292 Letters, oath, and bond

2923, If the public guardian 1is appointed as guardian or
conservator:

{a) Letters of guardianship or conservatorship shall be issued in
the same manner and by the same proceedings as letters of guardianship
or conservatorship are jissued to other persons. Letters may be 1ssued
te "the publie guardian® of the county without naming the public
guardian.

(b} The official bond and cath of the public guardian are in lieu
of the guardian or conservator's bond and oath on the grant of letters
of temporary guardianship, 1letters of guardianship, Jletters of
temporary conservatorship, or letters of conservatorship,

Comment. Section 2923 restates the third and fourth sentences of
former Welfare and Institutions Code Section 8006 with the addition of
authority to issue letters to "the public guardian.," Letters issued in
this form are sufficient to enable a successor public guardian to act
without issuance of new letters. Section 2905 (termination of
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authority of public guardian}. The public guardian 1s allowed a share
of the cost of the bhond as an expenge of administration. Section 2943
(expenses of public guardian). 8ee also Section 2906 (offiecial bond).

CROSS-REFERERCES

Definitions
Conservator § 1410

Note. Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County
{Exhibit 19}, supports this section.

CHAPTER 3. ADMINISTRATION BY PUBLIC GUARDIAN

5 2940. Deposit of funds
2940, All funds coming into the custody of the public guardian

shall be deposited or invested in the same manner and subject to the
same terms and conditions as deposit or investment of money of an
estate by the public administrator pursuant to Article 4 (commencing
with Section 7661) of Chapter 7 of Division 7.

Comment, Section 2940 supersedes former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8009. It cross-refers to comparable provisions of the
publie administrator statute.

§ 2941, Employment of attorneys

2941. The public guardian may, if necessary and in the publice
guardian's discretion, employ private attorneys where the cost of
employment can be defrayed out of estate funds or where satisfactory
pro bono or contingency fee arrangements can be made.

Comment., Section 2941 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8010 with the addition of reference to satisfactory pro
bono eor contingency fee arrangements,

Note, This section, which broadens the authority of the public
guardian to employ Iegal counsel, was supported by Howard Serbin,
Deputy County Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit 19}, and the California
State Association of Public Administrators, Public Guardians, and
Public Conservators (Exhibits 25 and 28). Beryl A. Bertucio, Senior
Legal Writer for Matihew Bender (Exhibit 23) agrees that *"the public
guardian should be allowed more flexibility in arranging for Iegal
representation.” Melvin C. Rerwin of Menlo Park (Exhibit 13) would go
further and would mandate employment of private attorneys if the estate
can afford it.
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§ 2942, Disposition of property on death of ward or conservatee
2942, (a) Upon the death of the ward or conservatee the public

guardian may pay from assets of the ward or conservatee that are in the
possession or control of the public guardian the unpaid expenses and
charges of the guardianship or conservatorship in the manner and to the
extent provided in Sectiomn 2631.

{(b) If payment of expenses and charges pursuant to subdivision (a)
cannot be made in full and the total market value of the remaining
estate of the decedent does not exceed $5,000, the public guardian may
petition the court for an order permitting the public guardian to
liquidate the decedent's estate. The public guardian may petition even
though there 1is a will of the decedent In existence if the will does
not appoint an executor or if the named executor refuses to act. No
notice of the petition need be given. If the order is granted, the
public guardian may sell personal property of the decedent, withdraw
money of the decedent in an account in a financial institution, and
collect a debt, claim, or insurance proceeds owed to the decedent or
the decedent’'s estate, and a person having possession or control shall
pay or deliver the money or property to the public guardian. After the
payment of any remaining amounts due, the public guardian may transfer
any remaining assets pursuant to Section 2631.

Comment, Section 2942 restates former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8012; the section expands the expenses and charges that
may be covered but limits estates that may be liquidated to $5,000 or
less. If the estate exceeds $5,000 but is less than $10,000, a public
aédministrator appointed perscnal representative may summarily dispose
of the estate without court authorization. Section 7680 (summary
disposition authorized).

CROSS-REFEERENCES

Definitions

Account § 21

Conservatee § 1411

Court § 1418

Financial institution § 40

Person § 56

Petition § 1430

Property § 62

Will § 88

Note. The authority provided in this section for the public
guardian to pay expenses of general administration on the same basis
that present Iaw provides for payment of funeral end last illness
expenses is supported by Beryl A, Bertucio, Senior Legal Writer for
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Matthew Bender (Exhibit 23) and the California State Association of
Public Administrators, Public Guardians, and Public Conservators
(Exhibits 25 and 28). Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange
County {(Exhibit 19), points out that “Absence of this express authority
has lead to uncertainty as to how to act when payments are needed to
preserve estate assets - i.e., mobile house space rent.” Mr. Serbin
also notes that the section fails to clarify whether the public
guardian can pay from the conservatorship estate debts accruing after
the conservatee’s death {e.g. rent). This could be easily done by
referring simply to "unpaid expenses and charges of the guardianship or
conservatorship accruing before or after the death of the ward or
conservatee.”

294 Expenses of publie guardian

2943, The public guardian has a claim against the estate of the
ward or conservatee for all of the following:

{(a) Reasonable expenses incurred in the executlion of the
guardianship or conservatorship.

(b) Compensation for services of the public guardian and the
attorney of the public guardian, and for the filing and processing
services of the county eclerk, in the amount the court determines is
Just and reasonable,

{c) A share of the cost of the public guardian's official bond, in
the amount of twenty-five dollars ($25) plus one-fourth of one percent
of the amount of an estate greater than ten thousand deollars
($10,000). The amount charged shall %be deposited in the county
treasury.

Comment., Subdivisions {(a) and (b) of Section 2943 restate former
Welfare and Institutions Code Section 8013 without substantlive change.
Subdivision (¢) is new; 1t is comparable to Section 7641(c) (publie
administrator).

CROSS-REFERERCES
Definitions
fonservatee § 1411
Court § 1418

Note. Subdivision (c) provides for a portion of the cost of the
public guardian’s bond to be borne by the estate. This was supported
by Melvin C. FKerwin of Menlo Park (Exhibit 13}, Stuart D. Zimring of
North Hollywood (Exhibit 14), and Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel
of Orange County (Exhibit 19). Iypical comments were: "I am delighted
to see that the proposed law shifts the cost of the bond From the
public to the individual estate. This is a l1ong-overdue revision.”
"It seens most fair to charge the cost of the proteciion of the bond to
those estates that receive the protection, rather than to the taxpayers
in general.”
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Several commentators were concerned about imposing this cost on a
small estate. "“There should be at least a threshold under which the
public should bear the cost of the bond rather than the estate, f.e.,
value of estate less than $25,000. Otherwise, the cost of a bond will
eat into the estate of the ward, which eventually will become a public
charge, anyway.” Peter R. Palermo of Pasadena (Exhibit 12). The
California State Association of Public Administrators, Public
Guardians, and Public Conservators (Exhibits 25 and 28}, while strongly
supporting the proposal, also was concerned about small estates. They
suggest, rather than an arbitrary figure such as $10,000, that a bond
fee not be assessed against an estate within the Social Security
Supplemental Income Benefits asset limit. That 1imit is currently
£1,600.

The reimbursement amount set in subdivision (c) is %% of an estate
over 3$10,000. Jeffrey A. Dennis-Strathmeyer of CEB (Exhibit 186)
suspects this is *"much higher' than the actual cost to the county.
Rawlins Coffman of Red Bluff (Exhibit 18) feels that this amount is
“outrageous™, and gives examples of actual costs. In setting the
amount to be reimbursed, the Commission was aware that recoveries by
the public guardian would exceed expenditiures for the bond, However,
the Commission was convinced that the public guardian’s coffice should
be more adequately reimbursed for its expenses which are frequently not
recovered in small estates, and therefore chose to cover these under
the guise of a "bond reimbursement"” charge.

§ 2944, Inventory and appraisal of estate
2944, (a) Notwithatanding Section 2610:

(1) The property described in the inventory may be appraised by
the public guardian and need not be appraised by a probate referee if
the conservatee is eligible for Sccial Security Supplemental Income
Benefits,

{2) If no gale of the estate will occur, the public guardian ghall
file an Inventory but need not file an appraisal of property in the
estate other than cash.

{3) If a sale of property in the estate will occur, and the estate
other than cash has an estimated value of less than $2,000, the public
guardian shall file an inventory but need not fille an appraisal of
property in the estate other than cash if the public guardian files
with the inventory a verified declaration stating the estimated value
of the property.

(b} As used in this section, "cash" means money, currency, cash
items, and other assets that may be appraised by the public guardian
pursuant to subdivision (¢} of Section 2610.
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Comment. Section 2944 supersedes former Welfare and Institutions
Code Section 8011. An "eligible™ conservatee, within the meaning of
subdivision (a){l), Iincludes a conservatee who may have more cash than
the SSI 1limit (currently $1600) but alsoc has known bills that will
reduce the estate to below this limit. Section 2545 remains appliecable
to a sale of property pursuant to subdivision (a){3). Assets that may
be appraised by the public guardian within the meaning of subdivision
(b) 1include money, currency, cash items, accounts 1in financial
institutions, and money market and brokerage accounts. See Section
8901 {(appralsal by personal representative).

CROSS-REFERERCES
Definitions
Property § 62

Note, This section was not included as such in the draft of the
tentative recommendation that was distributed for comment. However, it
is the statutory embodiment of the concept of limiting probate referee
appraisals in small estates, concerning which the Commission solicited
comments in the tentative recommendaiion. See discussion of "Appraisal
of estate” at page 4. There was an Interesting variety of responses to
this proposal.

The California State Association of Public Administrators, Public
Guardians, and Public Conservators (Exhibits 25 and 28) was In very
strong support of this proposal. "This has been an issue where reform
is wurgently needed. Small estates are currently being billed by
Probate Referees throughout California where the individual estate
cannot afford the mandated appraisal fee. We believe that it is unjust
to require an appraisal when the estate cannot afford it, when the
estate will not be sold, and when the individual estate gualifies for
S5 andfor Medi-Cal benefits. We also believe Public Guardians are
generally as well gqualified to make appraisals as Probate Referees and
the appraisals could be done free of charge for our estates.” They
would limit probate referee appraisal to real property sales. Beryl A.
Bertucio, Senior Legal Writer for Matthew Bender (Exhibit 23) agrees
that appraisals are wasteful and unnecessary in small estates. Wilbur
L. Cecats of Poway (Exhibit 10) is of the same opinion. He says,
"Especially onerous for a Guardian or Conservator is the necessity to
either borrow money or sell an asset to pay an appraiser when an estate
does not have any cash or a minimal amount of cash but may have a
valuable piece of real property which may be the residence of the
conservatee Or minor."

Despite the assertion of the public guardians that they are
equally qualified to appraise as probate referees are, Jerome Sapiro of
San Francisco (Exhibit 1) believes they are not, He believes that
appraisals do serve as a protection to both conservators and the public
guardian, though they need not necessarily be done by the probate
referee. "In small estates we can usuvally obtain broker's appraisals
for free and others do cooperate In keeping cost down, if aware of the
circumstances.” He suggests considering acceptance of "letterhead
appraisals’” from qualified sources as an alternative to formal referee
appraisal in small estates. The staff notes that Mr. Sapiro’s concern
about the competence of the public guardian as an appraiser was shared
by many of the respondents on our probate referee guestionnaire.
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The Probate Department of Hahn & Hahn of Pasadena (Exhibit 1I5) was
able to reach no consensus on the subject of appraisals by conservators
in small estates. "There is a sharp division in our Probate Department
as to the need for the involvement of the Probate Referee.”

Other commentators, however, were clear on the need for a probate
referee appraisal. Melvin C. Kerwin of Menlo Park (Exhibit 13) states
that appraisals protect the ward or conservatee and persons
interested. #Appraisals are the best bargain In the system!" These
sentiments are echoed by Peter R. Palermo of Pasadena (Exhibit 12), who
States: '"The protection that currently exists against fravd in an
estate iIs the requirement of having an independent person appointed to
appraise the assets of the estate. This reguirement should be
continued in all estates of more than 3$500. The cost of an appraisal
by the Probate Referee in said estates is very nominal and should be
continued in order fto provide a safeguard of all persons interested in
the estate against fraud.”
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DIVISION 7. ADMINISTRATION OF ESTATES OF DECEDENTS

PART 1. GENERAL PROVISIORS

CHAPTER 7. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATORS

Article 1, General Provisions

§ 7601, Assistant or deputy public administrator

7601. An asslstant or deputy public administrator or other
subordinate cfflicer may be appointed to act and has the powers and may
perform the duties of the office of the public administrator teo the
extent provided iIn Article 7 (commencing with Section 1190) of
Chapter 1 of Division 4 of Title 1 of the Government Code.

Comment . Section 7601 replaces former Probate Code Section
1142.5 with a reference to the general Government Code provisions
governing assistants and deputies.

Article 2. Taking Possession or Control of Property
Subject to Loss, Inju Waste, or Misappropriation

7620, Report of public officer or emplovee

7620. A public officer or employee shall inform the public
administrator of property of a decedent known to the officer or
empleoyee to be subject to loss, injury, waste, or misappropriation
that ought to be iIn the possession or control of the public
administrator.

Comment. Section 7620 restates former Probate Code Section 1146
without substantive change.

CROSS—-REFERERCES
Definitions
Property § 62

~25-




§ 7621, Authority of public administrator

7621. (a) If no personal representative has been appointed, the

public administrator of & county shall take prompt possession or
control of property of a decedent in the county that is liable to
loss, injury, waste, or misappropriation, or that the court orders
into the possession or contrel of the public administrator after
notice to the public administrator.

(b) If property described in subdivision (a) is beyond the
control of the public administrator, the public administrator is not
liahle for failing to take possession or control of the property.

Comment. Section 7621 restates the first sentence of former
Probate Code Section 1140(a), with the addition of misappropriation as
a ground for taking possession or control and with the addition of an
express immunity in the case of property that is beyond the control of
the public aédministrator. The public administrater may also be
appeinted speclal administrator for the property. Sections 8540-8541
{special administrators).

CROSS-REFERENCES
Definitions
Personal representative § 58
Property § 62

Note. This provision received express approval from Jerome
Sapiro of San Francisco (Exhibit 1), Howard Serkin, Deputy County
Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit 19), and the California State
Association of Public Administrators, Public Guardians, and Public
Conservators (Exhibits 25 and 28B). Mr. Serbin points out that, ""There
is sometimes need to act immediately in cases  involving
‘misappropriation’, to recover assets before they are forever out of
reach. The proposed new section (b) expressly adds more Fairness to
the code. It would be unjust to penalize a public administrator for
failing to take possession of an asset beyond his control.”

7622, Search for property, will, and instructions for disposition
of remains

7622, {a) A public administrator who 1I1s authorized to take
possession or control of property of a decedent pursuant to this
article may make an immediate search for other property, a will, and
instructions for disposition of the decedent's remains.

(b) If a will is found, the public administrator or custodian of
the will shall deliver the will as provided in Section 8200.
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{(c) If instructions for disposition of the decedent's remains are
found, the public administrator shall promptly deliver the
instructions to the person upon whom the right to control disposition
of the decedent's remains devolves as provided in Section 7100 of the
Health and Safety Code.

Comment. Section 7622 restates the first portion of subdivision
{(a) and subdivision (b) of former Probate Code Section 1141 but
eliminates the requirement that there be reascnable grounds to helieve
that the public administrator may be appointed personal representative.

CROSS-REFERERCES

Definitions
Property § 62
Will § 88
Note Existing law limits emergency action by the public

administrator to cases where there are reasonable grounds to believe
the public administrator will be appointed as administrator of the
estate. Yhis section deletes that requirement, and the deletion is
supported by Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County
(Exhibit 19). Mr. Serbin cobserves, "That requirement could cause
delays in situations where emergency action is needed. If the public
administrator is to be caretaker under Section 7621, he needs access
to property., the will, and burial instructions. whether or not he will
eventually be issued letters of administration, The proposed change
should help assure that estate assets are in the hands of a bonded and
competent party. Also, it should help the public administrator ¢o
determine whether in fact the estate requires formal administration,
and whether or not there is & will naming an executor.”

§ 7623, Providineg information and access
7623, (a) A public administrator who is authorized to take

pessession or control of property of a decedent pursuant to this
article may make a written statement of this fact. A financial
institution or other person shall, without the necessity of inquiring
into the truth of the written statement and without court order or
letters being issued:

{1) Provide the public administrator information concerning
property held in the sole name of the decedent.

{2) Grant the public administrator access to a safe deposit box
rented in the sole name of the decedent for the purpose of inspection
and removal of any will or instructions for disposition of the
decedent's remains, Costs and expenses Incurred In drilling or
forcing a safe depeosit box shall be borne by the estate of the
decedent.
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{3) Burrender to the public administrator property of the
decedent that is subject to loss, injury, waste, or misappropriation.

{(b) Receipt of the written statement provided by this section:

(1) Constitutes sufficlent acquittance for providing Iinformation
or granting access to the safe deposit box, for removal of the
decedent's will and instructions for disposition of the decedent's
remains, and for surrendering property of the decedent.

(2) Fully discharges the financial institution or other person
from any liabllity for granting access or for any act or omission of
the public administrator with respect to the safe deposit box.

Comment. Section 7623 restates the last portion of subdivision
(a) and subdivision (c) of former Probate Code Section 1141 with the
elimination of the requirement that there he reasonable grounds to
believe the public administrator may be  appointed personal
representative and with the addition of subdivision (a){3).

CROSS—-REFERENCES
Definiticons
Financial institution § 40
Letters § 52
FPerson § 56
Property § 62
will § 88

§ 7624, Costsg and fees for taking possession or control of property

7624, If the public administrator takes possession or control of
property of a decedent pursuant to this article, but another person is
subsequently appeinted perscnal representative, the publie
administrator iz entitled to costs incurred for the preservation of
the estate, together with a reasonable fee for services. The costs
and fee are a proper and legal charge against the decedent’s estate as
an expense of administration.

Comment , Section 7624 restates former Probate Code Section

1144.5, eliminating the maximum and minimum fees.

CROSS-REFERENCES
Definitions
Person § 56
Personal representative § 58
Property § 62

Note. This section replaces the minimum and maximum fee Iimits
with a “reasonable fee” provision. Howard Serbin, Deputy County
Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit 19), supporits this change. Ruth A.
Phelps of Burbank (Exhibit 24) also believes this is needed, but
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wonders who will be making the fee determination--the court or the
public administrator. The staff believes the court must approve any
allowance of fees, and this should be made clear by statute. Wilbur
L. Coats of Poway (Exhibit 10) is worried about nonuniformity
throughout the state. "It appears to me that the State has an
obligation, as it does 1in setting probalte fees, except for
extraordinary fees, to state with specificiiy the range of fee
charges.” He suggests a fee schedule pegged to the dollar value of
property in the estate.

Article 3. Appointment as Personal Representative

§ 7640. Authority of public administrator
7640. The public administrator of the county in which the estate

of a decedent may be administered shall promptly:

(a) Petition for appointment as personal representative of the
estate 1f the decedent has no known beneficiaries.

(b) Petition for appointment as personal representative of any
other estate the public administrator deems proper.

(c) Accept appointment as personal representative of an estate
when so crdered by the court whether or not upon petition of the
public administrator, after notice to the public administrator as
provided in Section 7641.

Comment. Subdivisions (a) and (b) of Section 7640 restate the
second sentence of former Probate GCode Section 1140(a) without
substantive change, Subdivision (c) 1is mnew. See also Sections
7050-7051 (jurisdiction and wvenue of probate proceedings) and 8461
(priority for appointment).

CROSS5-REFERENCES
Definitions
Beneficiary § 24
Personal representative § 58

Note. This section requires the public administrator to accept
appointment as personal representative when ordered by the court.
This provision was opposed by Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of
Orange County (Exhibit 19). ‘'One objection is that this provision
could cause the public administrator to be appointed on cases above
and beyond his resources. Also, there are often cases where at first
there appears to be no alternative to the public administrator, but
where scon a ready and able party appears. These are sometimes cases
where there is no urgent need for appointment. To appoint the public
administrator may unnecessarily affect the office work 1load, cause
needless transfers and re-transfers of assets, and require burdenscme
accounts to be filed by the public administrator.” The workload is
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also a concern of Everelit Houser of Long Beach, whose experience is in
Los Angeles County where the public administrator's office is *"sadly
behind schedule.” He suggests use of private attorneys by court
appointment when the schedules get more than six months behind.

The private attorney suggestion was echpoed by Melvin €. Kerwin of
Menlo Park (Exhibit 13), who states that estates over $50,000 in value
should be referred out to private attorneys. Along the same lines,
Gilbert Moody of Turlock (Exhibit 7) thinks that in a will contest the
law should provide for appointment of a public administrator only if
requested by all parties to a contest.

§ 7641. Appointment of public administrator

7641, (a) Except as otherwlse provided in this section,
appointment of the public administrator as personal representative
shall be made, and letters lssued, in the same manner and pursuant tao
the same procedure as for appointment of and 1ssuance of letters to
perscnal representatives generally.

(b) Appecintment of the public administrator may be made on the
court's own motion, after notice to the public administrator.

(c) Letters may be issued to “the public administrator” of the
county without naming the public administrator.

(d} The public administrator’'s cath and official bond are in lieu
of the personal representative's o¢ath and bond. Every estate
administered under this chapter shall be charged with a share of the
cost of the public administrator's official bond, in the amount of
twenty-five dollars ($25) plus one-fourth of one percent of the amount
of an estate greater than ten thousand dollars ($10,000). The amount
charged is an expense of administration and that amount shall be
deposited in the county treasury.

Comment . Sectlon 7641 restates former Probate Code Section
1140(b), with the addition of subdivisions (b) and (c) and the
provision of subdivision (d) allowing the county to recoup a share of
the cost of the public administrator's official bond.

Letters iasued to "the public administrator" under subdivision
(c) are sufficient to enable a successor public administrator to act
without issuance of new letters. Section 7645 (expliration of term of
office).

The amount allowed under subdivision ({d) i1s half the amocunt
allowed for the bond of a perscnal representative generally under
former Probate Code Section 541.5. Remeval of the public
gdministrator 18 subject to the same procedures as removal of
administrators generally, including removal at the reguest of a person
having a higher priority for appointment. Section 8503.
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CROSS—-REFERENCES
Definitions
Letters § 52
Personal representative § 58

Note, Subdivision (b} regquires notice to the public
administrator of the court’'s motion ¢to appoint the public
administrator. Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County
(Exhibit 19), would 1ike the provision to be more explicit about the
notice required. He suggests 15 days notice unless the court finds
that good cause exists to shoriten notice.

Mr, Serbin supports the provision of subdivision (¢) for issuance
of letters to the office of the public administrator rather than to
the individual public administrator.

Subdivision {d) charges the estate for a share of the cost of the
public administrator’s bond, This 1is strongly supported by the
California State Association of Public Administrators, Public
Guardians, and Public Conservators {(Exhibits 25 and 28} as well as by
Mr, Serbin. Lillian T. Fujii, Deputy County Counsel for Contra Costa
County ({(Exhibit 22) writes that, *"We particularly approve of your
recommendation favoring that the cost of the official bond of the
public administrator be borne by the estates’' beneficiaries rather
than the public.”

The Association also raises the question of how the bond
reimbursement will work, since it is based on the value of the estate
and we may eliminate appraisals in small estates. This is a point we
will watch for as we develop our recommendations in this area.

§ 7642. General rules governing administration of estates apply
7642, BExcept as otherwise provided in this chapter:

{a) The public administrator shall administer the estate in the
same manner as a personal representative generally, and the provisions
of this division apply to administration by the public administrator.

(b) The public administrator 1s entitled to receive the same
compensation and allowances granted by this division to a personal
representative generally.

Comment. Section 7642 restates former Probate Code Section 1142
without substantive change. The public administrator must file an
inventory, institute sults for the recovery or protection of property,
render accounts, and deliver up the property of the estate in the same
manner as personal representatives generally.

CROSS-REFERENCES

Definitions
Personal representative § 58

-31-




§ 7643, Pavment of unclaimed funds

7643, (a) If after final distribution of an estate any money
remains in the possession of the public administrator that should be
paid over to the county treasurer pursuant to Chapter 5 (commencing
with Section 11850) of Part 10, the court shall order payment to be
made within 60 days.

{b) Upon fallure of the public administrator to comply with an
order made pursuant to subdivision (a), the district attorney of the
county shall promptly Iinstitute proceedings against the public
administrator and the sureties on the official bond for the amount
ordered to be pald, plus costs.

Comment. Section 7643 restates former Probate Code Section 1154,
referring to the general provisions for deposit of funds in the county
treasury instead of to "unclaimed” property and allowing 60 instead of
10 days for payment to be made.

CROSS-REFERENCES

Actions in chambers § 7061
Definitions
Court § 30

Note. This draft was circulated to the county treasurers for
comment, without result.

§ 7644. Additional compensation

7644, (a) As used in this section, "additional compensation"
means the difference between the reasonable cost of the administration
of an estate and the commission awarded under Sections [901 and 902].

{(b) The ©public administrator may he awarded additional
compensation if any of the following conditions is satisfied:

(1) A person having priority for appointment as personal
representative has been given notice under Section 8110 of the publie
administrator's petition for appcintment, and the person has not
petitioned for appointment in preference to the public administrator,

{2) The public administrator has been appointed after the
resignation or removal of a personal representative.

Comment. Section 7644 restates former Probate Code Section
1142 .3 without substantive change.
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CROSS-REFERENCES
Definitions
Person § 56
Personal representative § 58

§ 7645. Expiration of term of office

7645, (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the authority
of a public administrator to administer an estate for which the
public administrator has been appointed personal representative does
not cease upon termination of his or her tenure in the office of
public administrator, but his or her authority and duties as personal
representative of the estate continue until discharge, as in the case
of cother personal representatives.

{b) If the compensation of the public administrator is paid by
salary and not by fees, the authority of the public administrator
ceases upon termination of his or her tenure in the office of public
administrator, and his or her authority wvests in the successor in the
office of public administrator. If letters have been issued to 'the
public administrator" of the county, the letters are sufficient to
authorize action by the successor and new letters need not be issued.

Comment. Section 7645 restates former Probate Code Section 1152
with the addition of a provision that recognizes that letters may be
issued to the office instead of the individual (Section 7641). This
codifies existing practice in some counties.

CROSS-REFEREKRCES
Definitions
Personal representative § 58

Note. Both Stuart D. Zimring of North Hollywood {(Exhibit 14) and
Howard Serkbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit 19).
support issuance of letters to the office of the public
administrator. However, Mr. Zimring believes subdivision {a) Iis
Inconsistent with this philosophy. “I think it will ultimately be
more econcmical for the administration of justice If ¢the public
administrator and/or guardian is always appointed Iin his or her
‘office’ capacity as opposed to individual capacity. I therefore
think that 7645(a) should be amended to provide that the public
administrator does cease to act as personal representative upon
termination of tenure.”
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Article 4., Deposit of Monevy of Estate

§ 7661. Deposit by public administrator

7661, (a) The public administrator shall, upon receipt, deposit
all money of the estate 1n an Insured account in a financial
institution or with the county treasurer of the county in which the
proceedings are pending.

{b) Upon deposit under this section the public administrator is
discharged from further responsibility for the money deposited until
the public administrator withdraws the money.

Comment, Section 7661 restates the first sentence of former

Probate Code Section 1147 without substantive change.

CROSS5-EEFERERCES
Definitions
Insured account in a financial institution § 46

8§ 7662, Withdrawal of amounts deposited

7662, Money deposited in a financial institution or with the
county treasurer pursuant to this article may be withdrawn upon the
order of the public administrator when required for the purposes of
administration.

Comment, Section 7662 restates the second sentence of former

Section 1147 without substantive change.

CROSS-REFERENCES
Definitions
Financial institution § 40

§ 7663, Interest on money deposited
7663. {(a) The public administrator shall credit each estate with

the highest rate of interest or dividends that the estate would have
received if the funds avallable for deposit had been individually and
separately deposited.

(b) Interest or dividends credited to the account of the publie
administrator in excess of the amount credited to the estates pursuant
to subdivision (a) shall be deposited in the county general fund.

Comment. Section 7663 restates the second paragraph of former
Probate Code Section 1147.
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§ 7664. Deposit with county treasurer

7664. (a) The ccunty treasurer shall receive and safely keep all
money deposited with the county treasurer pursuant to this chapter and
pay the money out upon the order of the public administrator when
required for the purposes of administration. The county treasurer and
sureties on the official bond of the county treasurer are responsible
for the safekeeping and payment of the money.

(b} The county treasurer shall deliver tc the State Treasurer or
the State Controller all money In the possession of the county
treasurer belonging to the estate, if after a final settlement of the
estate, there are no beneficiaries or other persons entitled to the
money, or the beneficiaries or other persons entitled to the money do
not appear and claim it. Delivery shall be made under the provisions
of Article 1 {commencing with Section 1440) of Chapter 6 of Title 10
of Part 3 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

Comment. Section 7664 restates former Probate Gode Section 1148

without substantive change.

CROSS5-REFERERCES
Definitions
Beneficiary § 24
Person § 56

Note. Conforming changes are needed in various interrelated Code
of Civil Procedure sections.

§ 7665. Deposit unclaimed in financial institution

7665, {a) If a deposit in a financial institution is made
pursuant to this article, money remaining unclaimed at the expiration
of five years from the date of the deposit, together with the increase
and proceeds cof the deposit, shall be presumed abandoned in any of the
following circumstances:

(1) The deposit belongs to the estate of a known decedent for
which a personal representative has never been appointed.

{2) The deposit bhelongs to the estate of a known decedent for
which a personal representative has been appointed but no order of
distribution has been made due to the absence of interested persons or
the failure of interested persons diligently to protect their
interests by taking reasonable steps for the purpose of securing a

distribution of the estate.
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(b) The State Controller may, at any time after the expiration of
the five—year period, file a petition with the court setting forth the
fact that the money has remained on deposit In a financial institution
under the circumstances described in subdivision (a) for the flve-year
periced, and requesting an order declaring that the money is
presunptively abandoned and directing the holder of the money to pay
the money to the State Treasurer.

{c) Upon presentation of a certified copy of a court order made
pursuant to subdivision (b), the financial institution shsall forthwith
transmit the money te¢ the State Treasurer for deposit in the 5State
Treasury. The deposit shall be made as provided in Section 1310 of
the GCode of Cilvil Procedure. All money deposited in the State
Treasury under the provisions of this section shall be deemed te be
deposited in the State Treasury under the provisions of Artiecle 1
{commencing with Section 1440} of Chapter 6 of Title 10 of Part 3 of
the Code of Civil Procedure. The deposit shall be transmitted,
received, accounted for, and disposed of as provided by Title 10
{commencing with Section 1300) of Part 3 of the GCode of Givil
Procedure.

Comment . Section 7665 restates former Probate Code Section

1147.5 without substantive change.

CROSS-REFERENCES
Definitions
Financial institution § 40
Interested person § 48
Personal representative § 58

Article 5., Summary Disposition of Small Estates

§ 7680, Summary disposition authorized

7680. ({a) If a public administrator takes possession or control
of, or 1s appointed personal representative of, an estate pursuant to
this chapter, the public administrator may summarily dispose of the
estate in the manner provided in this article in either of the
following circumstances:

{1) The total value of the estate of the decedent does not exceed
ten thousand dollars ($10,000). The authority provided by this
paragraph may be exercised without court authorization.
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{2) The total value of the estate of the decedent does not exceed
the amount prescribed in Section 13100, The authority provided by
this paragraph may be exercised only upon order of the court. The
order may be made upon ex parte application. The fee to be allowed to
the clerk for the filing of the application shall be set by the court.

(b} Summary disposition may be made whether or not there is a
will of the decedent in existence, 1if the will does not name an
executor or 1f the named executor refuses to act,

{c) Nothing in this article precludes the public administrator
from filing a petition with the court pursuant to any other provision
of this division.

Comment, Subdivisions (a) and (b} of Section 7680 supersede
portions of former Probate Code Section 1143(a}) and (b), increasing
the summary disposition amounts from $3,000 to $10,000 and from
$20,000 to the amount prescribed in Section 13100 (affidavit
procedure for collection or transfer of perscnal property).
Subdivision {(c¢) is new; petitions pursuant to other provisions of
this division include petitions for interpretation of a will or
determination of perscens entitled to distributien. See, e.g.,
Sections 9611 (petition for Iinstructions); 11700-11705 (determination
of persons entitled to distribution)., Section 7680 is not limited to
summary disposition of personal property but may 1include real
property of small value as well.

CROSS-REFERENCES

Definitions
Personal representative § 58
Will § 88
Ex parte orders may be made in chambers Code Civ. Proc. § 166

Note. This section increases the summary disposition amounts
from $3.,000 to $10,000 without court authorization and from 3$20,000
to 360,000 with court authorization. AR 201 (Harris) currently
pending in the Legislature would make the same changes. These
increases are supported by Melvin €. Kerwin of Menlo Park (Exhibit
13), Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Crange County (Exhibit
19), and Ruth A. Phelps of Burbank (Exhibit 24). Ms. Phelps actually
thinks these 1imits should be higher ($15,000 and #£75,000), but
understands the need to track with other code sections,

The California State Association of Public Administrators,
Public Guardians, and Public Conservators (Exhibits 25 and 28) very
strongly supports this section and the other changes made to improve
the summary disposition procedures throughout this article. “These
changes will increase the efficiency, reduce costs, cut time and
increase revenue to the counties, which will help offset the cost of
administration of estates, thus reducing the burden o 1local
government .”
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Jeffrey A. Dennis-Strathmeyer of CEB (Exhibit 16) questions the
rationale for having the court determine the clerk's fee under
subdivision (a){2). The staff does not know the answer ¢to this
guestion; it is existing law. Maybe the public administrators can
help us out here.

Subdivision (¢} (which also appears in AB 201) was specifically
approved by Mr. Serbin. “Previously, many small estates have

required formal administration solely because there was a need for
Court instruction, for will Interpretation, or for determination of
heirship. The proposed change solves the problem.”

§ 7681, Liquidation of assets
7681, A public administrator acting under authority of this

article may:

(a) Withdraw money of the decedent on deposit in a financial
institution.

{b) Collect any debts owed to the decedent.

{c) Sell personal property of the decedent. Sales may be made
with or without notice, as the public administrator elects. Title to
the property sold passes without the need for confirmation by the
court,

{d)} Sell real property of the decedent, subject to Article &
{commencing with Section 10300) of Chapter 17 of Part 5, Title to the
property scld passes with the public administrator's deed.

Comment, Section 7681 restates portions of former Probate Code
Sections 1143 and 1144, expanding the ability to withdraw funds to
include other financial institutions besides banks and adding the
abllity to sell real property, subject to court confirmation.

CROSS-REFERENRCES
Definitions
Financial institution § 40
Real property § 68

Note, This section extends the public administrator’s summary
disposition authority to include real property sales, subject to court
confirmation. This is also a feature of AB 201 {(Harris).

Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit
19), approves this change. Rawlins Coffman of Red BIuff (Exhibit 18)
doubts that a title company would accept the public administrator's
deed without a court order where the public administrator is acting
without prior court authorization. Belan M. Wagner of Pacific
Palisades (Exhibit 2) goes further to state that the public
administrator should not have authority to sell real property without
first giving notice to all interested persons and obtaining permission
of the court.
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§ 7682, Payment of debts

7682, The public administrator acting under authority of this
article shall pay out the money of the estate in the following order:

(a) Costs of administration, including commissions and fees.

(b) Expenzes of the decedent's last Illness and of disposition of
the remains of the decedent,

(c) Claims presented to the public administrator Thefore
distribution of the decedent's property pursuant to Section 7683.
Claims shall be paid in the order prescribed in Section 11401 (order
of payment).

Comment., Section 7682 restates the second sentence of former
Probate Code Section 1143(a) and a portion of former Probate Code
Section 1143(b), with the addition of specific references to fees and
costs of administration. Because no notice to creditors is given
pursuant to this article, the time for making c¢laims is extended to
the time of distribution of the decedent's property, and reclpients of
the property remain 1liable for creditor claims. See Section 75684
{liability for decedent's unsecured debts). Distribution may not be
made until at least four months after commencement of administration.
Section 7683 (distribution of property).

CROSS-REFERENCES
Definitions
Property § 62

Note. There is no notice Lo creditors under these summary
disposition procedures, so this draft adds a provision ¢to allow
creditor claims until the time distribution is made. This creditor
protection provision is approved by Melvin C. Rerwin of Menlo Park
(Exhibit 13) and Beryl A. Bertucio, Senior Legal Writer for Matthew
Bender (Exhibit 23).

However, Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County
(Exhibit 19}, is concerned about a creditor’s claim that comes in
late, after other creditors have been paid. If the eastate is
insolvent, can the late creditor get contribution from those already
paid? The staff would add a sentence precluding contiribution by
craditors that have been paid.

Jerome Sapiro of San Francisco (Exhibit 1) wonders about the
treatment of public tax claims against the estate. The staff sees no
need to deal with these specifically in the statute, since the statute
adopts the general administration provisions governing payment of
debts, which recognizes the priority of public tax claims. Perhaps a
reference in the Comment would be helpful.

-39-




§ 7683. Distribution of property
7683. (a) After payment of debts pursuant to Section 7682, but

in no case before four months after court authorization of the public
administrator to act under this article or after the public
administrator takes possession cor control of the estate, the public
administrator shall distribute any money or other property of the
decedent remaining in the possession of the public administrator to
the decedent's beneficlaries.

(b) If there are no beneficiaries, the public administrator shall
deposit the balance with the county treasurer for use in the general
fund.

GComment, Section 7683 restates a portion of former Probate Code
Section 1143{b) and supersedes the fifth and sixth sentences of former
Probate Code Section 1144, It makes clear that distribution may not
be made until at least four months after commencement of
administration, and requires that all unclaimed summary disposition
funds go to the county (as opposed to only those from the smallest
estates), The California Veterans' Home is considered a beneficiary
for the purpose of application of this section. See Military and
Veterans Code § 1035.05,

CROSS-REFERENRCES
Definitions
Beneficiary § 24
Person § 56
Property § 62

Note, Subdivision (a) delays distribution for four months in
order to allow time for creditor claims to be made. Jeffrey A,
Dennis-Strathmeyer of CEB (Exhibit 16) wonders why the heirs have to
wait ¢ months for their property. After all, we're dealing with a
small estate that the heirs could teke immediately by affidavit if the
public administrator hadn’t gotten involved. The staff thinks this is
a good point; but the answer is that the heirs should have stepped
forward and taken charge of the property iFf they were interested,
instead of leaving it to the public administrator to handle in the
first place.

Subdivision (b} provides for escheat of summary disposition
property to the county instead of to the state. This proposal was
supported by Melvin €. Rerwin of Menlo Park (Exhibit 13), Stuart D.
Zimring of North Hellywood (Exhibit 14), Howard Serbin, Deputy County
Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit 19), and Beryl A, Bertucio, Senior
Legal Writer for Matthew Bender (Exhibit 23). However, this seens
wrong to Jerome Sapiro of San Francisco (Exhibit 1}, "It is my
recommendation that such funds be deposited with the County Treasurer
for ultimate transmission to the State Treasurer. These funds should
be used as part of State planning and funding, i.e., the State could
grant assistance from such earmarked funds to Counties prorated in
accordance with their population to assist the elderly and iInfirm.
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You have included and recommended other provisions in the lIaw to see
that counties are reimbursed and Public Guardians and Public
Administrators and their expenses paid.*

§ 7684, Liablility for decedent's unsecured debts

7684. A perscon to whom property is distributed pursuant to this
article is personally liable for the unsecured debts of the decedent.
Such a debt may be enforced against the person in the same manner as
it could have been enforced against the decedent if the decedent had
not died. In an action based on the debt, the person may assert any
defenses available to the decedent If the decedent had not died. The
aggregate personal J]liability of a person under this section shall not
exceed the fair market value of the property distributed, valued as of
the time of the distribution, less the amount of any liens and
encumbrances on the property at that time.

Comment. Section 7684 is new. It is drawn from Sections 1310¢
and 13112 (affidavit procedure for collection or transfer of personal
property).

GROSS—-REFERENCES
Definitions
Person § 56
Property § 62

Note, The creditor protection provisions of this section are
approved by Melvin C. Kerwin of Menlo Park (Exhibit 13) and by Beryl
A, Bertucio, Senior Legal Writer for Matthew Bender (Exhibit 23).

§ 7685. Public administrater's statement of disposition
7685. (a) The public adminlstrator shall file with the clerk a
statement showing the property of the decedent that came into

possession of the public administrator and the disposition made of the
property, together with receipts for all distributions, This
subdivision dces not apply to proceedings under paragraph (1) of
subdivision {a) of Section 7680.

(b} The public administrator shall maintain a file of all
receipts and records of expenditures for a period of two years after
disposition of the property pursuant to Section 76383,

Comment, Subdivision (a) of Section 7685 restates the substance
of the fourth sentence of former Probate Code Section 1144,
substituting receipts for distributions for wouchers for expenditures
and making clear that a filing is not required where summary
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disposition is made without court authorization in an estate under
$10,000. Recelpts and records for expenditures, instead, are
preserved in the publie administrator's flles for two years pursuant
to subdivision (b).

CROSS-REFERENCES
Definitions
Property § 62

Note. Under this secticon, the public administrator need not file
a record with the court for disposition of small estates (under
$10,000), but must retain the records in files for two years. For
larger estates, the records must be both filed and retained by the
public administrator for 2 years. The Commission specifically
solicited comments concerning this scheme.

We received one favorable comment, from Howard Serbin, Deputy
County Counsel of Orange County (Exhibit 19)--"The proposed changes
should substantially increase the efficiency of administering summary
estates, and I support them.” The remeinder of the comments were
negative. Rawlins Coffman of Red Bluff (Exhibit 18) is "very much
opposed” to excusing the filing of the records, and would make no
exceptions. Stuart D, Zimring of North Hollywood (Exhibit 14)
comments, "“Because of the scandals and allegations of misfeasance Iin
office that have been brought against public administrators over the
years, I strongly urge that the public administrator be reguired to
file a statement in all cases. Hopefully, this will help rebuild
public confidence.” Neal Wells alsc would like to see the public
administrator file records in all cases. Exhibit 27. Ruth A. Phelps
of Burbank (Exhibit 24) asks how a creditor will find out who the
distributees are if records are retained without filing in small
estates for only two years; the creditor may need to know in order to
collect under Section 7684.

Jerome Sapirc of San Francisce (Exhibit 1) has a somewhat
different perspective. He would require a longer retention period by
the public administrator whether or not the records are filed with the
court. *“The proposed 2 year period should be extended to 4 or 5
years. It would be more appropriate and protective, The permanent
filed statement is but a resume and may not reveal all that original
records do."”

§ 7686. Commission of public administratoer

7686. (a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), the commissions
payable to the public administrator and the attorney, if any, for the
for the filing of an application pursuvant to this article and for
performance of any duty or service connected therewith, are those set
forth in Sections [901, 902, and 910].

{b) The public administrator is entitled to a minimum commission
of three hundred fifty dellars ($350).
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Comment . Section 7686 supersedes former Probate Code Section
1143(c) and the second sentence of former Probate Code Section 1144,
See 43 Ops. Cal. Atty. Gen. 192 (4-22-64). Section 7686 increases the
minimum commission under this article from $250 to $350.

CROSS-REFEREKRCES
Definitions
Property § 62

Note, This section would iIncrease the  minimm public
administrator’s commission for a summary disposition from $250 to
$350. This is also a feature of AR 201 (Harris 1987). ZThis provision
is supported by Howard Serbin, Deputy County Counsel of Orange County
{Exhibit 19). Gilbert Moody of Turlock (Exhibit 7) opposes this
provision. #I do not think the Public Administrator’s fees for
conserving an estate should be increased to $350.00, and I don't think
there should be any standard fee; that they should be regquired to
apply to the courl for an allowance afiter proper notice according to
the time and trouble they have had in conserving the estate.” This,
of course, would impair the concept of summary disposition without
court involvement.

On the other hand, the proposed iIincrease is not encugh in the
opinion of the Office of the Public Administrator for Marin County
(Exhibit 21). They point out that the estate size for summary
administration is being substantially increased, so they think the
commission should be substantially increased as well. "An iIincrease up
to five hundred dollars (3500) would be closer to the actual cost of
administration of small estate valued at 1less than ten thousand
dollars ($10,000)." This reasoning is somewhat faulty, since the law
gives the public administrator a commission based on the same schedule
as any other personal representative in subdivision (a), and simply
adds a minimum commission in subdivision (b).

—43—




Study L-1040 nsl2ga
3/20/87

COMMERTS TO REPEALED SECTIONS
CHAPTER 20. PUBLIC ADMINISTRATORS

Probate Gode § 1140 (repealed)

GComment. The first sentence of subdivision (a) of former Section
1140 is restated in Estate and Trust Code Sectlon 7621 (authority of
public administrater), with the addition of misappropriation as a
ground for taking possession or control of property. The court may
also appoint the public administrator as special administrator.
Eatate and Trust Code Section 8541 (procedure for appointment). The
second sentence of subdivision (a) is restated in Estate and Trust
Code Section 7640 (authority of public administrator).

Subdivigion (b) is restated without substantive change 1n Estate
and Trust Code Section 7641 (appointment of public administrator),
with the addition of provisions for appointment of a public
administrator on the court’s own motion and for county recoupment from
the estate of a share of the cost of the publiec administrator's bond.

Probate Code § 1140.5 (repealed)
GComment. Former Section 1140.5 is omitted., The county may not
return alien indigents to their native land.

Probate Gode § 1141 (repealed)

Comment. Former Section 1141 is restated without substantive
change in Estate and Trust Code Sections 7622 {search for property,
will, and instructions for disposition of remains) and 7623 (providing
information and access), with the elimination of the requirement that
there be reasonable grounds to believe the public administrator may be
appointed personal representative,.

Probate Code § 1142 {repealed)

Comment ., Former Section 1142 13 restated without substantive
change in Estate and Trust Code Section 7642 (general rules governing
administration of estates apply).

Probate Code 1142 repealed
Comment. Former Section 1142.3 is restated without substantive
change in Estate and Trust Code Sectlon 7644 (additlional compensation).

Probate Code § 1142,5 (repealed)
Comment. Former Section 1142.5 is superseded by Estate and Trust
Code Section 7601 (assistant or deputy public administrator)}.

Probate Code § 1143 (repealed)

Comment. Former Section 1143 is superseded by Estate and Trust
Code Sections 7680-7686 (summary disposition of =mall estates). The
new provisions increase the summary disposition amounts from $3,000 to
$10,000 and from $20,000 to the amount prescribed in Estate and Trust
Code Section 13100, and are not limited to personal property.
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Probate Code § 1144 {(repealed)

Comment. Former Section 1144 1s superseded hy Estate and Trust
Code Sections 7680-7686 (summary disposition of small estates);
egcheat to the state is replaced by payment to the county.

Probate Code § 1144.5 {repealed)

Comment, Former Section 1144.5 is restated in Estate and Trust
Code Section 7624 (costs and fees for taking charge of property), with
the elimination of the maximum and minimum fees.

Probate Code § 1145 (repealed)
Comment, Former Section 1145 is superseded by Estate and Trust
Code Section 7620 (report of public officer or employee).

Probate Code § 1146 (repealed}

Comment ., Former Section 1146 is restated without substantive
change in Estate and Trust Code Section 7620 (report of public officer
or employee).

Probate Code § 1147 (repealed}

Comment. The first sentence of the first paragraph of former
Section 1147 1s restated without substantive change in Estate and
Trust Code Section 7661 (deposit by public administrator). The second
sentence 1Is restated without substantive change in Estate and Trust
Code Section 7662 (withdrawal of amounts deposited). The second
paragraph is restated in Estate and Trust Code Section 7663 (interest
on money deposited).

Probate Code 1147.5 (repealed

Comment. Former Section 1147.5 is restated without substantive
change in Estate and Trust Gode Section 7665 (deposit unclaimed in
financial institution).

Probate Code § 1148 (repealed)

Comment, Former Section 1148 1s restated without substantive
change in Estate and Trust Code Section 7664 (deposit with county
treasurer),

Probate Code § 1149 {(repealed

Comment, Former Section 1149 is omitted. Payment of fees is
controlled by general rules governing payment of the expenses of
administration. See, e.g., Estate and Trust Code Sections 7642
{general rules governing administration of estates apply) and 7682
{payment of demands).

Probate Code § 1150 (repealed)

GComment., Former Section 1150 1s omitted. General rules
governing fiduclary obligations of the perscnal representative apply
to the public administrator. Government Code Section 27443 provides
an additional sanction.

Probate Code § 1152 {repealed}

Comment. Former Section 1152 1s restated without substantive
change in Estate and Trust Code Section 7645 (expiration of term of
office).
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Probate Lode 1154 (repealed

Comment. Former Sectlon 1154 is restated in Estate and Trust
Code Section 7643 (payment of unclaimed funds), which allows 60 days
instead of 10 days for making payment.

Probate Code 1155 (repealed

Comment., Former Section 1155 is omitted. Special sanctions are
unnecessary in view of applicable general sanctions.

PUELIC GUARDIAN

Welfare & Institutions Code §§ 8000-8015 (repealed)
SEG. . Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 8000) of Division 8

of the Welfare and Institutions Code is repealed.

Comment, Former Sections 8000 to 8015 are relocated to Part 5
{commencing with Section 2900) of Division 4 of the Estate and Trust
Code., The disposition of the former provisions is indicated below.

Former Provision Est. & Trust Gode Section

2000 2900

8001 2902

8002 2901

8003 2903

8004 2904

8005 2905

8006
First sentence 2021
Second sentence 2921
Third sentence 2921, 2923
Fourth sentence 2923
Fifth sentence 2920{a)

8006.5 2920(b)

8007 2922

8008 2906

8009 2940

3010 2941

8011 To be drafted

8012 2942

8013 2943

3015 2907
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CONFORMING CHARGES

Probate Code § 52 (amended)
SEC. » Sectlon 52 of the Probate Code, as added by AB 708
(1987), is amended to read:

52. "Lettersy-as ":
{a) As used in Division 7 (commencing with Section 7000), means
letters testamentary, letters of administration, letters of

administration with the will annexed, or letters of special
administration.

{(b) As it relates to a guardian or conservator, means letters of

guardianship or conservatorship.

Government Code § 29616 (repealed)
SEG. . Section 29616 of the Government Code is repealed.
20616+ The-—-publication—of-the -semiannual-report-by—the -publie

administrator—is—a-eounty-oharge.

Comment, The semiannual report to which former Section 29616
referred was repealed in 1981. See former Probate Code § 1153.

Military & Veterans Code § 1035.05
SEG, . Section 1035.05 of the Military and Veterans Code is

amended to read:
1035,.05, [set out existing text without changel
{¢) TFor the purpose of application to this section of the

provigions of the Probate Code governing distribution of property, the
home shall be deemed to be a beneficlary of the decedent,

Comment. Section 1035.05 is amended to make clear that the
Veterans' Home of California is considered a "beneficiary" within the
meaning of the Probate Code provisions governing distribution, for
proper interpretation of the law. Thus, for example, under Probate
Code Section 7683 (distribution of property by public administrator),
distribution must be made to the Veterans' Home if appropriate before
funds may be delivered to the county treasurer.
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Probate Gode § 2631 {amended)

2631, (a) Upon the death of the ward or conservatee, the guardian
or conservator may contract for and pay a reasonable sum for the
expenses of the last 11lness and the f£uneral digposition of the remains
of the deceased ward or conservatee, and for other reasonable guardian

or conservator charges, including wunpaid court approved attorney's

fees, or may pay the unpald expenses of-sueh-last-ilinese-and-funcral
in full eor in part, to the extent reascnable, from any assets of the
deceased ward or conservatee, other than real property or any interest
therein, which are under the control of the guardian or cemservator.

(b) When a claim for such expenses i1s presented to the guardian or
conservator, the guardian or conservator shall endorse thereon an
allowance or rejection, with the date thereof., If the claim 1s
allowed, it shall be presented to the court and the court shall in 1like
manner endorse thereon an allowance or rejection. If the claim is
approved by the court, the claim shall be filed with the clerk within
30 days thereafter.

(c) After payment of such expenses, the guardian or conservator
may transfer any remaining assets in accordance with and subject to the
provisions of Seetien-6£30 Part 1 (commenci with Section 1300 of
Division 8. The value of the property of the deceased ward or
conservatee, for the purpose of ascertaining the right to transfer
under Seetiop-630 Part 1 (commencing with Section 13000) of Division 8,

shall be determined after the deduction of the expenses so paid.

Comment. Section 2631 1is amended to authorize payment of
attorney's fees and other reascnable expenses of the guardian or
conservator. The other changes in Section 2631 are technical.
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